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IT IS NOT MISYN-S AUTOGRAPH. 
will be observed that the colopnon, p. 104, etatea distinctly that The 
Fire of Love waa translated by Richard Misyn and "^er dictum frairem 
Ricardum Misyn scriptum ^ coivectum." Belying upon this, Coxe'a Cata^ 
log and Tanner's Eihliotheea say that it is in Miayn's hand. Now, the 
writing throughout the ■volume ie in the same hand, eo that if Miayn wrote 
Tlie Fire of Loee, he also wrote The Mendinri of Life. We ate, however, 
here met by a serious difficulty, for, whereas the colophons on pp. 68 and 
104 are dated 1435 a.d., the colophon on p. 131 is dated 1434 a.d. This, 
it must be observed, is not due to a binder's error, for the colophon of Fire 
of Love, Bk. II, is on the same sheet of vellum as the beginning of TJie 
Mending of Life. Now, an author could scarcely bo guilty of putting 
1434 A.D. after 1435 a.d., unless, having written The Fire in 1435, ha 
proceeded to copy a translation of Tlie Mending done the year before. This 
is the only supposition which, in face of the colophons, will allow ua to 
regard the MS. as in Miayn'a own hand. It is a possible supposition, but 
scarcely a probable one. It is much more natural to suppose that a scribe 
has copied the whole MS., including colophons, and bas left no trace of hia 
own identity. An examination of the text will show this supposition not 
only rational, hut practically a certain fact. ^m 

IT IS NOT A CONSISTENT TEXT. ^| 

A careful reading of the MS. brings to light a number of mistakes, not 
of any great importance, but fortunately, I think, quite sufficient to establish 
the fact of its being a copyist's work, and unfortunately, quite enough to 
detract from its second great claim to importance, viz. as a dated and 
consistent dialectic text. 

Of these mistakes (which are exactly the kind of mistakes we look for 
in copyists' works) 1 give some of the more important, hut the reader will 
do well to make a caid'ul study of the text himself. 

COPYIST'S ERKORS. 

(a) Repetilion of wordii.-—to to (84/24), Aw hia (84/36), hot tnu bol tno 

(96/3), ^ freuly ^ irmly (34/25), bigibj bidly (63/21), to to (28/24), 

in in. (24/13), fn( Jwrf (7/14). 
(?)) Spelling confused with that of next leord.—Te Jie for to pe (125/32), 

sorua m for aorois (115/33), ie for to (41/27), fe pe for pat pe (UO/2), 
{c) Leltms mistaken (due probably to misunderstanding of meaning of the 

sentence) :—Je for he (115/21), and iot aw (54/11), an for «(c (113/4), 



^ Introdtictiori. si 

^H is for /m (128/10), if for of (17/22), /)■£, for /i^' (17/18), vuu.y for 
^^ ma7ie (2/29). 

('') Words cnpieil in their wronr/ places (due usually to the copyist catching 
Bight of a word in the line above or below) : — to chastis (struck out) 

1(98/1), aee ehantyg (97/39), off (107/2), miiand (Btruck out) (119/11), 
see seruimd (119/10), }e seetmd (struck out) (123/27), see fe semTid 
(123/25), 0/ his mynde (atruek out) (128/20), see beginuing of line. 
sail (crossed out) (11/35), lufe (atruek out) (88/19), see hife, 11 19, 20. 
Tie (altered in another hand) (91/11), /we (for of) (91/29), remnalU 
(struck out) (26/9). 

A FEW MISTAKES EXAMINED. 

If we examine the word resonalnl, struck out on p. 26, we shall see that 
it ia clearly due to the word rmmainjll occmring immediately hefore ; but wo 
alao notice there ia a difference in the spelling! Wliy ia this difEorenee! 
Probably because in one case the scribe copies Misyn'e spelling, and in the 
other case he spells according to his own system. Which then is the copy 
of Misyn t I should say the form resonabyll, because the ^ and the double 
consonant are more consistent with the remainder of the MS., and because 
the scribe wonld be more likely to write down the copied form first, and 
then, writing from memory, and probably in a fit of abstraction, he puts 
down bis ovm form. So too we find chastis (98/1) due to chaetys in the line 
before. 

These two examples would be almost unworthy of mention, were it not 
that they seem to supply us with a key to the very serious irregularities of 
spelling throughout the work. Taking what was, probably, an already 
ineonsistently-spellcil MS., the copyist has in many cases, from carelessness, 
introduced his own spelling. Thus, side by side with the strong Northern 
guttural in gichilk, qicediji; we find sometimes the softer whilk, ichedijr, Ac. 
While, too, the roll of the r ia usually emphasized by an additional e or 5, as 
in mtn-yf (serve) ; qivJiarefore, we find, too, irharfor and wharfore. hrynnynge 
and the softer fonn bimynffe are found almost equally. So, too, ijiily occurs 
(44/30), but the more usual form is treicly or trmJy. 

The broken vowels alao supply us with good proofs of the mixture of 
dialects. Generally speaking, an 0,E. long vowel is represented hy a broken 
vowel, and an O.E. broken vowel by a simple vowel representing the fivd 
element of the older broken vowel. Thus we constantly read forsoilli , ffof- 
soyth, foyl (fool), dnyTie (done), BOyne (soon), poyr (poor), &c, and for tlie 
older &} ea, we read mric (work) werk; dyrlcnes (from dsorcnea), lese (lose) 
from leoean. But wo abo I'cad occasionally, side by side with these, forsoth 



I (-27129, 3i/38), fformtli (41/30), /ole (19/28), foles (2G/10), /ore, fone, don ; 

' and again lom (45/34), warh. 

All these more exceptional forms, with the single exception perhaps of 
Kark, clearly point to a more Southern and more inland dialect. 

"We shall, therefore, prohalily not be far ivrong if we put down the 

1 present MS. as copied from Miayu's translation Ly a ntcribe coming poaeibly 

I from Ely or Peterborough. 

NOTE ON LETTER y. 
Dr. rnmivall kindly reminds me that the broken vowel oy for o is Old 
Yorkshire, oceniring constantly in the Towncleij Myderieg [R K T. S. 1897]. 
I am not quite aore whether the vowel of the modern Yorkshire rtoU [coat, 
01 as in hoW] la a true descendant of this oy. Probably however the broken 
Towel in hoan (bone), hoiit (boat), &c., is a descendant, and we certainly have 
wioiw or moo'in (moon), foU or fooU (fool), mm or aoom (soon). These examples 
probably give ub almost the exact vowel pronunciation of eoi/fh, foyl, aoyn in 
our MS. 0£ course in the MS. under consideration the difficulty lies in the 
changing value of y. In sicyft, lyft and such forms we have the full short sound 
1 ; but more frequently it is used merely aa a connective between two sounds 
to give a force to the one which caused the scribe some difficulty to express. 
This leads to the very extraordinary form mtryff or sanjf (serve) — a form 
which I cannot find elsewhere. The scribe is however simply trying to ex- 
press a very strong rolling r, and so pronouncing the whole 'sarSf,' giving 
the y the soimd of the atonic e in ' several.' [See Key, Pron. H. E. D.] We 
might comp, with this the full trill of the original r in woruld, and the modern 
vocalised r in world. The same remarks apply to the medial e in qtcharefoi-e. 

GEAJrMAE. 

The accidence is of the slightest kind, and can cause the reader no 
difficulty, A glance down the accompanying list of verbs will show that it 
is quite impossible to draw up a paradigm. There are no Southern pi, forms 
in efh, or Midland pi. in en. 

The order of words is un-English, and generally follows the Latin fairly 
closely. Still the un-English order seems to be due to the translator being 
thoroughly accustomed to Latin order, and perhaps thinking in Latin order, 
riither than to his careful adherence to the text before him. For some- 
times, when the Latin order is unclassical and like English, the translator 

8 not follow the Latin version, but writes in the order we should stpect 
to iind in the Latin test, thus : — 

hec quidem convecsio fit per ordi- Sothely be ordinate lufc is fis turn- 




Introduction. 



Xlll 



Still the order is often kept, and 
seen from the following extracts taken 

Mentalis emm visio sursum capitur 
et celestia conte9?iplatwr per visione??^ 
tamers enigmaticam et specularew non 
claram et perpetuam. 

Conuerti quippe ad ipswm oportet 
et ab omnibus rebus visibilibus in 
me?ite penitus auerti priusqua??* pote- 
rit diui^u amoris dulcedines saltem 
ad modicum experiri. 



the translation very close, as may be 
at chance : — 

Myendly sight truly is takyn up 
heuenly to behald be schadoly syght 
}it & miroly, not clere and opyn. 

To hyme treuly behofes be turnyd 
& all erthly fingi^ in mynde playnly 
be tw?Tied fro, or \at he may f e swet- 
nes of goddys lufe in lityll fingw be 
expert. 



I dois 27/29 
I has 1/5 
I make 1/15 
I ))ink 1/10 
I schewe 2/6 
I am 2/14, 4/3 
I )>inke 3/7 
I offyr 3/22 
I trowe3/26 



VERB FORMS. 



Istpersorif singular, 

I haue 3/29 has 70/3 

I styiTis 4/3 ha 69/40 

I meruayled 2/6 ha 70/3 

I consaued 2/14 haue 70/6, 70/9 

I troued 2/19 tastes 76/33 

I knew 2/12 hafe 87/9 

I despyse 26/13 cese 88/30 
I dois 27/29 
I ha 22/1 



[2nd person, singular,' 



)>ou lias 27/25, 82/13 
)>ou hast 27/22, 38/37 
))ou haste 27/28 
piydis 27/28 
)k)U was 23/16 
despises 110/28 
forsakes 110/78 
dose 114/40 



))u lufes 1/21 
j)ou enti-es 1/21 
j)ou seis 18/5 
waxis 76/35 
hase 113/14 
sal 77/36 
salt 77/37 
sail 78/30, 117/40 
>inkis 115/1 



Zrd person, singular. 



is 23/35 
dar 14/25 
ems 24/1 
lufyse 9/36 
lufes 9/35 
folowys 17/35 
sees (cease) 91/12 
leses 116/35 



be 26/39 
haue 27/1 
aw 34/20 
awght 43/19 
longis 50/13 
felys 50/14 
hase 89/30 



sekys 84/32 
saryfys 87/10 
ha 80/13 
lyfis 83/10 
levys 83/10 
ar 112/13 



Ist person, plural, 

we haue 26/8 
we destroys 28/13 
we Infys 9/38 
we karis 10/3 
we aw 15/21, 105/20 



2}id person, plural, 

wake 47/26 
prays 47/27 



Zrd person, plural, 
bostis 23/33 geder 24/15 



cum 23/33 
ar 23/34 
flowe 23/35 
ett 23/36 
do 24/4 
haue 24/4 
provokes 24/6 
chalange 24/8 
full 24/13 



rynne 24/18 

is 25/1, 10/20 

liggis 26/17 

ha 26/34, 70/8, 89/2 

joys 9/27 

lufys 17/36 

hauys 23/31 

er 43/16, 49/6 

has 50/31 



Present participle consistently in and. 



cees 85/4, 110/25 woto 116/29 
* wantys 94/9 



RICHAED MISYN. 

Beyond what we find in the colophons at the end of the books of these 
MSS., nothing can be found with any certainty concerning this Eichard 




Iidroditctii/n. 

SiUyn. "So iccoid of him cxistfi at Lincoln ; and the furthest we can go, is 
to say that he was possibly the Kicardus Myeyn mentioned in 1461-2 in 
' The Eegiater of the Guild of Corpus Christi in the City of York.' Surtees 
Soc, 1872, p. 62:— 

" Nomina Fratnim et Sotorum admissorum per Domtnum Johannem 
Jiiii'ton, BectoTem ecclesiai Hancti Martini in Mikelgale, et suos consortes, 
Anno Domini iniUeaimo CCCC"° LXJ° [1461-2]. 

Per Aorainum Johannem Burton, secundum magistram nostra gildas. 

In primis, frater 'BAcardus Mysyn, BtiSrc^enus, ordinis Fm,tram Car 
meiitanim . . . ." 

An earlier bishop of the same name ia mentiond on Uie tim of Archhp. 
Scrope's Indulgence Cup, ib. 291 n, 292 n. See Poole and Hugall'a Hut. 
Mui Descriptive Guide to York Cathedral, p. 197 : 

" 4- Becbardo arche beschope Scrope gtantea on to oU thu that drinkis 
of this cope xl'' dayis to pardun. Bobeit Gubsun. Beechope Musln grantea 
in same forme afore saide xl" dayis to pardun. Itobert StensalL" 

'Beschope Musin' was probably Eichard Messing, who, according to 
Cotton (Fasti Ecd. Hih., iii. 277) was bishop of Dromore from 1408 to 
1410, Another bishop of the same name was admitted into the Guild in 
1461-2, as " Frater Etc. Mysyn, suffragenus, ordims Fratrum Carmelitanun." 
See p. 62, aTiiea. 

As to Miayn's Friary at Lincoln, Dugdale says, Momisticon (ed. 1830), 
vi. 1571, col. 2:— 

[Carmelite or] White Friars, at Lincoln.^ — Lelaud, in his Itimrary, vol. 
i., pp. 32, 33, has one or two sentences relating to the "Wbite Friara at 
Lincoln. Their House, it appears, was situated on the West side of the 
High-street, in the lower part of the Town called Wikerford. " Gualterus," 
he says, "as I hard, caullid Dorotheus, Dene of Lincoln, a Scottish man," 
was " first Founder of the White Friers in Lincoln," Speed saya thia 
House was founded by Odo de Ivilkenny, a Scot, a.d. 1269. The Site was 
j,Tanted in the 36th Hen. Vlllth to John Broxholm.'^ The Particular for it 
ia in the Augmentation Office. 
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I. ^Ije Jfire ai fobt, 

ENGLISHED FROM HAMPOLE'S "INCENDIUM AMORIS" 
By RICHARD MISYN IN 1435. 

[BOOK I.— MISYN'S PEOLOG.] 
[MS. CCXXXVI. Corpus Christi Coll Oxford,] 

At» f e reuerence of oure lorde Ih^u criste, to fe askynge of f i [Foi. i. a.] 
desyre/Syster Margarete^ coiietynge a-sethe to make, for sSte^^Sar- 
encrece also of gostely comfortH to f e & mo, f at^uriuste of laty^ S?other8 
4 vuderstandes noghf, I, emonge lettyrd men sympellefit, and in iStinr^ ^ 
lyfynge vnthriftyesf , bis wark* has takyn to translacion of lattyn to i bave eng- 

. 111.. 11 ll»hed tliis 

englyscn, for edincacyon of many saules. And sen it is so fat an book from 
godw plesans & gostely life of mans saule standes in parfyte^ lufe, 
8 f erfore J>is haly man Richard? Hampole, hys boke has named? Incen- 
dium Am(»'t8, bat is to say * be fyer of lufe.* The whilk* boke, in witiumt 

1 -r.ii 1 ^ n altering its 

^ sentence ne substance I fink* to cnaunge, bot treuly aftyr myn substance, 
vnderstandynge to wryte if in gude exposicione. // Jjerf ore ah redars 

12 here-of I pray, if ^our discrecyon o^t fynile fankeworthy, to god 
ferof gyf loueynge, & to f is holy man ; and if any f inge mys-saydl, 
to myne vncor^nynge wyet itf. Neue7'-f e-les, to reforme I make p?'o- 
testacyon, vfith entent no pinge to wryte ne say agayns f e fait£ or 

16 determinacioii of holy kyrk*, god to wytnes. // fforfirmore, sister, I 

haue in mynd deedlynes of bis lyfe, and j^-way in bi hande sum Always keep 

" ' '' n/ J some holy 

holy lesun kepe. ffor holynes if f ou kepe, fleschly synnes fou salt reatiing in 
noat lufe : and holynes whare-in it standes, before I sayde : in f<»^ K'*bou 

J f */ ' •' ^ love holiness 

20 parfy te lufe. Bot pa^-fy te lufe, what may fat be ? certan, when pi ^^^^^^^^^^ 
god (as f e aght) for hym-self fou lufes, fi frende in god, and fin 
enmy f ou lufes for god ; for noufer god w*t^-oute f i neghburgh, 
nor fi neghburgh with-oute god, treuly is lufecJ. ^Varfyie lufe fe?'- 

24 fore, in lui »f god & of f i neghburgh standi* ; and lufe of god, in 
kepeynge of his commaimdementzs. // Kepe f erfore his co9wmaunde- 
meniis, and f i prayers or contemplacion when f ou entres, all warldly Fowake ^ 
f oglites planely forsake, and chargh of aH f inge outewarde forgetf, thoughts. 

^ Read either perfyte or pa>2ifyte, all through. 
HAMPOLE. B 
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& to god onely take hede. Doutea if Jiou fynde any, kaH to fe sad 
counseH, for drede fou erre, namely in slyke fingea fat touclies |ie 
.sij. artikilB of f i faytE, aJa of fe holy Trinite, & oper dyuera, ala in 
J>is holy boke hlouynge ib to oure lernynge connyjigly writtyii. i 

[Cap. I. HAMPOLE'S PEOLOG.] 

r hauB I nieniayled Jien I schewe, fforaothe, when I fait fyisf 

, my hert wax wariue, and treuly, not ymagynyngly, hot ala 

it wer viitk aenatbyH fyer, bymed, I was forsoth memayld' as J)o 8 

F*^ byrnyng* in my saule byrat vp, and of au vnwont aolaa ; for vncuth- 

nea of alike helefuH habundance oi't-tymes haue I gropyd my breste, 

sekacdly whedyr fia birnynge wer of any bodeiy cause vtwardly. 

with Bpirtiuni HoV when I knew pat onely it was kyndyldf of gostely caua inwardly, 12 

and jiat fia brynnyngo was nojt of fieschly lufe ne corecnpiacena, in 
ge gift of Jiia I consaued it was pe gyff of my maker; Glad perfore I am 
moltyn in-to pa deayre of grettar lufe, and naraly for influence of 
I pe moate awete likyng* & goately swetnes pe whilk" vfiUi pat gostly 16 

I flaume pythely my mynde has comfortyiJ. ffyrate Ireuly, or pia 

I comfortabit heef, & in aH deuocion swettyat in me wer ached, 

plainly I troue^ slyke hete to no man happyn in fia esiH : Sot 
[Foi. I, h] treuly, so it enfiaumea pe saule als pe element of fyer per wer bym- 20 
ynge, Neuer-pe-loa, als sum say, sum per ere in criatia lufe bym- 
ynge, be-coua pai ae pame pia warliJ despisynge, witA besynes giffyn 
onely to godi's aeruya. Bot ala it wer if pi fynger wer putf in fyer, 
Tiia loiii la it aulcf be cled wyth feleyngi byrnyng' : So pe aaule with lufe (ala 24 
•tithiiin. before sayde) sett o-fyer, treuly felya moato ventiy hete; bot sum 
tyeme more & more intens, & sum tyeme lea, after pe sufEcrynge of 
Jje frolety of flescE. 0, who ia paf in dedely body, pat pis grate 
hete, in hia he d^re als pis lifi may soffyr, continiily beyng* may 28 
longe berel Defaute treuly hym behouea for swetnea & gretenea of 
ao he desyre & lufe vtwarde; and no meruayH pofe many^ of pis 
. warld passynge futt gredely wold kache, & wUh fuH hoto desyre 

jeru ilif, fat in fia honyly flauiue with woundyrfuH gyfta of Mynde 32 
hia saule he myjt^ ^elde, and so sone to be takyn, & entyr pe com- 
panyea of paim pat ayngis loueynge^ to per creator wi'tA-outen ende. 
niiinoriha Bot some pingi's to charite contrary happyns, ffor fylthia of fleati 
out tills Ileal, crepya tempynge reatfuH myendya ; bodeiy nede alsao & mans freyl 36 

' In margin in another hand mane. 
I * OppusiU fhia word in vtwrgin in anofker liand LoTioiigc, after llie lung i« J 

prajue. 
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I. Ch. 1.] I. The Fire of Lime. The Beasm fm- this Book's Nm 

affeccione iiitpryntyiJ, v/iik angwya of Jiis wrechyd exile, fis liete 
aiiintyme |?a Icso,' and fe (laume, whUk vnJyr fjguve I caU fyer, 
be-cftus it bryniies & lightw, Jiai hyndor & heuy. And ttouly, jiLf 

4 fai take it^ nojf fully a-way fat a-way may not be takyn, ffor it has 
vnibelappyd alt my hart* ; Bot for slyke fiinges, jjia mosto happy buti 
liete, at Bum tymea absenf , apperis agayne ; and I, als wer greuouBly 
cold* abydynge, finke my-self desolate to tyme it com agayne, whiles 

8 I hauo not {nla I was wount) fat felynge of gostety fyer, to f e whylk' 
aH partyea of body & saule gladly aplyea, & in fe whilk' fai knawe 
fame-self sekyr. H More-ouer and, alepe gayiie-standea me als an sieai 
enmy; for no tyme me heuya to looa bof faf in fe whillc con- 

2 streny<l I jelde to alepeyng'. Wokynand, treuly besy I am to warms 
my saule ala wer -with oalde f irleii, fe whilt, aattyld" in deuociofl, I 
kuaiv wele sett o fyer, & wit/j fuH grete desire lyf f abowne aH erthely 
fingi's, Treuly, afRuence of fie euej'lastyng' lufe to me cuntmeawdr 

6 no)t in ydilnea, nor I myjt fele fe goetely hete, while I waa wery 
bodiily for trauayH, or treuly vn-maneily occupyeiJ wit7i warldly "'"' 
iiiyrthes, or ellea wi't/i-outen meaure gyfen to diaputacioiS ; hot treuly 
I liaue felf my-self in slyko finges wax cali to tyme, aH finges 

pult o-bak* in whilk* vtwardly I my)f be occwpyed, onely to be in 
fo sight of my savejour I haue stryfvyne, & in fuH ynhirly byniynge 
dwelt. IT Qwhare-fore fis hoke I ofTyr to be sane, nojt to phiHao^i nf 
phyra nor wyes men of fie warldi, ne to grete devyens lappyd in wug 

4 questions infenyte, but vnto boystns & vntaght', mora beay to con J 
lufe god pen many finges to knawe ; for treuly, not deaputynge hot 
wyrkand it is kimde, & lofEaado. ffor treuly, I trowe fiea finges 
here cnntenyd, of fiea questionaries, in aH acience moste hy in con- 

8 nyngi, hot in fa lufe of criste moste lawe, may nojt he Tnder- 
standyd'. fl Jjej'foro to fame I hane not written, bot if, aH finges [f" 
forgettyne & putf o-bak< fat to fis warld ia loagyag, onely to fe i.iti 
deayros of oure maker fa to lufe onely he gyfen, ffyrst, treuly, fttt "'"J 

3 fai fle aH erthely digny to, fdt fai hate aH pryde of connynge & vayn- 
glory, and at fe lasW fame confourraynge to hyesf pouwte, f inkand 
& prayaud, beaily gyfen to goddts luffe. J)m» no mfruayl to fam 
aaH appero wi'tA-inforthe fe fyer of vnwroth charite, dressand fer 

6 liartf's to take fe bote vilth whilk' aH dyrknes is consumed, & fai[m] 
liff vp in to byrnyng' lufely & moate mery, fat temporaH fingM fai 
saH pas, & lialdi fame-self in fe seet of endeles resf. ))c more con- 
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1. Fvre of Lffve. Love cf God alom aU EwrtMy TMngs. [Bk. I. Cli.2. 

ynge treuly pai lie, {ic more abyH to lufe be lawB Jiai ar, if fai of odyr 
despiayii be glad, & fame-self gladly dcspyes. H And sen I here to 
■, lufo stynia aH nwni.T of folk, and beay I am of lufe to achew hattiat 
deayre & a-bowne kynde, ' bymnyrif;' of lufe ' fis boka bya nams 4 
eaH bere. 



r. 



Of maus turnyiig to god, and wliiit helpys, & what 
liittys his tiirnviynge. [Cap. II,] 



IU fia wreoliyd dwell iny^iilac 
I 



o of exile abydeyngi, to aH Eiaiier of S 
■ popyH be it knawen, fint no man may y/ith luff of endles lyfe be 
tagbf, nor yriHi- heueiily swetnes be aiioynf, bot if lie treuly to god 
rnnrt ^ be turneif. To byme trenly behofea be tiirnyil', & att ertbly |7iugie 
mm in mynde playnly be twmed fro, or fat be may fe swetnes of goddys 12 
18 lioi'i lufo f in lityH [lin^ lie expert*. Sotbely be ordinate lufe is Jjis 
tumyng' done ; Aa fnt be lufe ()at worthy is to be luffyd, & not 
Infyng* fnt ia not worthy to be lufed, and fiat be byrn more in lufe 
of J>o jfingw (j'lt ia inosto worthy, & lea in fame fat ia lea worjii, IC 
Btoato is god forto be Infeii. MikjH ar heveiily fingos forto be 
■/ luffed ; lityH or noght, bot for nede, erthly fingea ar to be lufFyd. jj 
Wyth-outen doute j)U8 eueiy man to eriste is tumyd!, qwyls of hym 
m™ nojt is deayrde bot onely criate. Turunyng' treuly fro fiiea gudea 20 
oiuiii Jjdt in Jjis warlil fier Infers desaave & nojt defeniV, standys in want- 
ynge of fleschly desire & hatred of oH wrechidaea, ao fat fai savour 
noa ertlily fingi's, nor desyra to wythbali? of warldly f iagis oue*' Jiair 
who strayf nede, Jjai trenly fot rychea hepya, & knawya nojt to whorae 24 
"" fai gedyr, in fame baueynge ^er aolace, sonie-tynie in myrth of 
■"ufr heuenly Infe ar not worf i to be gladded, f of aH f ai fene, be deuociofi 
not holy bot similate, fame-self to fele in fer dtses Home fingw* of 
fat felicite fat is to come ; for treuly for fare foule pi'eau^/tpcioa fro 28 
fat awetnea fai haiie fallen, wit/i whylk goil/s Infers ar aoftynd Ss 
made swete, for fai vniiiano'ly wytb wnildly nione has armyd fame- 
aelf*. AH hifo treuly faf in gode endys not, wikkydnoa ia, & fe 
hafars makis euyB. Qwharefore lufaiiJ fe warldly exceleuce wit7t 32 
wrechyd lufe ar aet o fyer, and ferfer fai ar fro heuenly hete fen ia 
ifoaa f 6 space be-twix f e hyest heuyn & lawyat place of f e erth. // Jjai aekyr 
"<- ar likkynde to fat fai lufe, for why fai ar confowrmed! to wanton con- 
cupiscence, // And wiVi haldynge olil manera of wrecbidnes in vanite 36 
of fia lyfe fai lufe for, holy lufe, Wliarefor fe ioy of clarenes fat 
s^ not rote, fai chaunge to wantoned! of beute fat aal nojt last. \}is 
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Bk.I,Ch.2.] J. S%e Fire of Love. Waya of the Eled and Condaamd. SI 

sotliely sulft [lai not do, hot if fai wer Wynded wi't/i fyer of frawarcl I 

liife, f e whilk' waatb burionyng' of verteu, & norryachea |jb plantes [Pol. ii. b.] J 
of art vyce. ffor sotS many in womanJy bewte ai' nojt setf, nor Mnny inawd I 
4 lykea Lyeliery, wharefoi' Jjame-self be snvyd as wer w/tA sikymes upon wom- I 
}iai trayat, and for onely cliastite, the wliilk fai bere wtt/i-oute, ' I 

ala^ sayntea fai wene jtai paa aH: o^er ; bot wikkjdly fjw jjai fiuppoao I 

& aH in vayn, when couetyes, Jie rote of eynnes, ia nojt drawne owte, 
8 And trauly, aa it is wryten, no finge is wars fen. mone to lufo. fior s 
■wliyla Je lufe of temporaH finge fe Iiart of any man occupyes, no Hi"! moimj-, 
denoeyoa playnely aoffyre hyni haue, Lufe treuly of god & of fia 
warU neuer in one eaule may be to-gydir ; bot wlios lufe ia atrengar, 

12 fe tofer oute puttia, fat oppynly (ma may be knawen wlio is Jiia ^t^^^l 
warldya lafar and wbo criatis^ felower.^ Certanly als cristas lufare '■i'""'"*'. 
behavys pam-aelf agayna f e wai'ld! & [le fleach, ao lutfars of f e warlde ["jj'n^'''* 
behavya Jjome-selP agayns god & \er awen aaule. // iJai treuly fat lAatier of 

1 6 ere ohoayn, ettya & drynkea ; bot euer to god -with idl f ei- myndfl fai <''«*y°' '< 
take entent in aH ely* f iiigea ; not liiat, bot neda only f al sekp. Of 
ertlily f ingea fai" speke w/i/i angwya, & nojt bot paaayngly, nor in 
fanie makand no tariyng*, & (ton in mynde jit viith god fai ar, and 

20 fe remenantF of tyme fai jplde to ^pAia aeniys, no^t^ standyng" in 
ydilnea, nor to playa no wondyrs rynnynge, fat ia fe tokyn of — 
reproueiV, bpt ratlier honestly fame-self bohaiioynge, f«t to god 
longs, awdyr to apek' or do or fink, f ai irk^ nojt. Eeprevyd treuly Maner of 

24 aH-way agayns god idiUy behavys fame-self : godts worde treuly f ai "i"*"*'' 
here wiVi hardnea, fai pray witA-out«n affeccyoil, of god fai f ink? 
w(t/i-outen swetnea, Jjo kyrk' fai entyr, & fyllia f e wallya ; fai knnk "^"^^'j ^ 
\er brestia, & ayghynga jeldya, hot playnely hot fenyd, fior why fai "i^iIbIi. 

28 cum to fe eghen^ of men, no flng" to' fe eyra of goil. Treidy when 

fai in body ar in f e kyrk, in mynde dyatract' fai ar to wnrldly gude, but Hiair 
fe whylk fai haue or eia deayrs to haue, wbaro-fore fare hart fro god itoirgoodi. 
ia far. // Jjai ett & drynk, not to fare nede bot to fare lust, for hot 

32 ill lycherua fode fynde fai sauour or awetnea. Thay gif more-ouer 

brede to fe pore, clethynge paiaiintyr to fe cold, bot whils faro ^'^''"''^" 
alni!«iis done in dedaly aynne or for vaynglory, or aekyi'ly of finges ''"<"»■'"■ 
vntreuly gettyn, no mej'uayl if fai pleae nojt our gnynbyer, bot vnto J;5'^"^J|'^ 

36 vengeance pj-ouoke owr luge. // Qwharefore ala choayn, whila y. 
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s but gradually. [Bk. I. Ch. 2, 3. 



;ni fe warlil or fe fleach take hede, to god aH-way Jjej* inynde haue 
ly besily, bo re[irevyJ, wliyls fsii semo to god du seyuys, besy to }» 
warlff & to fo jjinges fi'it to fe watSi* & flescli pe?-teiiBs, iw Ijesynea 
of hert gretely ar rauyscht^. And ale choayn, god nojf displesys 4 
when fai \er nede releve, so repreuycf, god nojt pleaya in guda 
dedys fat ar Bene doo, ffor fej' gude dedya fuH few, viilh moiiy itt 
id dod7» ar mengyd. // The fende ako has many fe whilk ive trowe be 
"* gude : he has for notB almiw giffars, Chaaf, & meke, fat ia to say, 8 
synnats callamJ fame-self", wt't/i hayer cledl & penance ponyachid — 
Ynder wenynge^ treuly of helo, is liyd oft-tymea dedely woundes. // 
J3e fende alsBo hauya not few haaty to ivyrk, & besy to prech ; bot 
doutlea all fame hym wantea in charite fat ar warmed, and to aH 12 
ranite slawe. [Wickyd treuly to vyl delectacion] aHway ar gredy, 
& vnto gostely exercise als dede, or els keate doune wttA fuH greto 
■ febilnes, whos lufe is euer in-ordinate, ffor more fai lufe gudes 
ui teroporaH fen eternaH, and more fer bodyea fen fe»" sanies. 16 

.".J That no man may sodanly come to \\y deuociou, nor 
be wett -with swetnes of coatemplacyone. Cap. III. 

iHt CJ cheuyd trenly it ia to lufera fat in fyrat jeria of fer twiTiyng", 

m '' V3 no man to hee deuociofi may attene, nor witA swotnea of con- 20 
tempiacyofl fully be moyateiii ; vnnetli treuly seldnm, & ala wer in 
twynkiUyng* of an eghe, fai ar grannted! to fele somqwhatt of heuenly 
f ingea, & softly prcfetaniJ at f e last in apirj'tt fai ere made stronge, 
Aftyrwarde when fai haue taken sadnes of raaners, and, as fis pre- 24 
Benf chaunabyliiea sofyrs, fai ar gone vp to stabylnea of mynde, 
treuly wit A grete traiiaila some perfeccion ia gettyn, fat fai in godly 
lufo sum ioy may fele. % Keuer-fe-les it is nojf sene fat aH 

ihB treuly, fof fai be grete in vertow, onon fele warily fe wammea of 28 
charite increate or vnwroghf, and in fe flaume vnmesurde of lufo 
fai, meltand in fame-self, may synge fe aonge of godi's loueynge. 
Tliya miatery treuly fro many is hydd, and to few mosto speciaH it 
is Bcheuyd ; for f e hyar f ia degre is, f e fewer fynders has it in f ia 33 

doea i' warld!. // Seldome (no mwuayH) we fynde any saynt, or so pai-fyte iw 

j«- fis lyfe, wt't/i BO he lufe takyn up, fat he in contomplacyon wer lyft 
to BweLnes of melody, fat is to say, fat he in hym-self myjt take f e 

til heuenly soonde in to hym ached, and ala wer wtVt melody he suld! 36 
gayn-jelde lovyngj's to god, & many notys makaiul in gostely 
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lovyngo, and fnt in liym-aelf myjt ielo frtt liete of gotlis lufe.j 
Aud neuer-fie-ifls, maruayl it ia [iiit any man oonteniplatyue odyr- 
wyes fiul<J be troucJ : for [le paalnie, tronsfourmftS in-lo fe persona 
4 of man coutemplatyue, sayea ; Transiho in domum dei in voce exul- ' 
iaeionis f eoa/eimioniB, fat is to aay : 'I saH go in to godw hows in 
voyce of gladnes & of eclirift',' qwbilke loueyng" Is sownde of hyma 
Jjfflt etis, pat ia to say, of hym fnt is glad of lieuenly ewetnes. // 
8 Parfyte forsotii Jiat in-to Jjie passynge pieiite of endelee frenscliyp ar 
takyn, taght wit/; swetnBs Jiat sait not waste new lyffe in fi6 clere botmimij 
clifllea of fuH swote charite, and in holy coujisaili of uiyrth fai ■ir»i'«t>;iD 
drawe in to pere saulea happy hete, wit/i fe whilk fai, grotoly giaddyd, nuppj mat. 

12 has gretttfJ- comfoitli Jjen may be trowyd of goately Ictwary. IT In 
fame, treuly lufandl fe Leght of endelea heritage, is fis refi'eachynge, 
to whonie forsoth happyns dyees in fis exile : / and fat to fame 
emonge saH not appere vnprofctable fat fai be some jeris be Ood'i loteiw f 

16 poiiysuht, fe whylk to sytt in heuenly aetys witA-outyn party ng* iion, 
sail be lyftt Of aH fieachly alsso fai ar clioayn, in ayghte of our 
maker to be iiioste dere, & clerely to be crouneil. // Uyrnt treuly fai 
ar ale aeraphynue in hy hevyn, whos body bo faimo-self has sityn, 

20 & fw myndea cmange aungeb walkaniJ to criste, far lewtman, fai *iit,flmonn 
liaue dosyrde : fe wLilk' alaao most* awetely has songen fia prayer .ihkUii* 
'of eridlea lufe in Ihesu loyand ; / ' honely hete, aM delJte swettar, EnifitM Lm 
aft tiuhea raoro delectable 1 O my god, o my lufe ! in-to me scritli -Mj God. 

24 with f i charite f irlyd, vtUi f i bewte wounded! ; aclyde doune & 
comfortfi me heuy; medecyn, to me wrecB, to fi Infer achewfi-self ; 
hehal<}, in fo ia i^ my deayre, & aU ray Iierf sekis. IT To fe my [foI. iii.b.] 1 
Lert d(?syrea ; to f e my flescfi ia f iraty ; and foil to me opyna not, my ii»i 

28 bot tuina fi face. j3ou spars fi dore & hydes fi-self, & of an '"lo". 
innocont/s payns fou laghya It Emonge neuer-fe-les fro aH erthly 
fou tauyacfies fi lufers, fou takea abowno ait deayre of warldly 
f inges, and of f i lufe fou makes fame takers, & in lufytige fill grete 

33 wyrkera. Qwharfote in gostely songe of byniyng vp biratynge, to 
fe, loueyngea fai offyr, and wi't/* swetnes fe dart of lufa fai fele. 
Hayle ferforo, o hdly lufe euerlaatynge, fot^ va raysea fro fics lawe Hia.* 
finges, & with fio oft rauyachynge to fe sight of god/s raaiostoe va bMoi: 

36 reiu'tsentys. IT Cum in to mo, my leman ! Al fat I bad 1 gaf for 
fe, and fat I suliJ hauo, for fe I hauo forsaken, fat foil in my 
aaule myjt hauo a mansyoQ it forto comforlll. Forsake fi'U neiur 

I hym fat fou feloH so swetely ami^l in f i desyro, so f (it wM atoeta J 
' JIS. Jwt liQt, 
L ^umh, 



I'B 1. The Fire of Lmx. God's Fco'e-ordiiinimj of all Things. [Ek.I.Ch.J 

oe bymynge desyre emonge fi halsynge euei" desyree to be, bo graunt 
IfcThMfor me grace to loue fe, in )ja to reef, f^tt in fii kjngJome I may be 
worthy wit/i-outen cnde fe forto see.* 



^ pat ilk man chosyn of gode has lue state orcland. '. 

Cap. IV. 

« TNlufeof lyfocuc?'liistyiigp, nioiicontei?(platyii(i]iily))(itarbryndo, 

• X fiai or foraoth aa liyesf in luflyeat bymyiig', Si mirycst of Jje 
lufer euerlaatynge, so [jtit fai seldm/t or neuer gos vtwarii to warldly 8 
besynes, nor jlf tiik Jib digiiite of ^yorachyp or prelacy, Irafc ratliet 
cei-tanly \tith-m faine-selfe, fiame-self- wiVi-balilynge viiih ioy to 
criste iu mynde fiai alway oacendl in voyce of louoyiige, 1[ In {lia 

■ treuly fe kyrk felouys^ aungellis lerarebys, in fte wbilfc" aungellis 12 
nioate by vtwaiil' ar not sonde, to god eueraioiB nere beand!. If So 
onely besy fai ar in godia ayght, fiat in cristjs Infe ar he & contejn- 
plncyon, & Bouefante Jiai take nojt emongis men ; hot to odyr it is 
kepe, fat ar more occupyed wi'tfc mannys hesj-nes, & le[s]BB vse 16 

c- inwarde lykynge. IT Ilk closyn, fecfore, his degra bas of god! 
ordand before ; so fat wliilJs lie fia to prelacy is cbosyn, bo pis to 
god witA-iii is beay to take liede, & god ■ff/t/f-in pecto Iiym lyftia 
eo fat be lefe aH vtwardf occupacyofl, IT Slyko sofly ar niosto baly, 20 

J & )it of men ar haldyn lagEyst ; fTor fai seldom gos vtwariJ miraclys 
to do, because in mynde onely fai dneH. ^ Of oper treidy fiat 
botfi to goddi's sCTTiiB Jiame-self aubniytt/s, & fei-e BOgett(> discretely 
gouym. H To ojjcr alsao fat before men lyfe in flescbly penance vn- 24 
sene, oft-tynies in fei'o lyfe tokyns gi'auntytJ ar scheuyd, or ellya aftei' 
fere dede, fof aH in pnrgatory Bom-qwhiH fuH acbarply fai be 
ponyschitJ. H AH aayntis treuly miracles hafe nojf done, nouder in 
fere lyf nor aftyr fere dede, nor aR dampnerP, owdyr in fere lyfe or 28 
after fere dede, miracle baue wantyd. ^ ))e dome treuly of god la 
p7'euay, fat yH wars sul(J be made tokyus sene of synnars. H And 
fa fat ar guyd! suliJ be more wbik iu lufe of fer makar, fo fingea 
despisyd! fat to gude & yH comonly may be hod. H Some forsotfi 32 
glide dedya bas wrojt, [hot] nojf godz's bot mannys ivorscbip fai bane 
Bojf, & fis aftei- fer dede pej'yBcbis, fat only baueantJ fat in fis 
warliJ fai hafe desyreit. Itt happyna treuly ofUsythes fat meynly 

J glide & lea paj-fytf, mirakyls has done, fTuH many alaao hegbe in 36 
douocyoue iu beuenly setya before goddis maiesto playnly aesaye, 



' (her this idord in aiiollicr koiid follows. 



J 
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haurmiJ ^er uiedys emonge Jio liegli companya of licuen. 1! ffor fe h. Mioiimsi'i 
feste of sayiit myoliael specieily is worscliypf , nnd jit of Jie liye&t •"! iionour. 
ordyr of annj^els he is iiojt' trouyd. Some uJbo to god ttirnyit, & iinotofua 
4 peimnce doaiido aiiil warldly erandi'a forsakaniT, in per mynde ioya "f «ng<ta. 
if (iCT- name after fere dede anensse lyfara may bo woracliipt ; to fe 
wLilk" criati'a treu Benian'l' suld' take no liode, als in auiityr be looa 
aH pat be wyrki'i*. IT Jjo fingin tteuly Jiat comon ar to gode & yft, 
8 of Bnyntf'a ar not to be deByril, bot cbarite & gostly vertnys wilJi- 
outyu eeseynge in per hart/« be fcfltyniJ, JJe wbilk not only [je sauJe 
kepya fro fylth of aynnes, bot pe body ala in pe dome BaH rays In 
endelea mynit. IT AR pinge treuly pat bere is done, sone ccasya & aii iiiinni 

12 ileis j peie treuly, audyr in worscbip crin confusion, wtt/i-outyn end! I'SHeanrian 
pni siiH Inst. Actync pn-fore, & p»^latw olete in co?niynge & veiiiew, 
uifu couteifiplntyue bi'foie pame-Belf* suld' sett', & bel'oro god prv ArtWe mtii 
bettyrs pamu Laid!, paiue-Belf* not ti-ouand worpi to be gyfen to coniempia- 

16 conte?iiplacyoQ, Int if parauut;)' goddts grace to pat Jianie wolilf iIut* umn- 
eiispyi", 

DiB'erciis be-twix godit liifnrs & Jie warklis ; & per I 

medis. [Cap. V.] ' 

20 l^To-tbynge feiys ninns sanle pa byvnjnge of endelea lufe, (ieNoB»«B 
X* ivbilf bRfore aH warldly vnnite paj-fytle lias not foraaltyn, to uf io;"i.iiu 
heueuly piiigia atndynnii beaily to be giffyn, nnd wi't7i-outyn ceesyngo rake" •» 
goddis lufe desyre, and nli creatoM/^ to be loffydf niiinwly to lufe. / vmUij. 

2i Treuly if aH pinge pat we lufe ive lufe for gwl, god rather in it pen 
it wo Info / & so, not in it, bot in* god, we delite, whome forto vsiB 
w(t7i-outcn en'i we saH he glatT. IT Wyckyd treuly pis warld! Info, 
BettnniJ pere-in pe Inst of pere delectacyofle ; & po ping('«r onely p«t I 

28 to pis warld!> ioy langi's, pa couet" w)tft-outen cossynge. And Imw 
may a man do more fondly / more ivtechidly or damjmahiliy, pen 
fully to lufe pingi's t7-aneitory & fnylynge, onely for it^eelf i IF The 
triuile god treuly onely for pe self" ie to lie lufydi. IT Ptit we per 

32 fore oure mynde in it fully, & be we hesy aH cure myndes in to pe 
onde to bere, pnt we in itP wi't/i-outen enii may be gladynil', so p('t 
we lufe our-self', & nl piugi's pat we lufe, for paf allone. IT Bot pat ti« .inner 
synnar legliea, pat says ho lufes god, & ^it ho dredys not to senyf heformuS' 

36 syn. like man treuly pat lufyee god is fre, nor to bondage of synue ^i — " *■" 
byndea nojf bym-Bclf', bot to Jie Bpniys of lightwisnes stedfastly 

Iatttudya. H Qwhills wo treuly ertlily piugiii or comlorlB hifya fur 
' iu fit margin in aiiollier Itaiid. 



I 10 1. The Fire of Love. The Joys of the Lffvers of God. [Bk. I. Ch. Sfl 

in ]ie eelf", god wtt/i-oaten doutto we lufe nojt, forsoth hym ncrt 

w" sarifan^ ; bot if in creatou^-a we be delittyd, bo (lot we our maker 
sett behynde, & ])o ^iugt« ))at endle^ ar not, karis to felowe, als 
gtxi hatand! we saH be demed. ffuH frawnrde treuly to f e eaiUe it i 
is / tokyn of dHmpnacyofie & fe tokyn of endlea dede, whan man 
holly gyfea hym-self vnto fis warld, and in liyuera desyrea of Jjb 
floacE & errours ho gos as liym lyat. )?(« no nieruayH is a v^rech 

•■r destruj'dj II and whils be wenis to folow^in lust, to penanco of 8 
beH ay-lastand be byes, H Jjcrfore no man suld! dar lu-eanme, nor 

v'.ii.] be pryde raisi vp bym-aelf' when he is iloapisid to hya repreue / or 
wbeii flitynges to byin ur oasf , nor liym-self defoniJ, or for iH worded 
iH gif agayne, H bot aH Ijing*, aHswele lovynge ala reprefe, euenly 13 
berjng". On fts wyes treuly doande, we witli-outen ends wiVi crinte 
aaH be glad, H gif we witA-outen leffyngG, lufe hyni in fiis lyfe; 
wbos lufe in bartia rotyd & made sekyr, va makes lyke vnto hya 
lyknos, and ofer ioy, fiat is to say godly, in-to vs be puttia, wttA 16 

>Tt byrnynge lufe playnly our royudea myrtbantP, 11 His lufe trouly is 

rnnr/fyor, firy makani! euro sauloa, & pourgia fame fro aH degres of 
syane, makan<J Jiame lyjt & byinande; wbylk fyer byrnand! in )iaiii 
}wt ia cbosyn, myndely euer makes fame vp foi'to loke, and deda in 20 
Jier desjic oontiuuly to witA-bald. H Qwhorfore whils we may syn, 
lat va charge fis warldw prospecite to flee, adueraite to bera gladly. 
II An euyH mynda foraoth loaya wbila it ioya, & wbila it in 
creatowra aekia gladnos, als wer wiVi a flatwynge venome J>b aalf- 24 
kyllya : wbos contagyuste to eacbew be wele wur, gostly fode 
bebftldand, fat to byrnynj,'' lufara holy ia ordand in heuen. H And. 
BO crista gi-auntyuge, be we comforth in Bwete sange of charite, & 
be" we delityd iu so awete douocyoufl, wbila wjkyd slope in borribul 28 
dyrknea, & ful of aynuea goa doune to paynas. 11 fEuH gteto raer- 
uayle it aemys, fjdt mortaH man in so begh lufe of god may be takyn, 

iH. fat be in his niosto pj-euay substance no fing" felys bot heuenly 
solace, & als wer goyng* to begbe clere deayre, in noys of organea 33 
to be contemplatyuo ; fe wbilk fat of oilyr ia done to sorow, 
turnya fanno to ioy, so fat fai seme in saule vnabiH to sofEyr 
payn / fe wbilk" also may not witA dredo of liude be turbyld, nor 
fro restfulnos to vii-os on any wyes be meuyd. H Wi't/i l»sy lufe 30 
trouly he bis styrd, & in fogbt fat is coHlinnly in IbtHU, ful sone 
he peraauya bis awen defautoa : fe wbilk correctand, forward of 
fam ia war, & so besily he berca ri3twysnBs to fe tyme to god be be 




Bk. I. Ch. 5, 6.] I. The Fire of Love. Love of Ood above KnmoM^. 1 1 

led, & sittis in setys eu6»*lastyngo with houenly citesyns. II Qwliare- uu w* vU 
fore clere he standes in conscience, & stedfast* in aH gudo way^s, ^n <*iti««>n« nf 
whilk* neuer is noyec) with warldly heuynes, nor with vaynglory 

4 gladynd. U Obstinate treuly in warkitf vnclono, fe lufo of criato Thnu© jiw- 
knawes nojt, for fai with flesclily likynge ar byrnti, II and to god }JjJj/J5*J,\i[y 
fai jelde no deuociofl, for fe byrdyn of riches mth f c whilk fai nr «»"'»«fi i«ve. 
])irstyn to ])e erth. fforsoth ))ai ar not ordand to hauo delytcs of 

8 paradys, hot in fer frawardncs gose to fere dedo ; & ferforo worf oly 

]>e7' heuynes sal not be lessyndl, nor sorow of ^er dampnaciofl sal bd 

put bak, for ))ai wilfully gos in lustt^ & synys, & luf of ))0 ondelos 

lufar for fals luf frawardly fai haue losf . H Q wharf or© in paynos 

12 pe?'petuaH, fat Jjai haue synnedl, playnly fai satt forfiiik^, 51 and jif 

of syns bai satt neuer be clensydl, bot endlesly bymyd ytiih fyris mmwn n\w\\ 

^' -u '^y ^ - ., ,, V V V V burn III «iiU« 

contmuyd with-outen any comforther. // Imm (ittm«#. 

Qwarfore is it more to take entent to lufe of god ])en 
16 to konynge or disputacion. [Cap. VI.] 

Emonge alfingt^ fat we wirk* or finko, to fe lufc of god bo wo tMmm$ j 
more takand hede fen to connyngc or disputacioft. Lufo <|»<t'N h)t« 
treuly delytes f e saule, / & conscience makes sweto, drawand it fro e^wy\m §r 

20 lufe of lusty f inges here beneyth & fro desyro of nrnni awen excel- 
lence. IT Connyng* wtt^ute charite beldes not* to endolcn hool, 
botf bolnes^ to moste wrechedf vndoyng. IT Strong* f erfor© bo our© 
sanies in takyng* of harde labours for god, & bo it wyes vfith houenly \f**^' v. tj 

24 sauoMr, no^f warldly. Desire it* to be lyghtynci with wy«dom© ond- 
les, & with fatt fyer to be enflaumedf wM whilk* som ar iiyrd 
onely ouie maker to luf & desjrre, & my^ly i» mad© iirang© to 
despisynge of aH transitory f ingi#« In fie© fing/# fat abydo^ no)t^ 

28 countand fies per moste solace fat fai h©r© han© no duoUyng*, 
heuenly place nc^t made wliJt hanJ wtiJi-miien cemynp^e fai mkdf 
& cries : ifiht muere cristas en/, ^ nu^ri tuerumf * Criirt© iormUt lyhf 
& giete wjnnyng* to dj/ H Trettly fbesoiti^ b© Ittfyn god f^i to no 

32 wicked likejnge consentui. In aU mykyH ceHmlj i» mmt t^ tm 

crisis lufe, alls he hym-self ddyien in warMJy fing^, f Qwarttfrf^y it im4mfmf, 
-^fou lufe gwf, fi werk* fat^ scht^jn ; (hr h« namr i» prrmmt io inh *mwm%. 
god, wbils to wicker! ilmjte» \ui i« m^A» i($ ^nmm^. f Tb«jrf//r« Uf 

36 aH fai ar in )n$ esul^ fw dax I #c;b€^^, f»i aH f^i )^ tm\im (4 «H 
Jiugfi: f «it wfll* mot hdfi^ ii»-io> Aji^mm etwli«« fai salf bft; k^^ & f ^ 






I. The Fire of Love. The Illi'is of Zoecrs of God. [Bit. I. CIi. 6i' 

aaH fele wit/»-outea ende bj-rnynge of fa fyer of lieH, pat here with 
liife of fPCT' gaynbyar^ wjiIiJ nojt be lyglityrj, H Soiulynl ^ui aall ho 
1^^^^ fro )ie compitny of syngars iu cbarite uf per mnker, & besily fiai eaS 

^^^H sorow, t'to myriA keat out« of syniigantl! iu ILesii, watityii);^ )ic clemes i 

^^^H & p0 ioy of faiuo fat sail be cronnyd. H Sor leuyr famo 

^^^H liliH wbyle iu warlJly softnes tory, )*u soffyr penance pat per t 

^^^H luyjt be cleiised / & fni kunie fuH of pytc before fe defeudar of oU 

^^^V gode. Iu Jje alippyr wny Ireuly & pe brode, i« pis vale of weiiynge 8 

^^^ f(ii hnue bene deliiyd, wher is no place of gladues, bot of laboMj- ; 

Wnrtiiiy iin- whoiefore wilA-outen relese, in tonrmentis ftai saH aorow, wlien pore 
"h^'h"""" ^ I*^ euejlaatyug' Bfll bo lioriie, & be made glatle iu fe dolites of J» 
are i»ni« Iu godbedo gifaud lyfe, )ie whilk* with vei-tuea wer arrayeil fuH treuti " 
tuUnif. Bo.in<>, & in gostely hete happily has florisclied, ];of aH in worth] 
]teglit< of fia warld! fai bane talcya no solace, nor cniang' vniioleui 
wyeanien fai haua not aawen pride, bof of wikkyd men pai liaue 
born greiics, & temptacyons fat haue exclude fro pa saule, fe tmne IG 
of f e tcinite fat in pes fai myjf be haldyii. II And treuly fai haiio 
wodiiJ olil vnthriftynes of veueuius lyfo, clerly loueauit & moat 
gladly goatlybente; and playa of softnes, fe whiJk'jonge agu'acceptis, 
& vnwyae warldly men deajTs, fiii haue deniyd worjii reprefe, fink- 20 
aUi! w»Vt continuance eharitefuH aabge in to our makar aseendynga. 
H ffor wliilk f inge, takara of hifly ioy, & heete consauand' fat may 
not be consumyd, in songe fai ryn of denn couipanyB & lufly armony, 
and in frendely myrtS heuenly fai baue in-3etf a schadow agayne 24 
aH hete of lychery & fyltfi. 11 Qwharefore in byrnynge of swettest 
y lufe fai nr tiikyii vp to fe bebaldyng- of fei- !e;iitnan, & he flannie 
happyeet florischand^ fai ar in vectew, it frely loues per maker : and 
'Uh per mynde now goa, in-to melody chnnngyd fit Jastys, and fe 28 
thoytliia fro hens-furtR ar made aonge, and fe haiiti of fo sanle, 
Leuynes kest oute, with wondyrfuH musyk' is fultillyd!; so fot 
prikkyng* before ploynly it has losP, & hole in bee swetnes enejTOore 
it" abyilis, fuH meruellusly syiiganiJ in henyly BWete nieditacion. 32 
H fforfej'niore, when fai go fro fis hardnos, and fro disosys fat here 
happyna, fen fe tyrao corayS fat fai sal be takyn, & wi'tA-outen 
doute to god he borne wttfi-outen sorow, & cmong" aeraphyn haue 
bj per setys ; ffor |)ai att-to-gydyr sett? on fyer ivitA fyer of lufe moste 3G 
hcglie, and wjtA-in fer aaulea byrnautt, so swetcly & deuoutely fai 
ba iouyil! god, fat whftt-8ome-eU(?j- fai felf in f anie-selP, iicef it was 



gostly, heuenly aonge and godly awetneBr! H Herefore treuly it ia, wi 
fat fai wi't/i-outen Louynes dy, sotbely WiVt loy pnsaaad vnto so ">> 
grete degre iu endles woracliip (lai are lyft, and ar crounyt* in be- 

4 haldyiige mosto plentovoiur of (lec makar, eyngand! Wi't/i delist 
wlieris, fe ivliilk" also more byrnyngly desiris in-to fat godheile 
Jjflt rauljs aH finge. 11 And forsotB, Jiof fai now clerely Iwliald 
]io chere of trentfie, & wttA likyngest swetnes of fe godhede be 

8 luoistyd, If jit no meruayS after a litiH whyle (lai salt be made more 
memellus ; Qwhen bodia of Hiyiit^s )iBt in ei'Lfi. ];is tymu ar holdyn ai 
fro fer graiiys, aaH be rayseit, and ^er sanies ■wtt/i fame aalt bo 
knyttyiB in f 3 last examinaoiofl. IT jien forsoth aaH fai take pi-inci- ui 

2 i>olite eniang' pepyla, / & vnryghtiTes fai snH deme to be dawpned, p« 
If and fai bbH echew |)(it menly goyde wer biyef to come to bliatful- 
iiBs. IT Jje generaft dome sothely fus done, in-to songe enerlastynge ^ 
fai EiiH be borne, & wiVi crista go vp fe Ijeglit of trcuytti, fe fas of " 

6 god vsand wit/t lufe wtt7(-outen end!. — H Of Jjis it is sclienyd fcit a 
swetnes euerlastyny mostis )i«- niyndes, pe wlulk vnabilly to be 
loiisyd', fe bande' of trew charite byudis. Qivarfor rather latt vs si 
seke Jjat Jufe of cristo bym vs w(V(-in, f»en we take hede to disputa- pi 

cioil vnprofetabilt. H Qwliyls we treuly take hede to aekyng" 
vnmanerly, fe swetnes of ettei'lastyng' smellynge we fele nojtj 
H Wharfore many now sanouss in so mykyH in brynnynge of coa- 
nyng*, & nojt of lufe, fat playiily whaf Inf is, or of what* sauoiir, 

4 (tai knaw nojf, fof aH per laboui'e of aH pei- stody fame aght to 
sprede vnto f is ende fat fai myjf bymo in goddw lufe. Alas, for 
schanie ! an olde wyfe of goddw Infe is more esperf, & lea of warldly A 
likyuge, Jien fe grete ilevin, whos stody is vayne ; ffor why, for or 

8 vanite he studys, fat he glorias may apere, & so bo knawon, fat 'i' 
rentis & dignites he mo gett ; f e whilk* a foyle, & not* wis, is^ worf i 

■ to be halden. 



'J 



Of fe caus of hcritik/s, & fayth of pe Tninte. 
32 [Cap. VII.] 

Plente of holy treutb & hoi to fain it aekys, scbewcs fe self; & ^ 
to fe childer of vnite, misteris hyd ar opyn. H Qwharfore 
sofly apryngis frawardenea of heritikw, bot of a vntaght mynde & Hsrs^ 
36 inordinate, f e whilk wi't/i desire of f e awen excellence is blyndid \ Jb™™"™ 
for fai treuly wtt/i-in fame-self, god to reprene be vayne desiris, cesia 
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nof ; of fare addUlynge it" is also fat fai vtwarJ in'tA iilajne argu- 
meuti* gftynatandj's fa treuth. IT And when criatyn religyofl wiH 
alt contrariuate cut a-way, & fully acorde in vnito of lufe, fe maoei' 
of lioretikia & prouiio is, new opynions to getf, & fro fe aaying* of 4 
haly kyrt, questyona vnwont to schowe ; and so fo fingoa fat trew 
cristen men haly baldys, fai Toy wi'tA fer vanitea to aparpyH. 
% Errours of whonie we keabmde a-way says ; fe aone treuiy of 
god, evyn wit/i-outen begyniiyng" to fe fadyr, euermore is to be 8 
trowod & vnderstandeiJ : ffor bot if fe fadyr hyiiie wit/naute 

ii begynynge had gcttyn, fa fuH godliede treuiy in hym sulil not haue 
bene. / Sothely if god fe fadyr aom-tyme had bene, nhon fat he 
had no sone, fen no meruaylo ho was lea fen aftenvarJ when he fe 13 
Bone had gotyn : fat, no man of gude mynde aaH say. % God fer- 

.] fore vnchaungablo, god vnchaungsblo gotlis, and ^n whilk* be has 
gettyn wtt/inauten end / Si fia day also be ceaais nof to gett. % ffor 
noufer fe subsiawc of fo sone aora-tyniB vngctyn niyjt be calle<S, 10 
nor fe boynge of fe getter fe self neuej" felt", witA-oute an onely 
gettyn sone of fe self. Evyn treuiy as fo bogynnyiige of fe god- 
hede, be no reson nor no ivitt" may be futi, be-caiia begynyng* it has 
nof, 80 f a generaciofl of fe sone Wi't/i fe euej-lastynga of fe godhede 20 
vnchaungyngly bydis. H Qwhen treuiy in fe infenite of gode 
mernailo and worschip, witTi-oute begynyngi aH-myghti clerely 
sohouys, to what end mana foly raises fe self to atryue, a eacrameut 
vnabyH to be spokyn to fe eris of men dedly to ecUewl H Ho 
treuiy knawea god paz-fitly, fat hym felya ijicomprehensibyH & viw 
abyl to be knnweu. f B^o fingo sothely parfitely is knawen, bot, 
if fe oaus ferof, how & what wyes it is, pa?fiteiy be knawen. 
Jis pj'saent lyfe treuiy, in paj-te we knaw & in paj'te we can ; in lyf 28 
ti-euly to cum^, parfytely we sal cun & fully, als to creatures is lefuH 
or spadful. H fforsoth he fcit oute fat fat ia jirofitabyH of our 
makar euerlastyng* deayrea to knaw, w/tA-oute dout fro parfyte con- 
yng* of hym fonder he falles. % J30U askea wbat god is, I schortly 32 
to f e answer : Slike one & so grete he is, whatkyns or so mykiS - 
none odyr is, no neuer may be. IT Gyf foil wiH knaw ju-opirly to 
speke qwhat god is, I say, of fia qiiestyon answer saH fon neuer 

y fynde. I haue not knawen ; Aunyels can not ; Archaungelli's haue 36 
not hariJ. Wharfore how waliJ fou knaw fat is vnknawen & a]s 
viitaght^l God treuiy fat is alinyghty, may noght fe teche wbat 
' hyme-self is : % Qwhat god is treuiy, if fou knew, als wys fou suliJ 

1 HS. can. ^| 
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be als god is ; pat, noufiCT- fou nor oper creature may be. IT Standi Tjn 
Jerfore in Ji d^re, and hye Jiingis desyre foil not ! / ffor if pon O"!- 
desyre to knaw whaf god in, to be god |?ou desyrs ; (le wliilf beciims 
4 ])e not. Wele )!ou wote, allone god liym-self knawea, & knaw may. 
Treuly it is not of gods vnpower Jtat lie may not fie tech liym-sclf' 
als he is in hym-self', bot for hya vnhopyd worjjinos ; flbr alike one 
als he is, none ofer may be. If he aoythly' treuly myjt be knawn, 
8 iiicomprehensibyli fen wet he nojf. It is I-nogh perhr to Je to nowi 
knaw fat god is ; and agayna pe it wer gif Jiou wald! knaw qwliat Ooi' '> 
goc! JB. IT Also it is to prays god parfjtely, fat is to say, vn-ahyH 
to be conaauyiJ fully, to knaw, hyra knawynge to lufe, louandly to "ml i< 

12 syng" in hym, syngaml in hym to rest, & be rest inwarcf to endlea 
rest to cume. Lat it not meuo fo fat I haue sayd god parfytely to 
knaw, & I haue denyed hym to may be knawen, sen fe pi'opbet in 
jaalma lias sayd" : PreteTule misericord ia?n tuam seienHfiuB te, j fat 

16 ia to say : ' fi xaeray suhew to fame f e knawea.' Bot f is autorito fwa 
vnde)'atan(J, if fou wiH not erre ; to fame fe knawea, fat ia to eay, 
god to be lufeiJ, to be loveiJ, to be worsctiipyit and glorifyde onely 
maker of aU f ingia, a-bouno aM f ing', be all fing* & in aU flng*, fat 

20 is hliesed! in warldl of warldi's, Amen. 



bat 



lat in Jn3 godhede we aw not to say thre godis or .iij. 
kyndt's, als we say thre peT^ones ; and J)at ilk 
man after quantite of his lufe sal be cald grete 
or smal. [Cap. VIII.] 

Iff any emtntV waldf say, in fe Tj-inite .iij. kyndes, be-cause .iij. in 
pej-soiies fai sny, why suld! fai not alsao say .iij. goddw, sen to 
god b all-one to be god & hia kynde to bel ^ Wo say treuly fe 

28 fadyr ia god, f e sone ia goiH, f e holy goste is god ; H fe fadyr alsso 
is hys kynde, fe aone ia his kynde, fe holy gaste is hys kyndl : & [i 
jit iiof .iij. godz'a nor .iij. kyndes we say; bot' o god .iij persones, to bi 
be of kynde, wi'tA strange fayth we giauwt. 1i O godhede treuly 

32 is of iij. pe?^ones full & parfyte, & ilka persons in fe self contenea 
ffl hole godhede, euynhede & onhede forsodl haueanci aiter fe sub- 
stance of fe godhede, not wantand distinccion of diuei^ite after fe 
prcpirte of fe name. II Jjai ar also .iij. persones & o god, on kynde, 

36 one substance, one godhede ; and fof ilk pei-sone betokyn fe kynde, 1 1 

Ifof aH per be .iij. persunea, jit ferfote .iij. kyndw saH nojt be vndir- ''« 
' If he saytlily on the iitargin in the same hand. 
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^^^B standyd. % And als our god ))C fadyr & ^o Bono & ))c boly goste, 

^^^^Ki Trinitr kynile we caU, & not.iij., so ))e lie tnnite .iij. pf;-goues, not 
^^^Riood. allonQ wo saH saj'. IT }3e fi^vdyr ia calloiT, bu-<;ause of hym-self ho 
^^^H gutf a Hoiie ; ])o BOue ia cM, be-cai;s i>t )>o fadyr he ia gottyn ; ]ie 4 

^^^H boiy goste, be-caua of bothe pe lioly fader it holy Bono be is spiryd^. 

^^^1 IT J}e fadyr lyfe, gettyii )ie Bone [lyfo] to hyme has gyfen liis hole 

^^^1 substance, bo fat f e fadyr als inykiH auldl be in hys sone ala in hyin- 

^^^K self. . . bot |iQ faiiyr by^s kyiide bos takyn of none, ^e sone treuly 8 

^^^B of his fadyr allon in liis byrtb liaa taken put be is, IT fforsotS pe 

^^^H holy goate of fe fadyr Si fe sone fortbpaasynge, & wi't/i fame & in 

^^^F fame endlesly beyng*, is no nior in Iiyrae-aelf fen in aydere, ^ Evyn 

treuly & euerlastynge be is viil> faimo of wbome be is, sene lie ia 19 
of fe Hame substance, of fe same kyiide A of fe same' godhede, ilfe J>e 
The San b(- fjnJ peraone in trinite. H Jje sone treuly euyrlastyng* of fe fatlet 
w^«m ia be-knme man in tyme, / borne of a niaydyn, fat he mankyndf fro 

fe fendea power myjf gaynby. It J3ia is our lorde ibe«u criste, Jie IS 
whiik only be feBtynd! in oure niynde, fe wbilke onely for vs was 

Ityde in fe croase. 1i No fiDgi treuly is so awete as to hife w-ist. 
And fecfore ranaake we not to mikyli fo fingic fat we in f is lyfe 
iiiay not consaue. In heuen treuly clerar fen lyght f ai sail be, if we 20 
to lufe god gif all our harttw. f We sail be treuly abyH to be 
t%'bf of gofi, & in melody fuH niej-uelhts we snH' ioy, A in he myrth 
our makar loofe, & in fuH swete esincs witA-oute grefe & yrksufw- 
n» who loTM nes, w/t/i-outyn ende. IT fforaotli he fat mikyH louys is grete, & he 24 
greu, fot leste louys ia leste : ffor affei" fe gretnea of chiirite wo bufe in 

Ts, be-fore god saH we be prayaed. So ia not before men, bot he 
tiio'foik fat moste ryches baa or godis, is moato chargid & nauily ilrerf; 
men arc. when fame aght not ao to do, bot* fame most worscbip A drade fat 28 
fai in connynge aupfws bo best. H Mighty men of fia w.irliJ treuly 
may no fing" do bof to far botlys or }tr gudes ; IT Holy men treuly 
Holy men biis more wortbynea ; U fai treuly sal haue power to apar heusn to 
open imvea, fame fat fame disesis, & wald not f erfore do pena;iC, and also beuyn 33 

• to opyn to fame in god fat fame hoe worschippyd & niaynleuedl in 

fia exil, whilJa fai wi'tli charite wer aray<t, & aH vaynglory baa not 
reaauyd. Qwbarfor charite to gett, to baue, & witli-holJ, wiVi aH 
\)er myght & aH f er strenghtes fai suld! trauaytt, fat in fe day of 36 
te'iiptaeioii manfully fai myght' stand agayns fee enmye, & when 
Laienuku fai Salt be p[r]ouyd^, fai mote take fe crowne ol lyfe. IT Charite 
^^^ treuly makea men pai-fyte, & ouely lufand pai'fitely to fe beght of 

^^^^H ' same on the margin, ' be prcvid on the Jiiai-gin. 

mm. 
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lyfe contemplatyua ar gj'dunted to ctime, ^ And trenly pore, Jjof 
aH witft henjnes & vnclennea |)ai be cled, jitt siilil (lai not be 
dcspiayt? ; for fai ar frendis of god & bredyr of cristc, if fai fe riaimr 
4 bywlyn of pouyrte bcre wM dedi'n of loueyiig. / Jjarnie eikyrly fat a^a.m 
JO despyaod ppi-aouys wit/i-oute, witA-in nls heuenly citeBenss ivor- CLri.!; 
scbip je, & in ala itiykiH for god to fer worachip growe je in ala 
mykyH as Le in bis godhed wyrkea priuely, / fe whillc' fnm cow- 
8 forthand says : Bmii paup^res ^oniain- vssh-um eet J-egnutB dei, / iheiniit: 
J?at is to say : ' blissod be je pore, for ^oKrii is^ po kyngdome of god I ' oo^ 
Treuly, grete tribnlaciofl & nede fat Jiai suffyr in fia lyfe, ar pourg- 
ynge of fe?' Byiines ; ffor whills f e pore in body witft hongyr, pLrst, 

13 oaJii' & uakydneB & cjier grenya of fis warliJ is noyei*, in soule fro 

vnclennea & waildly fylthys he is pourgj-d, IT And treuly, in tyma iii«y >i*ii 
to come pe Bwetter Teat of eiiyrlaatynge pore men sflSt fele, in ale iimir inboun, 
jiiykyH as in fiis lyfe moate greuoM labours J»ai haue bome. IT To ™°>"i 

16 (lame Bait longe treuly to say ; % Letati eiujius^jra rfieJua ^wi'ftns wis 
huiniUa»ti, amiis quihuB vulimaa mala, pat is to say : ' gladdynJi we 
ar for fe daya in qwbilk' jjon niekid va, ffor^ jeroB in qwliilk' we 
bauQ Bene grefe,' Qwarforo Jjo birdyn of pouorte hala fou with ioy, tuererow 

20 it ofer wrecbydnes ba mynde gudely to bere, bat be bo aufferance of povmiy. 
tj'ibulaciofl to ioy of pea euei-Listyng [)oa may be worfi to cum 1 

1 pat Jje paHyte Infer of god had lener rynne in-to 

grete payne, t>en ons be syiine greue god ; & why 

2i god tourmentis ryghtwes be wylckyd. [Cap. IX.] 

OP fe grete fyre of lufe so grete hfiiie of vfrteu grows in sanies, Arfgiitti 
fat a rygbtwya niau rajier wal<3 chose to BufFyr aH payne fen f^"^^ 
ones greue god / ])ofo oR bo knew bo penans ha mygbP ryae and ^"i ™' 

28 afterwatiJ pies god more & holyar be. IT ffor ilk' parfyte |?is vuder- 
standis, pat no-ping' to god es more dere pen iunocens, no-pinge 
more plesand pen gude wiH. IT Gyf we treuly lufe god riglitwiely, [Fui.ti 
sonar we wol(J grete mede in beuyn lose pen ones synne venially / ^ 

32 ffor mosto ryghtwes it es, of rigbtwysnes no mede to iisk*, hot 

frencliypp of god, p«t ia hym-aelf. IT Eettey it is perfore euo- tur- J^J^'^^J' 
nientry to suifyr pen ouea fro ryghtwysnea to wyckednes wilfully to ™^^^'\ 
be ledf & knawyngly. [Wherfore it folowys pat pei pat erist eo [j,"^^^ 

36 birningly lufya] p^t on no wys [pai] wiH synne, not onely fio payne 
aaH be free bot wiWi anugels endlesly sal ioy. IT Jja twuly pat 

■ ismlhe JHnj-y/n. '' MS. Hid " MS. if, 
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wikkiil dedi'^ saryf, & warldly & fleschly solace fa weyn gretely is 
to be luled, & (jo Jiiugis lofan^l Jiai desyre, forsotB botli Jie ioy |>ai 
lose Jiat pai lufe, & Tins in-to wrecliidiies )^at )iai escheuyd not. 
Ttip riitiii- IT Bot of sum it is wount to be aaketJ qwhy gml alniyylity vryckol i 
Hud wttii & rijtwea to-gidyr chostys. IT J)ou seia at oua vnder f e ilayH buth 
'"■•i™ '"'' oorne & cai'f", bot in |)e wyndouynge fe caff" is outc cast & (i( 
ule winno" rl^^y ia gcdynii to mans vae. ^ Gyf ftH men trouly lyfed, wt'tA- 
otuur'"'^"" ""'*'» doute ill pes & tranquillite, wtVi-oiiten debate & 

BuliF dueH ; bot sen onionge few gude ar many iH, many disc 
cum, fi't iH may be cliastissyd : & fiis euyH fingw to gude men 
pyns for fiai wilJi iH ar mengyit viito fere dede, Eiglitwes alaan 
fai ar reily to eynii, jint Jwt redynea be not brogbt to deide, be pt' 
waude of oure meke fadyr fai ar taght^ to take here a lyglit" Bcouring', 
so f(tt Jje bitter scouryng' fat" ia to cum ^ai may swijie. IT Jjej-fore 
if pej'Becuciofi, wrecbydnes, & ofter discs fou suflyr, ))ou has fab 
We rtwtii Id aconlys to fe place in (w -whilk* fern dweUiV. Is not fis (le va.yle of IB 
iMTsiiiii teria & tnbubiciofl in ■whilt ])ou art"! hou walil fan ferfore be glad 
in pceaone, & lyfe in pi'ospecite in iiH fine exile, or with-outen dysea 
go ft longi pilgrimage 1 Haue mynde fat criate & liia apostillw has 
Buffynl turmentry, & feu be blys sekia to com to ioy I bot f on saH 20 
I Eyul.Vll.Mnot'_ It fEoTBott owdyr in J>is lyfe f e fyer of goddts lufe f e rnate of 
our gynncs sal waste, & our sanies cleiice to make fame abyH to Se 
to blys, or ellia fe (yer of purgatory aftf*' fia lyfe our saules saH 
ponyscR, if it happyn fat we scape fe fyer of hetl Or ellys faf in 24 
V8 fe strengfit of lufe be nof so mikyH fat aH to-gidyr it may va 
f iHiirM.miBi byru, Wil/i tribulacion, seknes & dises behouys vs to be clenseiJ, 
jnrnig W»'tft-outin doute also fia we haue fat' no Jong* man eraong" flater- 
it holy bj ingM & awete wordya of fayre wymmen & plente of f ingt's likynge 28 
Z'v^i^ may be made holy, bot if it be be f e vntrauyd gretenea of god?> grace, 
wher ao grete & so many stirris many to faH fat alaso oft^tymea 
holy men has bene loat. Qivarefore moste merakyH I trow it is 
qwhen man bo godin grace & lufe of criate f is ohirisehynge parfitely 32 
despisis, & be-twix fis enmys to fe sawie, fof aH to fe flesch fa 
Heme aoff, to fe he holynes of fe lioucwly contemplacion manfully 
goae vp. And witA-outen fayH, fe holyar he is & with aolaee of 
godw lufe more plenteuoaly wit/i-in fyliJ, fat he sett in fyer coutfi 36 
nof bym, & fe foulo luate of vnclene lyfe offerynge fanie-aelP he 
has pai-fitely alokynd. J3e wliilk* no mei-uayH, & fof it be aeldom, 
criste wyi'kia in some to hyme Ijclofyd, of whomc it is say ; ^'- 
' Ovurlincd, wlu'tlicr by Uio xiitiiu liauil or not ia doiibtfiil 
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pandit nubem in pioieeciimem eonaa, 4' ignem vi luceret m pet nim- 
tem, II fat is to say ; 'he has sprefJ a clowyiJ', fe schawdow of god/V 
graco, to fee defcns agayn fleschly desyres, & fyer of endlea lufe to 

4 gyf fame lyght in inynd! wM-in be fe nyghf of fia lyfe, fat fin ha 
vulefuluea of vayce beuto be nof takjn.' Crietia lufe treoly in ti 
fame with bo grete swetnes bymys fiat a fleschly & vnlefuH likynge m 
fame finke als fylth moat fotiJe, & fiertat it (lai despise. IT Jjej'fore ti 

8 touch fou not licherusly fat noudyr is lefuB [to] desire nor to 
haiie. / Haue myade alsao fi haiide, fi tonj;e & Jji body to v/itli^ ti 

■^ hald', & ill wyjidnen disples not fi consciens. Stirryngzs treuly of i^ 
lychery ar aray of men & wymen. Alsso bote letwaris & ofer 
12 metjd Jiat v/itJi. fer bete to inikiM enflaumys (le llescb, wbiik* 
noriscbara of bodis & killara of saulis ar besy to make ; fe whilk ^ 
of cbaato suld! be eachenyiJ. 

pat god in cliaes is to be lufyd and worschipyd ; & 
16 also of myrth & mekeiiea of gode. [Cap. X.] 

Iff tempncaH worschip v/itli seliame be deatrnycl, & waildly with 
vilany be endyd!, knawen it ia witA-oute doute (tut better is a 
repreue fen worschip, & schame fen degre, beuynea fen lovynge ■ m 

20 for be fis fingi's oft^tymes a man acritbia iu-to vayiiglory, be fe 
tof er alway, if man paciently it bare, in fis lyfe to mekenes he suliJ 
be taghf & iw tyme to cum aaH he no payne suSyr, for rightwea 
gode twys saH not ponysch ; it he saH be crouneJ, for paciens of 

24 pore saH not perich wi't/i-outyn eniJ. ""To holynes treuly f ies f ingiW ti 

/ fyrst longis^ in no mane?' to fink*, to speke & do, faf god displesia ; di 

& alsso to fink", to apeke & wyrk" fat god may^ pleae. Do fon fis jjj 

aSter fi connyng*, fnt noufey fou fait in sclaunder nor feyn foil nof ^ 

28 to mikytt holynes, ffor he is a fole fat before men haly desyrs to 
apcre; & cruett, fat when be is glide scheuys hy;n-self yH. Soni sc 
f ingis treuly fer ar fret, bo faiit-aelf tan heeiJ vnto, noufer ar g? 
gode nor iH, Sor in fej'e pore kynde fai ar noufor medefiili nor vn- »e 

33 laodefuH : And slika f ingM if fa be done, god mysplesys not, nor if [r 
fai be vndone, plesia not goJ, H Hei-e treuly we may se, smeH, u 
fele & touch, & jif we adyil no mede nor vnmede. AH syn treuly 
owdyr is done to god[is] displesyng, or our neghburgfi iioyng, or to 

36 our awen harme ; bot many fingi'g emang' men may be fun fat' ar 
e of f ies. Despisyd treuly or^ to bo lost* in f e syghf of men, 
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je«u«,chiw- makes mane to asceniJ to loy of aungels. gude Ihe*!!, here 
me from evil, chastis, liere cut, here smyte, here byrne, 2a & what-soeuer pies bi 

that I may ,' , ' -r- i ,, •, t- 

feei Thy love, gudelynes, do to me, so fat I in tyme to cum naue none ytt, bot I 
/ may )?i lufe fele here & eue?*lastyngly. IF ffor fe, despysed to be, to 4 
aft men in^ confusion & schame, swetter to me it is fen to be cald? 
brofe?' of an erthly kynge & emong* aft men & of aft men I be 
worscliypyc?; so fat wreccliednes faft on^ me on ilka syde in fis lyfe & 
fat f ou, god, in f e todyr me spare, IF I wift be cliasti(J & correckycJ 8 
here, & criste to me fat graunf if payn to come odyr-wyse I may 
not scape. IF Proude treuly & fuft of wretli so seme worthy to 
fame-self* f af f ai may sutfyr no f inge ; At a lijt worde off -tymes f ai 

Avoid self, ar meuydl & wtt/i-ouf cans, berfore bai ar to be fled more ben to 12 

Rufficient "^ -i.-,,*,, i*.i 

folk. be our-cumyn, for fai ar frawara; And al-way fa defende fat fa 

haue takyn f of if be fals or vntrew, And noudyr fai wift be oiiyr- 
cumyne wiih auctorite ne resuii fat fai suld? not be sene hawsande 
haue sayd? fat wer vnacordyng ; And when fa ar vntaght & fat fa 16 
wote wele, ^if wift fa latt as fai inspired? wer in aft f ingts fat to 
god longis, so fat fai may in aft place speke wit/i-oute gaynsaying* 
of any man ; <fe leuyr fame is in f er errowr dueft styft fen of it 
Give up oppynly be repreued?. IF Lefe, bredyr, fis proude wodnes & wode 20 
meek.* prydc, And our-self gretely lat vs meke whils we ar in fis way ; for 

bettyr it is gude & lufly fat criste after oure dede to vs say, 
**frende, cum vppymare," fen fat he say, "carl, go donyrmare;" 
The righteous 80 tieuly saft it be of proude & meke. IF Qwharfore no tribulacion, 24 
while they uo dises, no wrecliydnes, no schame, no repreue is to be dred? to be 

keep from 

sin. rightwys man, qwhils fat he synnes not & in conte??iplatyfe lyfe & 

luf of god aft-way he prt^fetti^'**. IF Or we treuly to fat kyngely haH 
may cum, in whilk* with aungels of god & aft his sayntis fyllid wzt^ 28 

We mnst be swetucs, wc saft be gladf, vs befallis here to be repreuyd? be flaterars 

tirifid oil G&i*tih 

* & wrang*-sayars, be fagiars & bakbitars, be p?*aysars and blamears, so 
fat we in aft paciens <fe mekenes & charite to eristics precept i^ <fe his 
counsaft gyfen aft-way we may be fun, when we saft be examynde, 32 
als it is written : IF Tarw/uam aurum in fornace loxohauit eos; jj fat 

as gold in the is to Say : * Als golc^ he has proued f am in f e fornas,' fat has fyer on * 
ilka syde, And he has fun f am worf i to haue hym-self . )jus be 
prosperite & adue^'site lat vs go be fyre & watyr, to tyme we cum 36 

Never gram- in-to refrcsching^ of heuenly lyfe ! IF Haue mynde alsso in aft dises 

ble, but ever o-io 

thank God, & nedc & poucrte fat [f ou] groch neuer, ne fondly speke or frawardly, 

* Overlined by the writer. 
- noghf stnick met before on 
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hot in aH \ii\gis to god gif fankynge. )je/*bi treuly more ioyfuH for Buflrering 
sail jjou be lyft* to fe kyngdome of sayntes, If fou in )?ia warldf briuR you to 
gladly suffyr finges beforesayd?. my saule, emong^ aH fingis fat of saiuu. 
4 liappyns, w^t/i likynge deuocion love^ fi lord ; loveynge iele fou 
\fith swetnes, / & syngand taste fou vfiih honily deuocion, say and? 
Laudaho dominwrn in vita mea, / fat is to say : * my lorde sail I [Foi.viii.i.] 
worscliip in my lyfe/ whedyr I be disesyd? or esyd*, whedyr I take 
8 worschip or scbame. Als longe als I am sal I synge to my god. IF If sing to Jesus. 
I rist, in Ihesii I synge ; & if 1 suffyr pe^-secucion, Juf of god forget* 
1 not*. To me treuly it is I-noglie my god to lufe & to hym to cum, 
sen 1 may do non ofiv nor to )?e wark* of oper finge my-self* I fele 

12 disposyd? bot to luie criste. And ^it* ] cu7?i not to so grete lufe of 
god as myn eldar fadyrs, )?e whilk* also many odyr profetabiH ynigis 
has done — wliarof fuH gretely I am a-scbaniydf & in myself co7i- 
fusydf. lorde, ferfore my liarf make brode fat it may be more Broaden my 

16 abyH bi lufe to pe?*saue. More abiS treuly man is to resaue so Lord,' to pm- 

. .: . o . celve better 

mykiH, more of charite he takes & savirs, & les for fe flesch he caris, Tiiy love. 
bot with discrecion, so fat it be of hym Siiter f e sentence of f e 
wys : / Modicum jmlii lahoraui 4' inueni inihi midtain requiem, j 

20 fat is to say : * a lityH I haue trauayld? wiHi my-self*, & to my-self* 

grete rest I haue fun ' — iFor aftyr few jers of f is lyfe, rest has f e After a few 
ryghtwes fun of euerlastynge. IF In f is habitaciofi of exile f e holy "fe. the 
Infer of god hym-self scheuys nouf er to mery nor fuH heuy, bot ^^s ever- 

24 cheref nines he has vrlth rypnes. IF fforsoithe some laghtyr repreve 
& some prays ; laghtyr f erfor fat is of lyghtnes & vanite of mynde, ^y 
is to repreve, bot fat treuly fat is of gladnes of consciens & gostely 
myrth is forto prays — f e wliilk* onely is in rightwis, & it is cald? 

28|njyrth in lufe of god. / Wharf or if we be glad & mery, wyckyd? cal 

vs wanton : if we be heuy, ypocriti&*. IF Vnneth sothely can any Few men see 

,. in, ., ,n 1 goodinotUers 

man trow gude in a nof e?* fat he fyndes not m hym-selr ; and f e tj>at is imt iu 
synne in whilk he stumbyls, he wenis a note?* it has. And be dede And they ».ee 

•^ 'I ' T I their own Sins 

32 of wyckyd fis is, fat if any fer lyfe felow not, fai trist fat he gos i» other folk, 
wrange & is desauyd — And fis is for mekenes he has forsakyn. 
\Degres also of mek enes is r^ to haldf f er eghen law, not he. In 
speche to haue maner & not to pas it. Jjer bettyrs & more connyng* 
36 gladly to here, & rather to wiH wisdome be hardf of odyr fen of 
fame-self*. )5e tyme of speking* not to take to sone. / ffro comone 
lyfe not to go. Odyr to sett* before f i-self. \>\ frailtes to knawe 
and to dome fi-self wars fen all ofer. IF If I treuly waldf com 

^ ^ lauda 
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sbe^ emonge nion, fat I Buld sytt last in nourabyi I lia des^reil, & 

.« leat to be haltlen in. opinion, & bo aM iny ioy suld be in criste 

ijbobi Uieaii, & so to mans praysyng or Jjct' blameyng* 1 suld! take no 

hede ; bot' wit7( hesy deuociofi to god I sukt desire. IT Many forsoth 4 

Jwt WiVi me liaue apoken, like wer to scorpions, for with pece hede 

flateranJ fai iiaue fagytJ, & wifi Jiare tayi bakliytnnif [lai liaue 

ijiiide- smyttyn; ffi-o wycked lyppis of whome & aorafuH tongjV my saule 

god sal delyue;-, aettandl it in ioy of rest. IT Bot wharof is comyn 8 

111 80 grete niadnea in-to nmns mynde )<it none wiH now be bl,i 
none be repreuyd wiH, bot treuly aH sekis to be prayseif ; fa Ioy i 
woi'schip, fai laghe to fauyr. Also {lai (lat name berys of !yfo 
cunnyngi; / bot to me alike semys owdyr abowfl mcaure boly or ela IS 
mad, (lof aH fai be callyd wys & tnght. IT Qwho is fat treuly of 
gude niynde bym-aelf' fiat leuys, not takand hede to hym-solf, & 
hym-self gladdys in voyde wokUs of men! IT If he trenly bisily 
hym-selP bshalde, & chargis to knaw whntkyns he is in Jtogiitw & 16 
dedya, sone may he fele hyme-aelf, & M'hedyr he he worfi wor- 

Hi sobyp or reprefe fe may fynde. H Qwhen he Jjecfore hym-aelf aeia 
ira many fingis worfi blame & in fewe fiugrs to he pj'ayaeil!, wor- 

. Bchip of fauonr fe whilk' he is not worfi wiVt gladnes he sulci not 20 
take, bot if he erryd mad in mynde, H If treuly hyni-self woundyr- 
fully behaldand! in heet & swetncs of godw lufe he fynde mwuelualy 
wax warmo, And hely to go in-to lyfe contenfplatyue, in fia also 
beaily to stande, % And fis alao he has in myiKle owlyr grete aynnes 24 
he has nott done or if he hauo any done, be trewe penans ho trow 
e olensyiJ : / few treuly for worschyp of men hym hchones notf 
to sorow, ffoi he was more worthy, fat is to say feliachip of anngela, 

i» IT Qwo-30-euCT- is fus dispoayrJ, no more suld' ioy w/t'i a kynge to 28 

ir aytt' fen witft a pore man. IT ifor to ryches he takes no hede and 
worsebippes of men, bot vnto fe lyfe & media of ilka man, f Ha 
haldis if nof grete to sohyne in gold' nor to be vmbelappyd wj'tA 
grete menje to go in pitrpure to be glad in byscboppys amy treuly 32 
boly in ewete eonaciens, ait lykyngw & riehes he settia before. 



pflt god/* lufar, Jte warld, idylnes & irksuMnes for- 
sakz's ; and of ypocrit/s & couet«s men. [Cap. XI.] 



IN f e eantikyls it 
liardi as heH.' 
spares not fe dedo, ( 




lufe als dede is strange, And lu 
treuly kylhs fe whik, heH sothely 1 
■tanly fe lufe of god : mane fat it pa^'Htely I 



P^ Bl 



;. I. Ch. 11.] I. The Fire of Loe&. The Lover must work 



rauisoiiys, not onely if kyllia fro lufe growndJy of Jiia warlJ, bot ti 
alsso to ^le watliJ sliiyne &. to heuyn qwLikjnd! to suiiyr for god of 
tribulacion & ivni'ldly wrechidnes full mikyH it stirryB, IT Qwhar- 
4 for what«u-euej' fou 1)6 pat Lojiia Jjat fou lufes criste, to fia take 
liede ; for if pan behald jit erthly }iiiiges with likynge, Si pi eaule 
liy pou fyadis also to autfyr wrongis or ellya dede, forsotE godw 
tiew lufer pou BcLauya put puu ai't' not. Sothely a treu lufer noufief n 
8 to pu warld di'esses liia ee, nor lie dredis for god to suffyr aH fat to i" 
pe body soniys hevy or hard!, & ^it he is nof Icttyd fro tboyth of 
bis !ei«nian Ibesu, q\vliB[t]-BO-eii(r to hym bappyn. H }3ou alsao pat ti 
owpw godi's lufar orf or with pi hole nijnde dissyrs to be, ahvay " 

1 2 atody ala mykyl as pou may be criBt/* grace, not^ to bo noyd wj't/i rtndy, by Hi> 
irksn)«nes, nor w/t/i ydilnes to be takyn, fl And if it aonie-tyme 6e«nnoy«i 
happyn pat Bwei« esines be not to pe in pitiyng* or gude piakynge, iwm. 
so pat pou be of he niynde be songe of, holy content placyofl & 

16 singe pou may not as pou ivas wontt, Ceea not ^it to rede or prfiy, or CooMnotto 
ellia some oder gude dede inwariJ or outwan* do, pat nof in-to iiiil- gooddesdi. 
nes or sleuyth pou acrytB. Many sotbely irksomnes has drawen to 
idilnea, & ydilnea to necligens & wikkydnea. H Qwharfove he pou 

20 feruent ahvay in ala niykil as in pe ia, ft bane nof pi deayre bowed 

to aijy-piug of pia warkf pat may be bad or deairyiti. Ko miin inxnmdin 
trenly to god piM'fitely ia knyttiiJ qwbila he in desyre to any creature woriaiy 
warldly ia hime. H Some alsao per ar paf outwartJ semya to god mnnntiio 

24 iunyd, And viUi-in to fendea pai ar gyfyn. |)is ar similate & fala, o-*!' 
pat chalangis po wrpth of god. fl Ifeiiyif forsoth fai ar pat witA 
words pe warld despisia & it? wiVi per dedys to mykyl ar knawen [PqI. ix.ij 
to lufe itf. If Of god spokaniJ pai wiH be aene, & wjt7i.-in in so smmtaiknf 

38 mikiM ar takyn with lufe of mony pat alao aum-tynie for fe weght jM«ri¥«fur 
of ij halpens pai atryue. }3e whilk opinand per mouffi to god 
desyres & barly cbarite wantand', qwhila pai no beef of faith A; xhn^ put on 
charite hauys, pame-self in gate raoate holy, & clethynge & apech wemi.iBor 

32 pai ecliew, J)ia alsao mote-ouer piime-self bostis stedfast in lyght juijBurtiiiffl 
diaea, bot when pa cum perto, qwhere soneaf pai sulcJ gayn-stand, ciuriij. 
pej-e tityat" ar pai brokyn, & pere pai faH : / And pen opinly if is 
Bcheuydl be-fore pat was hyd. IT Qwhen pai also in riches flowe 

36 and wttA riches ar fed, jit pa say pai ett fuH lityH & pat pa ha 
grote poghf pnt aH pis warliF ia bof vanite, pat as pa say vnneitR for 
febulnes pa may last. IT DesaueabyS alsso pai ai', for warhily 
wisdom pai bane, & in pat pa begile, pat with oper ivaytyngj's p. 

iO nut iwrsciiyd^, in als nickjH as fai ar war & eschew losse of warldly 
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gude, vndjT fe tityH of gostely rest couetia hydaniJ in deepyte i 
fingea euerlastiiiye. IT Bot slyke, pot aiH (lai lurk" to ft tynie, 
outen doute longe before fia ejide or Bt pa lest in fia eJiJe qwlia 
iioito kyuns }iai linuQ bene pai siiH nppere, ))e ivbilk* almus ^at |ini d 
lan, any odyr dede in sight' of men, fa do fat" att of men may be s 
uod. And woifely alike pj'ouokes fe ivretJi of goil, for pai holy deairanffl 
not to be, bof to bee seno, & witA-in, whor god bobs, wautanJi ti-ei 
chatite, per awen lay not goddia pai chalongij. IT ffail hanV treuM 
it is a wynnyngo craft' or office to hauo & not to be coiietiM 
a, ^ Qffharfore oft^tymea preatis ar defamyd among* pe pepyH Jiat" fi 
\t pa, be chaste |>a ar fun couetus, if jjai be large fai ar made lychiu 

And otP-tymes if hapjiyna pat pe ordyr of pceathode takyn depp^^ 
r fwi in^ synne, in ao mykil |>ai faH als Jw he degree vnworthely (lai liaue 
uieir takyn./ Nop few treuly wit/i noyua couatjs setf on fyre, Tndyr 
real- colur of sekenes or pouecte fat may com, per gudys fai siiy Jiai geder 

pal sDilan wrechidnes fai may eaohew ; bot of feudys fai ar begUde : 16 
rt for bathe warldly gudes fai loos, and dyrknea faf fai drede Jjai 
ryune in-to. It ffor god, his sernandis (laf delyaera in per sighp, 
before [lai see nott*. & fcit is warst of alt : whila fai wi't/;-in with 
warldly couetja ar fulfillyi^ wit/t-oiite pai fene fiam-sclf \\i\Ji tokyn 20 
n- of halynes to Bchyen. f Dot pat our lovdis sei'iiaiiii ia. In our lorde 
i^ tristis, & glides fa whilk he haa ouej' his nada, to fame fat it nedis 
lotiu }jg sjjarpyH. IT ])e aeniand treuly of fo warld! bH faP he haa to hia 
couetia vnabyli to be fulfyldf stoJys iH to kepe, fat be ia ao greta a 2i 
chiiiohe fat he dar not* etc bof foule & soarsly, fnt so he sparantt 
inykiH mone may gedyr. And fies fai ar faf fa paalme schamya 
eayantl ; Inbnici eius tcxram lingeiit, fat is to Bay : ' hia oiimya fe 
erffi saH jykke." 28 



pat lufars of god vfitk Lym sail deeni, & of Iitfe of j 
konynge be labo«/- gettyu, & of god. And Jtat al 
trew lufar nowde^- wiih fastyngc nor abstinence! 
or counael & iiresu/wpcion erris not nor ia ' 
giUyd. [Cap. XIL]| 

f lYyTAna eanle of gode° onely takar, Any-finge lea fen god may! 
"" jSjL notfulfyH, wharfore erthly'lufaraneiiej-arfulfillytK Eeatf I 
fora of cristo lufars ia qwliila per hartt's in lufe of god be desire fl 
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& boght is f estynde And liif and & bymand & syngantJ it beholditf. while their 

' . - ... ., thought* nre 

11 Swettesf for sotn is be rest* whilk* bo spinf takys qwilst swete flxed on Him, 

V A mid heHVQiily 

sownd? godly cums doun in whilk* if is delityd, And in moste mu"«c 
4 swete songe & playfuH rauischyd is fe mynde to syiige likoyngM of «>"*•• 
lufe euerlastynge. Now forsotfi in mouth sowndis acHViie be loue- There u in- 

'^ ^ . o J r credible Jov 

ynge of god? & of fe blisf maydin in qwhonio more f on may Lo ^«»«»J >•» u>« 
trowedl it is loyd?. And pis no meruail happis whilst* fe barf of po 
8 singar groundly vfith beuenly fyer is byrnde And in-to bis lyknes 
is figurde in pe whilk all swete songe is & mery, in sauowr beuenly 
moystand? owr affecciofi ; IF And wherfore wit/tiwwardl delitys be The heavenly 

, ehiKer'tJiiy ft 

folowes, & in songe & pogbf be loyes in bymyng* of lufe. IF Jjis itihubum. 

12 treuly to ati dedely is vntrowabyH, / & be p«t bas pis not trowos not* J^J'^'iSj' *"" 
pat any pinge so swete & futt of swetnes A man to take ^it beandl 
in body pat witi rote & with pe fetyr of dedlynes is greuyd. IF J?o 
bavar also m^uails, bot for pe gudenes of god vnabyH to be talilf be 

16 is gladynd? pat plentevosly gyfis bis gude & not vnjbrayd/rf, of 

wbome be takes ati bat be felis. IF fforsotb when be bat greto but int full 
ping* [has] — & treuly it is cald grete, for varely to dedely nehandf he feeu he' 
it* is vnknaweu — if it want neuer be trouys in pj'ospmte to be ; pertiy. 

20 alway in lufe be longis ; whilst* pat be wakis bcsily, Oudyr he 
Bjngis or of lufe be pinkes and of bis lufer, bot and be be allone, 
more swetely be synges. IF Truly for pe tyme pat any man pis baf* onw taken, 
takyn, Aftirward? fully sati uewei* go fro itf , bot* eue^Tnore saH byde leave* him. 

24 beet*, swetenes or singing* if all pis be noght* nore. IF Treuly al pis 
bidys to-gidyr, bot if pai be repressydf with fuH grete sekencs of pe 
bede or of pe breste or of pe syde, or wiili grete bongyr or pirst* 
with pe wbilk* pe flescb is brokyn, or with to mykiH cold or bete or 

28 with trauayl pai be lettyd. IF Hym perfore it* beboues pat in godis Tiio»e who 
lufe win synge & syngandly lufe & byrne, in wildemes to bo, & in oo<r» iov# 

- . 1 •# nhould live 

to mykili abstinence not to lyfe, nor to be gifyn on any wyse to "paringiy in 
8upe?'fluite or waste./ Neue^'-pe-les bettyr it* wer to hym in lityti n«f» 

32 ping* vnknawyng* mesure to passe, wbils he with gude ententt* dose {jf^^*''*!^^ 
it to sustene kynde, pen if he for to mikyH fastynge began to fayH, f^JJnuT 
& for febilnes of body be mygbt* not synge. IT Bot wiiJi-oute Slfi™?**^'' 
doute, be pot to pis is cbosyn, wiVi falsbede of pe fende noudyr in maSith^n 

36 ettyoge nor in abeteneynge ia ouercomen. IT pe trew treuly Infer *^ "****' 
of criste & of criste tagbt*, w/tA no les stody is war of to mikyH 
pen of to lityH ; witA-outyn comparidon treuly more medc saH he be 
worthy with songfuH ioy pmyand, bebaldand, redeand & pinkand 

40 weti bot* discretely etand, pen if be w/tA-outen pis eu^nnore suld 



y 
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at>- faet, brede allone or herbys if he aiili* ete & besily suldf pray & 
('too rede. IT Ettyn I linue & dronkyn of fiis fat senied! best, not for I 
lufeiJ likyDfe", bot for kynde in godw sej'iiya suld' be sustenyt? & in 
loueynge of Ihesu criste, conformaniJ nie to fame wjVj wIiouib I 4 
iiiinnt dwellyd! in gnde uianei- for cciste, & fiat I sulil nott fene holynes 
Boiu wher Done es, nor fat men auliJ not me prays to mykil "wher I wer 
futi litis to praya. IT ftro dyueJ's alaso I liaue gone, not for Jtai fetJ 
me couionly or on hard! maner, bop for we bane not aconlet in 8 
s-i.] manera or for som o^er cause resonahyH. Neuer'-Jje-lea I <]ar say 
wit/i. blisayd lob : ' folis haue desptayt* me,' & when I had gone 
fro fame, f ai haue bak^-Littyn me : neue)--fe-les aacLarayd salt fai be 
when fa ae me fret haue sayd fat I wali^ nnt abyde bot wher I 12 
myght be dehcately fe(J. Better treuly it is to se faP I despyse, fen 
itjnt;i> to desire fat I saH not* se, H ffaatinge no meruayH is fuit gude, 
Hilly deayree of fteachly lust forto kest^ downs And wylde lychery of 
/ mynde forto make taame. In hym treuly fat goos in-to fe heghf 16 

of contemplacioii be songe & bymyng' of lufe, liggia AIs w[e]re 
itr«vn slekkytf fleaclily desyres.// Dede treuSy of yH affeccion to liyme 
lUiBt loogia faf to contemplacioii takis hede, whos aaule also wiVi-io in-to 
ipia- A-nof^ loy and a-nofCT- fcrme now is tumydi ; he lyvis now not* 20 
uisi hym-aelf, crisf treuly in hym lyvis, wharfore in bis lufe he meltis, 
ia hym-selP he longis & nerhand he faylis for ewetnes, vnnetB he is 
for lufe. IT His saule if is fnt sayes : Nunciate dUedo qaia. amore 
langueo, fnt is to say : 'schew to my lemman fat I for lufe longe,' 24 
to dy I desire, to be loused I couet", to go ful gretely I jeme. 
some BchalJ, for luf I dy. Lorde, cum downe ! Cu)», my leminan, lyff 
ovBd, me fro heuynes. Be-haltJ, I lufe, I synge, I am ful bote, wttA-in 
Lvinut. my-self I byrue. Haue mercj on me wrecK, bidding* me before fe 28 
ojoyi to bo broghf. IT He fnt fis ioy has & in fis lyfe f iia is gJaddynrf, 
IB of f e holy goste he ia inspiryd,/ he may not" erre ; whaf-euec he do, 
leefful if ia. No man dodoly so gnde eounsayle to hym may gyfe 
AIs fat* is fat* he in hym-self has of gode^ vndedly, % Odyr treuly 32 
if fa to hym walii gif counsale, wt't7(-outen doiite }iai salt eire, for fa 
ha nof knawen hym : / he treuly a^ nott erre, & if he waliV to fw 
skyllia gif aasenV, of gode^ he sal not he auflyrtJ, fut to hya wiS 
constrenys hym fat it he pass not^, "Wharfore of alike is sayde ; 36 
65iiritM(iii8 mnnid iudleat S( a nemiae iudicatur, fat ia to say : 'fe 
gostely man aH fingo deuiys, and of no man he is demyd.' Bot 
no man of so grete prcaumpeiofl be fat he hym-self auppoia alikoa 
' 4; reBouabil struck out before Heucc 



tlS. glide ^^M 
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to be, fof att fe warlct parfitely he haue forsakin & fof* he haue 
led solitary lyfe vnabilly to be rep?*eued? & fofe he haue gone in-to 
behaldynsje of heuenly binges. IF bis g7*ace treuly to ati conte?w- Yet cjod's 

Till o f iMii grace is not 

4 platife is not cw-antyo?, bott seldome & to moste few, be whilk* hy granted to aii 

^ o ./ 7 ^ T o who live the 

rest of body takand? & of mynde, to fe wark of god be strenght of contempia- 
lufe onely ar chosyn. flfutt hard? it is sothely slike a man to fynde ; 
& for fai ar fewe, futt dere fai ar had, desirabyH & louyd before 
8 god & man ; bot aungels alsso loys in fer passing* fro J)is warld? to 
whome becumes aungellis cu7?ipany. H Many forsoth \er ar J)at 
of[t] in gref deuocion & swetnes to god Jer prayers offyr / & 
swetnes of cowte?;zplacion prayand? & pinkand fai may fele, J>e 
12 whilk alsso rins not aboute, bot bidys in rest*. 

That no man sall(? deme odyr, bot to god gif louynge ; 
And of ayth desyrs of godiis lufe, & of woman s 
cuwpany be eschewyd. [Cap. XIII.] 

16 Tff any man holily lyue & ri3twysly, Alsso warst synnars despise Let no holy 
JL he nott. IF }5ai treuly tempyd fall, for bai haue no grace of even the 

nni i/» 1 w • 1 worst sin- 

gaynstandynge, foi an be \er avven malyce fro gude to yii fai^ twrne ners. 

pame-self*. No man may wel wyrk & god lufe & chast be, bot if [Foi. xi. a.] 
20 god fat to hym gyfe. IT J?ou also fat bolnis in pryde for f ou has 

done well, for fi-self fro fleschly lustys f ou haste restreuyd. And Take not 

scharp penance J)c?u hast suffyr, q wharf ore of mans mouth fou has praises; 

takyn praysing^ : haue mynde for bot if f e gudelynes of criste fe except for 
24 had ouercouyrdf, in-to als many illis or in-to wars als he fat is fallyn youwouWbe 

f ou suld? ha fallyn. H Of f i-self treuly f ou has no grace of gayn- worst. 

standyng*, bot of hym to whome is sayde : Diligam te doxmne^ forti- 

tudo mea, // * f e, lorde my strenght, I sail lufe.' // Wharf ore if 
28 f ou noght* haue fat f ou haste not takyn, why prydis f ou f e als f ou 

it had not* takin 1 IT I forsoth to my god dois f anking* f e whilk, Thank God 

... for His chas* 

wit^-oute my meriti**, for my gude and his worschip, his chyld so tisement of 
had chastyd?, his se?*uand so has ferid, fat* it semys fuH swete to me 

32 warldly likingis fat ar both few & sone slippynge to fle, in so mikyli 
fat payns of heti fat ar boyth many & neuer sail ende I my^t be 
worthy to eschewe ; IF And 3itt* agayne fat* so me has taght* & 
ve?*tew techinge has gifyn faf f is present penance And tribulacion 

36 gladly I sul here, in so mykill fat to eue?*lasting* delectacion & 
pryspe?ite most fuH, ful li3tly I myght cume — ffor, if we wiH, lyghtly 
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& wjVi-oute gTDte Bcharpnes we may in [lia life parfitely forji 
Wfmnrti" And our-self clens, wliila we ala mykiH as wa may wyDia dustroj 
IT In tyniQ treuly to cum, if we be not here cleiisyd, fat fe apoBtiit 
is trew we sali fyniJ, BoyantJ fiea wordia : IF Hon-endnm eat inaidwe 4 
in inaitaa dei viiimlis, jj ' Horribil it ia to faH in. fie handia of goi^ 
Fooiiih wu of lyve.' Lonl god, of me haue mwcy I My joutE waa fonde, My 
^ vMinray ' childhode vayiie, my jonge age vuclene; boV dow, lorfe Iheau, wttA 
■"''^nv^Jy fi holy lufe my harf ia enflaumyd And my reuea ar chamigyjl. And 8 
*'™^ also jay eaule now iritt nof touche for byttniiea befor fat was my 

fode, and myne affucciofl uow is slike : bot synue no-[jinge I hat«, 
nogbt drede I bot to greue god. I ioye not bot in god, I aorou not 
bot for my aynno ; no-fbge I lufe bot god, no-f iiigi I triaf bot 12 
liyme ; no-fiugo ma heuys bot aynno, no-finge ma gladyna bot 
ThreaironiBioriata. Neutic-fe-les now late of thre wywimen ivortliely worfi 
reprove I toke. % One ma reprcuyd, for I, cotietand fe/- wodnea to 
correct in waste & aoftnes of clef yng', f &*■ vnman<rly aray to mykiH 16 
for mmpinin- 1 beheld! ; f e wliilk aayd fat me agbt^ not bo mykilt fame to behald! 
mTrifhe'* f""' *■ '"yS'it knawe whedyr fai war homyd or none — & als me Jiinke, 
fT'i'Ii''^' we! me ache repj-euyd, ifemade me ascliamyd. Aiiofei'me reprenyd 
iSoih« *"' °f ^^" E''"*' I™Prj'^ ^ ^P^^ '^^ f "^ '"""l '"^ dciityd ; f e wliilk 20 
XfJIi H« S'ly'l "li«t fat war to me if fa wer grete or flma!11^& fis also lijt- 
I'on'ea^™ wosly sjink^. 11 )3o tliirdi, me t/DUcliand in play, be-cause I thrett als 
tatuBcii L*r. j jjoygtusly liir walil toucli or tocliyd, sclie Kayd ; ' A rest, brofer,' 

als qwho aay : to' fin nstate, fat is to say of religyou, it longis not 24 
w»t/i wynimen to play— And acho alaao not vnworthely me has con- 
fusyd!. Sothely me aghf rather haue sufFynl feu ogliP haue done 
agayu. fforaoth comand vn-to ray-self, to my godd I do lotieynge, 
I. xi.tp.j (or be fei'e wordes he taght me gude, and swettec way to me has 28 
schouyd fen I before kuewe, iji so mykeH fat — criat/s grace in me 
wytkynge — repj-eueabyH in fia pa/-ty before wyj»meu I salt not be 
hwomsn fun, H })e fouvt* woman to whorae in party I waa f amy liar, not me 
iiy D>iiy rep/euynge bot ala wer me despysinge aayd! : IT ' iioglit litis fou bott 33 
iiuiiig. fayre aighf ami fayre worde, deyde has f'lu none,' IT And fei-fore 
bettyr I trow fere specialte to wante fen in fe/' Iiandys to faU, fat 
tan-nof raaner keep in lufe nor in despyte. H To me treidy fis has 
happynd for [I] f er hele has aoglif , not fat I in fame any finge vn- 36 
■' lawfully I ha deayrJ wit/i wliome some whytl my bodjiy siistciiana 
I haue takyii. 




Bk. I. Ch. 14.] I. The Mre erf Laoe. Of SolUnde. 



2M 



Pat lyfe solitary or hermet?*, eomou lyfe Sc mengj'd, 
passys ; And how it comys to fyie of lufe, and of 
Bwetues of songe. [Cap. XIV.] 

4 CJwm has bene, & ^it pacaiintec on lyue ar, fnt comon IjfE alway somapmiw 
k3 settis Lefore solitary Ijtfe, snyand vs aw^ to gedyrryngi's to "">" "i™"" 
rynne, if we to he pecfecciofi desyre to cum, Agayna qwhome if is 
not* niikiii to despute, be-cause fat lyfe only Jia bere vp wt'tft loue- 
8 ynge, Jib wliilk ouder fa couet to kepOj or at Jie k^af futt lityS (la 
knew. Solitary lyffe trenly fej-fore fai prays nof, for (lai knaw it* bni ihis ii 
not. IT A lyffe treuly fe?- is pe whilki no man in flesch lyfamF may tn™ nm' 
knaw, bot lie to whoine of god it ie gifyn to Lane j And no niuii 

1 3 sothely of pis finge treuly domys, of (le whilk jit he ia vnsikyr what 

& on wliaP manci- it wyrkie. Wtt7i-outen doute I wote : if fa it knew, 

^ more fen of cr f ai Huld it prays, Odyr wars erre fat solitaiy lyffo 

to repreue & sclaimdfr eessys not, eayand Ve soli, pat is to say ' wo 

IG be to man allone ! ' not expownyng' ' allone ' fat ' wi'tA-oute gode,* 

bot ' wttft-oute a fela.' Ha trenly ia allone wt'tA whonio god is not", 'Aions' 
for when he fallys in-to Ueile, be-lyue to twrmentry he ia takyn, & ""!!??■,' 
fro fe ioyfuH syghV of god & of his saynti's he is spnrd, IT fForsoth ouinn™. 

20 he f ot for god solitary lyffe ehesys, & if ledye in gudo jnanei-, not 
wo, hot fayr Tertn ia nere, / & mynde of Ihesu name heaily saH 
delyto ; & f o more fat lyf wjt/i-onto niana solace to take fa dreJe 
not, fe more aaH be gyfyn witfi godia comforthinge to be glad. 

24 H Gostly -viaitaeion forsoth oft^tyms fa take f e wliiik' in cUHipany 
set playnly knawes nof — wbarfore to a lykand saule it is saiiJ i 
Ducam earn in solitudinem ^ ihi laquar ad cor eim, / fat ia to say : 
' I sati it lede to wyldemea & per sati I speke vnto hia harttf.' Sum 

28 treuly be gode ar taghf for ci-iste wildyruea to desire, A siuguler 
pm-pos to hall} ; f e whilk' soyne, fat fa more frely & more deuoiitly 
to god may saryf, comon clethinge of fe warlcl forsakyn, AU 
transitorij fiagis fai despise & kestis a-way, And teniporaU in heghfc The .01111117 

,32 of mynde fa go abowne ; eueclastynge loy onely fai desyre, to •h^it thingn 
deuocioS & contemplaciofl only fai ar gifyn, & to lufe criste AS f e 'j^'"",'[J''"' '' 
stody of per lyfe fai cesse not to occupi. IT Of whome fuH many, 
f of aH eiiiongw men fuH fare fa dwett, yV fro heuenly desyra fai 

36 stHmhyH not, for per myndis fro wickyd cowuffl-aaciofi ar fuH far. 
IT Rightwes hermyt/ji alsso singuler purpos hane : in charitc of god 
& of per negliburgS fai lyfe ; warldiy prayaynge fai despis ; Als 



l^l & 01 



I. The Fire of Uee. Of SoliUidc. [Bk. I. CIi. U. 



foi. XII. n.] mykiH as Jiai may, mans eighP fai flee / ylk man mora worthy fen 
)iaiiie-self fai haltl, to deuocion coutyniily fer myndos Jia gyf?, 
ydelnes |)ai hate, fleachly lustia manly ^ni ^^aynstand, heueoly ])iu 
sauoiir & bymyn^ly sekys, / erthly (lai couet' not bot forsakes, in 4 
ewetnes of prayer (lai er delityd. Treuly som of Jiain swotnes of 
endlea refreachynge felys, / & treuly chaste harf & body witA pe 
Tnfilydl ee of mynde heuenly citesens & god |)ai bchalil. ffor ]iq 
bitter diynke of penance grete lahowc j)a haue lowyd, now with luie 8 
of he contemplacione sett ofyRr, onely to god to take heile & criBtia 
hwmit'i kyngedome to byd Jia were worthi. / Hermet/s IjfEe fei^fore is 
It ia greuu J greif, if it gretely he done. And treuly, blisayd maglorius, Jo 

whilk waa fuH of micaclys & fro his childhod wi'tA sight* of a,ut]gel8 13 
imArehhp. glftde J qwene after jie pj'ofeey of his fourme fadyr, saynte SaiqpBon, 
Sthi^iODTio t*"^^ ^^^ made Archebyschop & goddis kyrk" worthely longe has 
[™!i''iif 8'>"y"^'*> wamyd be an AwngeH hym visityng', hya Archheachoprik? 

left', hermyts lyfe he chae, And in fie ende of his lyfe his passynge 16 
to hym betokinde^ was. Alsso sant CuthbertV, fro hys byschopryk" 
to Ankyr lyfe he went. Slike men fierfoie if fai for more merie to 
liane J)m« haue done, who of gude mynde wiH be hardy Any state in 
holy kyrk" solitary lyfe to setf before ? In f is treuly w»tA none 30 
Ttwant Jiingw fiam-self fai occupy, bof onely to heuenly eoutewpla- 
ciofi pai take hade, and )jat ira cnst**' lufe besily Jai be warme. And 
warldly hesynea parfitely sett behynij, // Qwhartor wi'tA-in fam-self 
™tin«iodr heuenly noyes soundjV, & fuH swete melody makia mery fe solitary 24 
nrmii. man, for pe whilk emongw many aeet clatecingis distractjs ife bot 
eeldome sofyrs to fiink" or pray. Of whilk solitary fe psalme in 
songe of lufe speki's sayantJ : ' I saH go in-to fe place of |)e mernel- 
lus tahernakyH, in-to fe hous of god.' ^ And |;e maner of going in 28 
songe & aougely loueynge he descryuea sayand : In voce exultacionis 
4: confessioniB, j fat is to say : ' in voys of gladuciS & of schriftf ,' 
And fat onejynes is nedfult witA-oviten noys & bodily songe to J«rt 
fat mane fat so\vndly loy may take & haldl loyand & syngand, In 32 
a-nofer place opinly he scheuys : Elongaui irtguit fugie^w Sf mansi 
in solitiidine, fat is to say : ' ffleancJ my-solf I hane wit/i-drawen & 
lemitBio in wildyrnes I haue dwelt.' fl In fis lyfe treuly he is besy to 
loiyspirtt'i Ijym in fyre of fo holy goate, & in loy of lufe takyn & be gode 3fi 
comforti(? to be glad. IT Treuly fe onely parfite man in godjs lufe 
hugialy hyrns, & qwhija abowii hym-self in passynge of mynde be 
conteijiplacion he is takyn, vnto fe awete aowndl & heuenly noya 
1 M3. bciokiiige 
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loyaniS lie ia lyff. And s!ike one forsothe to serspliin is likincJ, i>bi«uv« 
byrnaniJ foraoitB. wit/i-in hyin-self" in charito wit/i-onte compirison 
& moat stedfast, qwhoa liatf ia figiird to godly fyre, bymantt And 

4 lyghtandl M bymandly in-to his lufe ia borne, H And foreotb lie 
BuH be takyn aodanly aftyr fia lyfe to Jte lie setis of Iieueiily citesena, 

/ fat in place of Incifere full bri)tly [he] may be ; for so grele bjm- and ihiii 
nand in lufe more ^en may be scheuydl, only loy of his niakai has plus in 

8 aoghf , & mekely goandi a-bowe eynnara hym-self nof raayit. [cm. ^ 

Of praysynge of solitari lyfe & of fyrat lufara Jwraf, 

And Jjfft god^'s lufe in heet, sooge, & swetnes 

3tantl;>; & }jat reste is nedefuU, k slike fro lapis 

12 ar savyd & in pj-elaei ar not sett. [Cap. XV.] 

SAnt lob eaionge tunaovtry taght of holygoste, comeHdacion JotLintpi; 
of many maner of barmetw knyttis in one aayand! : Quia lUim- tinniu. 
sit mugrum Ubei-um, &o., faf is to say: 'iiwlio left Jia wyldn 

16 Aase free, & byr bandya louaydt' &o. ffyrat' (lerfore lie comendis 
of fe frenes of grace, wben he aays ' who leet" fe wiiiJ aaa lows.' 
H ))e secunit of tiuttyng' a-way fieachly desyrs, when he eayea IT ' & 
his bandes lonsyd.' J)e firJ of aolitary conuei-sacion, qwhen he putf 

20 to : H ' to hir he gaf a houa in wildyniea.' ^t Jje fowrt of desyr of 
endelea blystnes, when he sayes ; ' And hia fabej-uakyH in lande of 
aaltnes.' IT Salt treuly first slekid not, hot encraasia : And bo pie, 
fe more J)af any-Jiinge of swetnea of lyfe euerlastynge fia haue now 

24 takynn, Jje more to haue & taste more fa deayre. 

IT iibvaoth lohan Baptist', pj-inca of hermyt/s after criste, in no Jnim 
desyre tariand, solitary lyfe chaase. & odyr alsso has choaynne, like i'"" 
a bresae, fe whillf', Salomon sayinge, ledar and comawnder he haa 

28 not, & be cumpanye he goa furth of giftys & vertew. IT Biindis 
treuly per ar of kynde and aynne, |?e whylk in fame our loi'de haa 
lowayiJ, and bandya of charite haa confetmyd. IT J)e hous alaso of 
wildymes may be aayd! rest of a eynnar, IT for holy hermyts fro R>" 

32 warldly atryuea & synnys ar sondynJ, swetnes of clere conscience "'"' 
criate itf gyfandf fa take &, Toy of lufe eutrlaatynge aynganiJ, in 
merieat heof refreschyiS fai reef ; And f of ail wM schaip & frawanJ 
in body fai be ptykkyd', nenec-fe-les aonge & hymynge in saule fai 

36 halt? w/t/(-out birsyng*. A-nofer il wildemea per is of pryde : when 
any man Awdyr hym-seH before aH oper prefers, or faf he has to 
iiiyght of his fre witt Ascria, of whomo is sayd Ve soli, / ' wo to 
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AUone ! ' if ho falo, he has no helpar vp. In beginyng- treuly of on 
liarraetiB tumyng'— I eay not' of rynnare ahoute, Jwt ar sclaimder6S 
of herrayts, — viiih many & diners teniptacion ar made wery ; bot 
after fe tenipeet of yH meuyng*, god schedis in bryghtnea of holy 4 
desyre, / pat if pa manly Jiani-self Tse in wepynge, pinkjng" & 
pi-aynge, cristis lufe onoly sekand. After a litiH whyle to ^am-sclf 
more saB pai be sene to lyue in ]ikyn[gea] pen in wepeyng' or 

» Btraytnea of labour. % Haue treuly pai saH qwliome pai loueyiJ, 8 
whome pai Boghf, whome pai desyrde, & pen pai saH ioy & not be 
lieuy. Qwhaf ia it treuly to ioy, bof goy<( desiryit to hane, of itf to 
pink', / in it" to rest"^ Swete no niecuayl is pat myrtfi wher trew 
Infers acorJe & mery solas of lufely touehynge ia vnabyH to be 13 
tolde, tnily it ia desyre of byrnand lafnrs, & eighf ayder of odyr & 
epech to paine is swete abowe liony & hony-konibo. Jeremy treuly 
solitary lyfe coixmendaml! says : 'goyd it is to a man when fro hys 

-"■] jonge age he has borne pe jok* of goc> : he saB sytf solitary A be 16 
in ])ea, for he {be desyre & behaldynge of pingea euerlaatynge) hym- 
self has raisyd abown hywi-self.' Qwharof in scripture it ia writyn ; 
II Natua non est in terra quasi eiioch, paf is to say : ' in erth ala 
enok ia none borne ' — forsotE fro pe ortE for he is takyn. IT fEor 20 
men contentpJatyfe ar odyr hear, both in excellence of wark & barf- 

in lynea in Infe. IT Lufe foTSoth in harf dwellis of pe aolitary, if be 

'■'■ of TByn lordscbip no-pinge aeeke. Hero groundly he bymia & to 
lyghf Iongi>, qwhils he pus clerely heuenly aauyra & honily syngia 24 
ivjVi-oute heiiynes, Ala serapbin cryinge offerandf to Ilia nobil lufer, 
for lyke in lufely niynde : ' be-haW, loiie.inrJ I byme, gredily 
desireand.' Jjw with fyre vntrawiS & pirland flawmo is bymyd pe 
saule of a luler ; aH ping" if gladina & hevynly sparkyls, nor ende 28 
1 make happily desiranit, bot aH-way goand to pat [I] lufe, dede vnto 
me is awete & sikyr. The holy solitari forsoith, for he for hys sauyo»>* 

it in wildyrnes auffyn? to sytf, an exuellent, goldy seet in heuyna he 
saH take emangia ordyra of Auiigels. IT And for he wit/i fotile 32 
clothes for lufe of hii lordo is cled, A kirtiH to bia belia euei'laat- 
ynge & in clerenes of hia makar wrogbf he saH do oa ; & achynynge 
in face fnl meniellua he aaH take, for hia fleach tamandi, his face 
pale & lene to haue he scbamvcJ not*; A mantiH alaso moste fayre, 36 
witA pj'eciua stones in wo\yn, for deapisyd! clothes emonge pe 
niyghty of piradia he saft here wa/i-outen end. And treuly for he, 
vyce Yoding* and m lolito of pis lyfe not borionand, spicis of sjnne 
playnly has out^ taste m L\[r]nvnge of lufe of god aHmyghty, 40 
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lieuenly sounile mcstB aivete in hym-seif he toke, f AnJ soun<l of 
ayngara in charitefuH soiiges in-to his mynJe fiwetely w«a worfely 
insoheii. Boldly ^ertore wit/j-outyn dreed fro )iia esyle he goya, i 
4 Aimgels aoiige in hie eejid herand, & ho faP hyriiynglyest lovyil i 
Wi't/i ftun[gels] goand in fe hali en^-Instyng fnH worthely to most 
lojfali dugre saH he taltyn, fat lie may ho v/iUi serapliin in a fiirt 
lieghe seett. It Als I foreoth in acrijiture sekand myght fynij it 
8 knaw, Jie hy lufc of Ltiate aothely in tlire fing/n atanUis : lu heef, 
In songe, In Buetnes. 1 And fiies thre.T am oxpj't in mynde, may | 
not louge stantf wrt/(-oute. grete rest, As if I waliP stondaiiil' & goand ' 
in niynde hehaii} or lygandly, me )>oglit my-aelf I wantyil fuH 

13 iiiikyH pKrot & as me aeniyd desolate ; wharfore atronyd be iieyrf, 
fat I in lie deuocyon fiat I niygkte haue uiyghf abyde, I chase to 
sytP. If Cans of Jiis I know iveH : for [if] a man sum-tyme ataml 
or wallc, hia Iiody waxis wery, Si bo pe aaule is ktf AiiJ in raaner 

16 yrk" for charge, & he is nott in hee rcaf, & feloandly uoi' in jwiffyt- 
iies, for, after fe pLiloBophir, sittynge or rcetynge fo saula is made 
wys. Knaw he (lecfore fot 3itt more standynge fen aittyng* in godd ia 
delitydi, J)af fro Jie heght of conteijiplaciofl he ia fuH fare. IT Qwhen 

20 trenly* in fis thre fat ar tokyiis of lufe moste parfyte, fe he pra'- 
fecuion of cristyn religyon wtt/t-onten aH doiite is fun, and I now 
after fe lityhiea of my capacite fo thre, Ihesa gmuntynge, hoa takyn, 
neuer-fe-Jes to 8aynt/s J>af in fara has schinyd I dar not my-aelf 

24 make evyn, for fa peT^unter more iMi-Stely fame liaa takyn. IT Jit 
sail I be besy viVi, vectew f«f I may, mote birnyngly to Infe, to 
eyuge more awetely, f e awetnes of lufe more plentuKsly to fele. K ?b 
err, bredyr, if je trowe none now so holy aa pTOphetie or Appoatillis 

28 has bene, U Heet aothely I caH, qwen mynde treuly ia kyndyki 
in lufe enerlaatjnge, & fe hart" on fe eame nianer to bym not_ 
hopingly, bof verraly is felf. Jje liarf treuly turnyd! in to fyre gifys 
felynge of byrnnyng- lufe. / Songe I calt, when in a plenteuTw saiiH 

32 Bwetnes of eueHaatyng' lovyng* wit/t hymynge is takynn, & thoytfi, 
in to Bonge intM7T]y(I, & mynde in to fuH ewete sounde is chaungycF, 
H Jjis to in ydilnea ar not^gettyn, hot in he deuociofl; of the whilk 
fe finl, fat is to say sivetnes vntrowyd, is nere. If Hcet treuly 

36 Bonge in fe sawle causea a meruellu^ swetnes ; & aleso of fnH grete 

swetnes fai may be cauayd. Jjir is not treuly in fis pleiitevfMnes 

any deaeytf, bof rafer of att ilorlis endly parfytenes — Als huih of 

lyfe contemplatyf vnkonynge be fe feenil of fe mydilay in a fals 
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I. 77ie I^ 6/ Love. Tme Zoveit a/re Rare, [Bk. '. 

Bwotnea & fenyd ar desauycl, for fa toow fam-aelf full hee when ^ai 
av law. IT Bot Jie saule m fe wLilk' (le for-sayd thre finges to-gijyr 
ryne, playnly bidys vnliabiH to bo firljd! vilili arowya of our enmy, 
bosily to fe louer whills if is JiinliaiiJ', IT with iiij[niie] vnsmytya 4 
to heuyna Jib self itf raises & atirria to lufe. IT And mej-uaiH )e 
notf if to J)8 sauH ordimcJ in lone melnJy be aeniP, & fof if tnke 
oontinuly comfurthahiH soiige of fe lei»man, it lifys treuly heuynly 
cleil ala it wer notf vndjr vaniLe, ja ao faf if byniys wit/*-outen 8 
enil! in to beet Tiiraaile & iieuer fallia. H Wlion alaao it vncescyng' 

.11 & byrnyngly liifya fiaf, aa before it is soyd, in fe selfe it felis 
happiest heef & itf knawos Jw aelf sotelJy byniyt y/iHi fyte of lufe 
endleB, feland bis nioato belouyd in awetnes deayrili, in to Bonge of 12 
ioy mcditacioQ ia tumyd, and kyndo enuwid in heuynly ni[i]rth ia 
vubelappyd. IT Qwbaifoi'e fe maker to if has gmmityi?, wfaome 
with uH hai-f it has deairytf, wit/(-oute diede to paa [A] bevinea fro 
fe body abiH to royf, f af wit/coute heuynea of dede f e want it may IS 
forsake {le whilk', irende of lighf & enmy of dyrknea, no f ing< bot 
lyfe has loiiyd'. ^ Jsis manec of men foreotb faf so hoe to Jufe 
ar takyne, nowdyr to office nor prelacy w(Vi-out-fortB aw to be 

■• choaynn, nor to any seejder herantl to be callyA IF Treuly Jjai ar 20 

> lyke fe stone faf ia cally<( topajiiis, fe whilk^ seldum is fun, & ^p.r- 
fore more preeius & fuH dere it ia had ; in whilk* too colore ar ; one 
ia moste pure als gol<J, & ]»e tofej' clere ala hevyn when if is bright", 
fl & aH denies of aH atonys if ouercorays, & no f inge fayrer ia to be- 24 
baliJ. U If any treuly it waldi polyacK, it ia made [dym] ; & treuly^ 

"■] if if be po aelf be left, liis clerenea ia ivithhaldyn. 1! So holy con- 
tejiiplfttylTe of whome before we spake seldomeat ar, & ferfore nioato 

IB dere. To goli? fai at lyke for passyngo hete of ebarite, and to houyn 28 
for clernea of heuenly conuecsacion ; fe wbilk' passya aH Eaynts 
lyuys, & jjerfore [ar] clernr and bryghtar emonge preciiia atonys, 
fat is to Bay clioaynii, for fis lyfe only louand & bauandf clerar {la 
er fen aH odyr men faf ar or ellis baa bene. Who treuly alike wiH 32 
polyscB, faf ia to say w/tA dignite[s] worschip, fe heef of fame f ai 
ar besy to leasynn, fee fayrnea & fer clernea in mane;- to make 
dyme ; if fa treuly wotschip of pyincipalite getf, lot sothe fowlar & 
of les medc fa aaH be made. To fer atodya f ei'forc to take bede 36 
fai fiuH be left, fat fece clerenes may eocrea. 
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Bk. I. Oh, 16.] I. The Mre of Zove. H^ampoWs Seligion in Youth. 

How & ill qwhaf tyme it is comyn to solitary lyfe, & 
soiige of lowe, and of chawngynge of placia. 

[Cap. XVI.] 



'or: 



a I aiilili floristt viiliappily, & joul^ of wiikir age was 
V ciimen, gj'oce of my ninkar was nere, fe ivliilk* Inste of 
tciii]ificaH schnpo restrenyd, and viito TnboJilj halsynge to be 
desinl! lias truiiyit, and fe eaale fro law tliiugw lyftand to heuyna 
8 luis' liome, fat treuly more ia deayre I seliul(|i Ijjiiie to myrtfi of 
eiiej'Iastynge, fea eiie>- Lefore in aiiy flesclily ctUHpaiiy or ollys 
ivarldly Eoftnes I was gladdjnde. H Jje ji^'occa treiily if I wiH 
scLaw, Bolitaiy lyfe be-lioiiya me precB./ J36 apiryt forsotli, Jiis to : 

12 jiaue& to lufe my niynde Laa sett on fyre; ])o wliilk' heneforth for 
Jie niane?" of my sekenea I haue cliarged to lede, Neu«--|ie-le8 I 
iluoUyd emaiige Jjam fat in wariiH has florjachyd, & of |)am food I 
liaue takyn. H fflatej'yngw alsso, fat oft^eytlies worthy feglitars fro 

16 Jiu to law niyght dta,we, I Itaue lianle. liot fiis for one oute cast- 
aiide, my saiile is takyn to lufe of my makar; and desiranill wtt/i 
Bwetiies eudlesly to bo dolityif, my aaiiH I gaf fat in deiiooiofl. it 
suU lufe cfjste. }3e wliilk* forsotli of fe leiitman if has takyniie, 

20 frtt now to itf onlines awettist" aperis, & aH aolas in wliilk' mans 
en-oui- ciicreasiB, for noghf ilf countw. 1i Wonf I waa foraotli, reat 
to aeke, fof aH I wentt" fro place to place. H Cellia forsotB to lene 
for cause resonable, to hamietia is not ilt, & eff, if if accorile, to ]je > 

24 aame to turn agayn. Some treuly of lioly fadyrs fns ha done, fof 
ali fa suffyrd! fecfor mana grochynge, neufir-fe-Iess uof of goyd. 
IT YH treuly yH spokia : & fat alsso fa suldi do if ryglif fcr fa had 
abyd!^ — for to fame custum it is. If Of a pj^vay, fe couejinge put 

28 by, bot stynk' no f ingi flays ouf : And yH a|>ekand' of bartt'a plenta 
spokys in whorae lurki's vonuii* of neddyrs. H pis haue I knawen : 
fat fe more men ha fonnyd wtUt wordya of bakbyttyngis o-gajna i 
me, so mykiH fe more in gostely profetf I haue growne. Forsoth ' 

32 fame moste bakbitara I haue bai* whiik* faitbfuH frcndis I trysf 
before. IT Jitf ctssyd! I nof fro fo fingis fat to my sauH was 
pi'ophctabyH for wordia of fame, treuly stody I more vsyiV, and 
e\ier god fand I fauorabyll. I caU to mynde fat ia writtyn ; 

36 Midediceni illi ^ til }if.nedices, fat is to say ; ' J3ai saH cura byni, &j 

fou aaii blys.' And be proces of tyme to me is gyfyn grete p?(ji'ett 

[ of gostely ioyes. ^ Sro fo beyyiiynge forsoth of my lyfe-chaungyng' 
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fl6 I. The Mrc of Lone. Of Hampok's Gowrertion. [Bk. I. Ch. Ift 

Tiwimtin- & of my mynde to Jie opinyng" of |)q heucnJy liore,/ }ai, >c faee 
"Z'en\"a BclieuyJ, fe [ee] of lierf heueuly pingia myglif bolialij & so what" 
wniirMr. way my lufe it myglif seeke and to hym lesily Jeeyre, Hire jore ar 
mi)qii."iiga. ryii except? tlire monethea or four — IT ()e dure foraotE jitt bydinge 4 

■' opyn, vuto fe tyme in wtilllc in liai'f worely was fe)f heeP of lufe 
iiiibnntii ■ euei'Isfitynge, a jere iierehand! is jiflssyif. IT I satte foraoth in a 
Ctofimn. cliappeH & qwliilsP wiLB aweltiea of pj-ayer or nioditaciofi mikyH I 
iii a ciiiipei. ivaa dolityil, Bodauly in me I felt a iiiery heet & vnknawen. H Bot 8 
" when fyrsf I won[dcryd] dowtamt off whome it Buldl be, IT be 
longe tyme, I am expert- not of ci-oature bof of my makar it was, 
for more liote & gladdar I foudo itf, Jjat heet' treuly aeusibUy 
Mwete aiiiellynge vnhopingly, I waa besy vnto fie ijischeddyiige & 1! 
takynge of licuenly Rouude or goatly, fl Jje whilk to eonf^ls longia 
/ fjf louyngo euej'laatynge & swetiiea of melody vnsene — for knaweu 
or hai'da may itt not be hof of liyme faf if takya ; wbome bobouya 
Ntnamoniiii clone to be & fro fiB erth depnctyd'—half' a jore, thre monetliia A II 
V'ln^"*" anm wekya ar our-ryii. IT Whila treuly in fa same chap|)cll I salt, 
•ongii ot love, & in fo nyjt before sopar als I myght aalmyai I aonge, ala irer fe 
noyos of' redara or rallier aitigare-' alio wen me I belield!. H QwhilaP 
/ also prayaniJ to Iiciiyns w/l/i nH desire I toke hnde, on ivliaf inancr 2( 
I I wote not sodanly in me noya of aonge I felf, & likyngeat melody 
\ liouynly I toks, willi me dwellyng' in myntle, Foisotfi my toyffi 
contimily to myrtli of aonge waa clianngyd, end ala wer loueynge 
I had piiikand', & iu pmyora & aalmya^ sayam* fe aame sonnde I 3f 
sclieuyiJ, & so fortE to aynge faf before I anyr? for plente of iwwaret 
and thm awetnes I bryap oute, forsotli pciuely, for allonly befor my makar.// 
•weei Hiig I waa nof knaweu of (lame fiut me saw, ftla in awntyr, if Jin had 

kiiawen, abowne niestire fai waW liaue worschippyii me,/ and so 21 
pavf of Jjc floui-e fayrist I suliJ ha loaf, it into forsakyiige I auld ha 
fiillyn. Emoiige mcruayH has kacidd me in fnt fat I waa takyn to 
ao grete myrtli wliilsf I was exiH, and for god to me gafe gyftia patf 
I couth nott [asko] nor I troweiJ any alyke Jiinge any man, not 3! 
liolyest', in fia life ha takyn. pertoi I trowe Jiis to iion medfully 
gyfyn bot frely to whome criate wyH ; neutv-pe-Iea I trowe no man 
faf takia hot if he specially pe name of Ihesii lufe & in so mikyH 
he worachip fiat neiicr fro hia mynde except* in slcpe he laf itt pas — 31 
to whome ia gifyn J»af to do, ala I trow fut fat same he may fulGlL 
Mywhoii ^ Qwliarfore fro fe begynnynge of my chaungyil saule vnto fe he 
leniDutau degrc of cnstig lufe f>e whilk' god gramityng' 1 myglit ateno, in 



Bfc. I. Ch. 17.] I. Tlic Fire of L&vc Glory to God. 

ivhilk degre wi'tA loyfuli songe godij* loiieynge I mj'jt synge, fowrebeent j 
jere and alwiito iij monetliea I had. If Here foreoth wiVt first* 
degres to fis dispoainge bydis to a trcw ende ; after f e dedc alsao it 
4 saH be more purfyte, for here loy of lute or' bymjnge of charite 
ia begnn &, in fe heuenly kyngdomo eudyiige nioat' gloriiw it scH [Coi. k 
take./ And foraotB in fia lyfe in fie degres sett* nop litil pnvftttis, 
hot into a. nodyt degree itt ascendes not", treuiy als itt were in graa 
8 cowfermydl, ala a iledely man may he reatis. H Qivliarfor graa to TimnLi 
god, louyng* to hym wit/i-outyn cesaynge desire I to gylf, fe whilk" t\i', 
both in disea, heuynea Si peraecncion gyfis me solaa, and emongo 
pj-osjiej'itea & flate^'ingw wit/i sikymea niakis me ahyde a erowen 

1 2 endles. fl Jjerfore to Ihesu ioyand beaily louyngw I jelde, fe whilf ""i lociiriii, J 
me, leest & ivreth, haa wochyd-fiafe isith aweto niiniatira to menge, 
fe whilk* aongi's of melody of fe spirit, bof hewyniy, epryngis. 
IT ThankyngiV beaily witA loy I saH do, for nie like he haa made to 

10 clerely ayngara be clerenea of COTiscitna in saide, bymanif in lufe whniimiiiiiBU | 
endles, whilst it louea & boluea in bymynge, f e myiide cliaungyd lo'" ui i 
aittand wi't/i heto warmanif, wit/! desire gretly spreeiV, & trew ludy 
bowto of v&rtew It apryngis wiVi-oute strife or vyee in fe eighf of 

20 our maker, ])us songe pe self in-berami, wi'tA mory songe gladdya 
J)e longar, & labors refreachya. Many ar fio me;TieIlU8 giftjs & 
gtetf, bof Hon ar alike emonge fe gj'ftia of f is \yay, fe wliilfc" fuH 
dorely confermya in figure of achaplyuea of lyfe vnsenc in loueaml 

24 aanle, or fe whilk" coutforths ao awetejy fe aittar, & coiwforthyij fa 
rauysch to fe heght of conteijiplaciofi or acorde of Aungela loue- 
ynge. EehalJ, bredyr, to jou I bane telde, to byruynge of lufe Bmtiier, 
how I com, not fat je suUI^ praya mo, bot fnt je niy god aulJ iwn^tiir 

28 glorify, of whome I toke ilke gude dede fat I had, & fat je fintawd uf q«). 
aH finge vudyr [soune] vanyte, to felow, nof to bakbyf may be (otit. 

pe prayer of ])e poyr luwand & to dy clesyrand. & 
32 of Jw praysinge of godi's charite. [Cap. XVII,] 

1*0 deuotitf pojT when he ia noyJ for defaute, if he wil pray he 
J may, & say ; " loiil' my goii Ihean criate, bane merry on me it 
vouche f on safe to hebald! f o greuus )ok f ot on my body ia putt ; 
36 And fei-fore my srnde if taria not to koaf down. My flesch truuly ,Midoi"i. 
failys in greuya of f is lyfe, wliarfore alaao gostcly ve/'tcwe ia made Efe! ' 
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wery. ])at I tretilj in Jiis watli* or of Jiis wftrl(T had, aU I liane 
endyiH, & iiojf is left Itot fiat my aiule to a noiljr ivnrlfJ jjou lede, 
whar my treaure is precinsisf, & ray lyuhest aubstiiuce & not 
faylyoga AbyJys. 'Wharfoi'e wit/(-outa dcfaut I saH lyfe, wi'tA-oute 4 
aorow I BoH ioy, WiVi-outcn irksomnes I huH lufo, & fe loiieanil, 
tLa seanil', in fe ioyaini emllealy I aaH be feJ. j3ou treuly art my 
trosure & aH pe desire of my liarP ; it fur ft;, fof pen I pbH haiie ^ 
& pavBttily se Jie. H Ami to ilede Jjhs I sijeke : " dede, where S 
dwcllie fpuul to me lifanJ why cnmys fou so late, bot ^it deilelyl 
why halsis frjn nott fi«t f)e desiral IT Qwo iB T-noght fi swetiies to 
Jiiuk, fat end aif of ejghing', of desire begyningfl, fe jate of jera- 
ynge vufaylinget )jou art fe endl of heuynes, Jie mark' of labirs, 12 
begiiiynij* of frujts, fe jate of ioyee. Beliald', I bolne, to ])e I 

b,j deeire; if fiou cnm, aoue I saH be safe. For lul'e treuly muyBuhyJ, 
fully I iiiaye not lufe faf I desire to, whilst I tasle [ib ioy fiat Jjou 
to me saH gj'fe. If it belioiie me dedely, forsoilli for it befalics, he 16 

08 Jie to pas als aH my fudera liaa gone, 1 pray f e l^iry not niiki}}, fro 

«■ me bydo nof lange ! BehaliJ treuly, for lufe I loiige, to dy I desire, 
to pe I byme, & no me)-oaile not for fpc, bot for my sauyoHj- Ihesu, 
wliome aftei' p&tf I liaue had pe, iv('t/(-outen end! I trow to rb, IT 20 
dede, how gude is fi dome to nedy mnne, whos sawle neuer-JieJea 
wi'tft lufe [is] made swete ; " to mane foreoth oriste treuly loueani}, 
heuenly fingi's behaldanit, wit?( fyre of Jie holy goste swetely 

m, byxnde. IT Afto- deile Bothely to anngela aonge he is takyn, for 24 

now in musyk' of the spirit purgyrf fe pj'ofetandl he dwellis. And 

foraotli iu melody ful menielli(S he saH dy, fie wliilk fat Bwete name 

Ijfatuf fuH pythily tlioyth on, And of companys bym metynge 

I wytti heuenly ympnis wi't/i worschipe he saH be takyn in to fie liaH 28 

im- of fe emprowre endeles, beand emong" lieuenly duellara in seet 
blissyiJ. It To fia truly charite hjm has broglit fnt he so likandly 
inwariJ sukf lyfe, & nH fat happyns gladly sulil aulTyr, And dede 
not* w/t7t bittyrnes bot v/ith awetnes he Bulil' fink*; sothely fien 32 
trows he hym-self treuly to lyfe when to hytn is gifyn fro fie lyghf 

ve, to pas. 1[ O awote charite, fou artt playnly ewetnea darresf, fat fia 
uiynde fiit (fe cacliis) to fi lufe fou takis so clerly fou moiatia, Jjat 
aoue aH paasaniV J)ing)« A vayn loys fou makf's to despise And in to 35 
fii dcsirs onely raej-uellusly to couett. In to me )JOU haat crime, & 
ilialiB, aH fe iiiar forpartis of my saule wi't7i swetnes of heuenly 
yrth ar fulfill! & boylinge in gostely ioy ai plenteuwK. And 
treuly peiiaie I longe for lafe of fe fayrest flowre, & wi'tA flaumc of 40 
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:.I.Ch.l8.] I. The Fire of Love. It makes its dt^nse Vain Things. 39 ] 

fjre I am inliirly byniil. AVoIiI god I suKI go fro fn ilwoljugo of 
fis I'xil ! IT Jjus it ivnrniys how man |)iithitr not bot Ji'it felia Bolne 
ill hyni-seU, )ie liarf siiii^aiid iu dite & tttkyn viit/i cliarge of cliarite. 

4 51 J3ia sotliely i8 mostc mery fat fan I t;ike & nere I dy wliils it is 
mnde fus stedfasP wi't/i bymynge lufe. Now gmiiiitt, iny btet 
lielouyi^, ]iat I may ceae ; for dedo, )irit many drcde, to me BuKf bo i>«iuii oin 
ala heuenly mueyk', poi aH now ala wer in {mi-iidise aitt stabyH 1 luutiuKwiu* 

8 ain sittand' i?( wyldernes, ewetidy fee aoundiunt! A luf)y songu In 
likyngia fat my lufe bos gyn luo, , 

How pflHite lufe be clennes & lufe is getyn. And of 
lufe inp«rfyte & faymea. And of tbre myght/s 
12 of godz* lufe, And of ryclie, poyre, & alraoa. 

[Cap. XVIII.] 

^BiJ'^f clonneB of conaciens & plente of gosti^ly glodncs & inhirly From n inirg 
V-/ myrth, risya fe songe of icy & bymynge of lufe endlea i« ri.r.iiii.B.ii.j 

IC mynde treuly loiieaiiA No mecuaile in fia mauei' loneaiiil' has liift ■■">'"■ 
p«)-atly had, grct in desire, in mevinge Alway in to god dr(!SKyi>, 
wit/i no lettynge froo his lufo remode, WitA-outen strife .of vuyn 
foglitis to criBto besily cleuaml, in Thfisn ener ioyaniV, fro hym 

20 ueuei- distjvdt, wiU/. iS neuer meuyd, qwboni doand fles lieuer . 

desauys or fro fe awetnea of oyntme»t kestis downe, IT )3e warld', Tim i.in»r of I 
fe flesch, fe deiiyH in hym has none effecf, [inf aH fini pryk hyme ; iii.wuHd,'ihi j 
hot vndyr liia lete iie treilys fame, per strenght suttanii af noght", <i»vir. «i ' 

24 wiVi-outeu aetheyiige lie boyls, vritli grete deayre lie loucys, witJi 
awetues he synges, w/t/i host be schinys, in goil be is dolityil witA- 
outeu gaynstandyiig*, wiVi goiiige vp vnhrokyn hu bebiiklis. AH 
fiiifie be acumfetui, aH f inge ho onwcomya, of aM f ingo |:Bt liyiii likis 

28 no-f inge to hyme semys iiitpoaaibyh. Treuly whilst any innn is hi^oy 
with att bis vertew oriste to lufe, grete swetncs forsoyth in hym-wlf 
of lyfe euez-dastyiige be felia. IT To criste treuly wo ar turnyij if 
bym villi our bolo mymJ to lufe we stryfe. Cerlan so nienicllKn ii 

32 jiiiige god is, & so likamJ to ae, fiit I wondyr f«t any man may liu 
so wode & go oute of way jwit iii saule to bis sijt wyl take no hode. 
% Treuly uof be fat grete & many fingoa dose is grtjte, hot he fwt 
mikiH lufes uriate gret is, & of god loueyd. H Iforaotli philosojihyrs 

361uM trauaybl mykiH, & jitt wiVi-fluten fruytt fai ba vanischyi* ; 
And many f'lt aemyiF cristcu grete fingea biw doini it m^i'iiaila 
adieuyiV, & jit to bo sanuJ fai wur not^ wurfi : I'ur nut to duuin, boL' Nutuid 



I. The Fire of Love. The Reward of loving God. [Bk. I. Ch. 18. 

lodig lufara is plente of heueiily cwivne. I aske Jio, lorde Ihpj<u, 
gif i-nto me meuyng' in |ii lufe wrt^i-outeu nieBnre, desiie wj't/i-outen 
mnnei; longyngo Wit/i-outen ordyr, bymynge w/tA-oute discrocioil. 
])e hoiter treuly ia liife of pe, grediliar fiiit if is, ffor aonfer \ritJi 4 
resone if is reatrenyd nor ■wit/i drede it ia tlironge nor witA dome 
teyiipyd. IT M^o man blistar ener sali be fen he Jtat for gretenes of 
lufe may dy. IF No creature treuly may lufe to mykiH. In att 
ofpr fingea aft }itt is to mykiH tumea to vice : bot vCT-tew of lufe, 8 
fe more it paseya more gloriua it sal bet If J)e lufar treuly longis if 
he by hyjH ha not be Uknes fiat he lufis. Jjerfor it is eayiJ : Nun- 
date dilecto quia amorem langueo, (wt ia to aay; " Bchew to uiy luffl 
for lufe I longe," Ala who say : [for] Jjat 1 lufe 1 so if nof, for lufe 13 
also in body I wax slaw. TuniytJ forsotli Wit7i aH my hart ta 
criate, iirap be trow penance I am tytle, & so aH fijigo (mt to vanite 
longw foraakaud / After fe taste of gostly swetnea to syuge ia 
Boundly loueynge godly it saH be rauischyit. Wlier of ysai : Ego 18 
ranfabn dileela meo. & in paalmo ; In fe amtacio iiiea eempfsr, 
Jjat is to say : " to my lufe, I sail synge," And in paalme : " In Je 
my Bongo ia euer," ]3a fierfore Jtat {lus in goUin lufe has lyfiij And 
in inwanj flayr swetely bymyi!', In dede no mej-uayle wttA-outen 20 
drede, treidy v/ith loy fro fiia lyghtte passya. And after dede 
heuynly kingodomes aaceudia. IT Of fe fliiume f^rtore of godia I 
lufe it is, fe myndc fut it takis to woud, ^at it sny : "wondyd 
wit/i charite I am," & longinge I am maile for my lufe — wher of 24 
it ia aayiJ : Aiimre laagueo, " for lufe I longe " ; *\ And to moste, 
fat so it go in to fe leH*man fat fe self & fdi oJyr finges it forget 
beaiil- ciiate. jMJ'for he says : / pone me vt signaevlvja super 
.cor iuwai, / fat is to say : "Ala a tokin aetf me on fi hart." 28 
H Qwhat ia lufe bott transfojirmynge of desire In to fe finge lufjdt 
iiiiK Or lufe is grete deaire of fayre gude & lufely, with continuance of 
,b.j foghtis goarad in to fat finge fat it lufya ; fe whylk" when it haa 
it, fen it ioys, for ioy ia not causyd hot of Info. AH lufand to per 32 
lufe treuly bt likkyni?, & lufe makia hym like fat lufya to fat fat 
I is Infyd. 

IT To be lufyd treuly noudyr god nor ofer creature dedoins or 
I forsokis, hot gladly aH fingis aayea fa wait? be louyd, & of lufe fai 36 
ar glad. In lufyiig^ treuly fa ar not heuy, "bot if fa A vnkynde 
finge fa lia hifyd or if fat finge fat fai lufyngly aoght fa trow fa 
may not hafe. / ))ies in godis lufe ar neuei; hot in lufe ot fo warld 
& wyj/imen fis off tymcs bajiiiyna. H I ilar not say fat uit lufe ia 40 
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guile, for |)at liife fat more in creaturie is d«lityd few in (le maker 
of aH finges, & luste of ely bewte settis before gostely ciernps, is il 
& to "be liatyil, for it turnya fro luf endlea & turns to tempomH (iitf 
4 may not last 1[ Jit pei-auutyr f-e lea it satt ba ponysuLid, for more 
it desires & ioys to lufe & to bo lufyit Jjen to fyil or to be filyiV. 
H J3e fayrer a creatur ia, more luCely in fe sighf of ali it ia. / Jjerfore 
sum wiia wont besily to geet heel of acliaply forme fien of despisyiV, 
8 for if liaa many occasions to "brjTige to yH ; Ami kynde tecliia fd Now 
fayrer (liiige more swetely to be lufyd : neuec-ffrlea ordinate charite w 
sayes more gude |)e more is to be lufyiJ, for ilk fleachly beute is as v 
luiy lightly vaniachand, giidelynea treuly bydia. / & oft-tymea god'"' 

12 seek & of pe warliJ despisyd' chesys, And strong A fayr forsakis — 
wharfore in psalme it is sayd : Trudidit ia cupHidtateni vittvtexa 
eoj'um, (J- pulmtudinem ewuni m jiinnus immici j fat is to Btiy : 
" J)er vwteu be bas gifyn to bondage, & (ler faymes to liandea of 

16 |)ei' enmya;" & in a, noilyr plas : /labcTM fidufium hi jul lul e 
twi foiTiicata ee, j fat ia in englis : " haueaniJ trayat in f faym a 
fou lias done foniicaeiofi," IT Of Infe it is also, mynde to u It" 
als it ia writyn : jlnim<( iiiea Hiynef&eta est, vt dihcfus I cut s t 

30 frtt is to say : " my saule is moltyn, aa my lufe spak." Sw te lufe 
treuly & deuout fe harf in godw swetnes meltid, so Jj«t f e w 9 of 
man ivj't/i fe wiH of god i;* woundirfuH frenachip ia made o / In 
whilli' onhede sUk' swetnes of likynge bete & songe to a lufa d 

2-1 saule is inscbed, how grete fie felar may not teH. IT Lufe fo sotf 
1 haa strcnglit iti apreding*, in knytynge, & turnynge, bpred g' 
treuly, for fe liemya of hia gudenes not oidy to frendia ^ ne i b rs ™ 
bot also to' enmya & straungera it apredya. H Knytynge treuly, for 

38 lufara it makis on in deyd & wiH, & criate a ilk holy sanle it makia 
one. He treuly f«t to god draws, one spiritt is, not on kynde, hot 
grace & on[h]ed of wiE IT A turnyuR' strengtit Also baa lufe, for 
fe lufand if twcanys in to fe lufyd! & beris in to hym, Qwharibre 

32 fyer of fe holy goaf the liai't Ji'it it treuly takia, al hoyH itt bjTnys, 
& als wer in to fyer it turns, And in to ftit forme it ledia fat to 
gude is likist. Ellis had not bene aayd! : Ego dixi dij edis ^ Jilij 
excelei onmes, f nt is to aay : " I haue aayd je ar goih's, & aH f e 

36 childpc of bee god." H fforsoth awn men to-gidyr so has lufyd fat 
nerhaJid fai troude bot on saule in fam both, H Treuly f o pore 
man of warldly gude, f of he be rich in mynde, fro alike lufe is fare : [Fd.x' 
li He treuly fat euyr belioucs to take & seldom or neuer may gyf, 
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meniail wer if bo bad a frende ia fe wliilk in aH Jjiugu lie myglit 
triat. Of oftci- fiwfore trowed viiworfi tteu luft, criate lie lias a 
Whore man's stedfitst fretid ; of hyiii faithfully ask he wljat so he wyti. QtvLer 
uoJia'iiur. mana help treuly failya, witli-out doute godiW is nere. IT More pro- 4 
fetabiH iieiie;^{ie-lea it wer to Jte ryche, a holy pore man if he chase 
to Ilia {rend speciftH to whonie ho wolil coiiio» all ^at he had? & 
gladly gyf hyra, ja more )»en fe pore walJ, & hym lufyd alfectu- 
usly Ale hia beat And kyndest frende. Jje;'fore crist« sayd! vnto 8 
ryche; "frendes make 3011," foreoth ineiiaud holy pore & ar godia 
M frendcB, & gladly god gifya to trew Infers of slyko pore for ^er lufe 
otuie ioya of paradise. I trow sothely |jat alike rich of Jier frenschip suliJ 
he wele pleayil ! Ijott now is trew fie vera fwt ia aayd : pin\lv\a e}-it 12 
stVcMa cum j)««/jer haheliif amieuiii, " Jjo aee aaH be dry when J)e 
pore man has a frende." Some riehe sothely I liaue fun fat to holy 
pore als fame poght gifyng fier mete, clething" fa wab? not gyff or 
odyr necesaarys, trowandl it wer I-nogh if Jint pa gif hot mete : & 16 
BO pa make paiH self frendtB or in pwcte, no more karinge for fren- 
schip of gude pore pen il pore ; And all pinge pat suW be gifyn 
of any prys, to pamo self & p«- ehihJyr pai aayf. A so holy pore to 
pame no more ia haldyu hot os pai ac to odyr of \er gude tloars 20 
imI'iii \^^ clothia gifis pam or ope)' gikle. Ami ;it p'lt ia wars, poro ta^^| 
ryehe semys full giete byrdyue. ^^| 

Of J)e loovynge & myght of cliaritc, & of J»e warldi* 
forsakynge & ])e way of penaus to be takyn. 2i 
[Cap. XIX.] 

iiiie /^barite qwene of vei-tew, pe fayrest ateme, is hewte of pe eaule, 
V.-' pflt ii pe saule doia al pis pingea, pat is to say r it wondis it, 
J it makia it longanrf, it moistia, & meltis, & makis fayr ; it gladdijt Ss 28 
enflaumya ; qwua ordi/ot dode ia fulfare babet. / AH vei'tew, if it 
treuly be callyd vwtew, behouya w/t/i-out douto pnt iii charite it be 
rotyiH, No VCT'tew treuly may he liaki pat in god(V lufe it baa nott 
sett, f Qwho Botbely w(t/<-oute godw lufe vectews or gude dodia 32 
multiplis, Ala into a pceuay bothomlea pj'eciua stones lie kestia. 
H Scheuyd it is & knawen pat aH dedia pat men dose, in pe end 
heel to gett pa help not if in goddis charite & of pi neghbur pa be 

B not done. Qwharfor aen charite only is pat vs makia blissytP, rjitber 36 
we aw owr lyfe desyre to Ioya, pen wit/i myndo or mouth or dede 
charite fyllo. In pia ioys atryuars wiUi syu, In pis ar crowuyd 
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ouercomars. U Inparfyte treuly is ilk cristyn fat to erthly lielMs 
drawes vfiih lufe, or to any warldly solas is loynydl, for he foreakw 
not all fat he has, wtt/«-oute fe whilk to pe^-feccion no mas 

4 may cum. 

U Qwhen any man treuly god parfitely desiris to hife, aH finge 
als wele inwarcJ as vtward? fat to god^rf lufe ar contrary & fro Lis 
lufe letttV, he stodys to do away. And fat a man do fat, treuly ifoijcvili.: 

8 grete hesynes he has, for in doynge grete stryuys he sal suffyr, 
aftirwardf treuly swettest rest he saH fynde in fat fat he sektft. 



% We haue hanl? treuly fat f e way is stray tt*, but ledys to lyfe. "JJ^JJJ; ^ 



J?is is f e way of penance fat few fyndes ; f e whilk f erfore strayt is fgj^ . 

12 callid for he it. And it he ryght, fe nesch fro vnlefull solace of fe 
warkl? is nakkind? & fe saule fro schreuycl? likynge & vnclene 
f oghtis is restrenyclf <fe only to goddti^ lufe it is dressycK Bot f is is 
seldu??i fun in men, for none neyhand? sauyrs \at to god longis, bot 

16 erthcly ioy fai seek & in fat fai er delitydtV, wliarfore fer bodily 
appetyte folowynge & gostely despisynge, AH the wayes to jwr 
sawlis heelfuH fa forsak & fa vg* als stray te, scliarp <fe vnabyti to 
he borne to fer lust. U Neu/3r-f e-les eue?*y dedely man awght to 

20 charge fat be f e way of ryches and fleschly likeynge & lust* to )hs Jg^^r 
kyngdome heuynly sal he neuer cum ; / for sothe sen it is writtyn of 
criste : qxiod oportuit clivistum pati ^ ita intrare in gloviam suam, // 
fat is to say : " fat criste behouyd to sutfyr & so entyr his ioy," 

24 ^ If we be me??ibyrs of owr liede Ihe^u criste, hym we sati fokiw : 

^ & if we lufe criste, Als he has gone vs bus go, els now ar w« jipt .•^. 
his membyrs, for fro f e hede we ar deuydyd. IF If we fro iiy*;* 
treuly be sonderyd, greetly it is to dred*, for to fe feende feiiiiL''»- 

28 loynyd, U And in fe last doyme criste is to say : " I imie .4pi 
knawen jow." / He treuly be a noyus jate <fe a strayt way ^aB^wir 
to heuyn ; how will we fat wrechis & synnars ar, of poyr rvei«6.^ 
made & wit/i vnlefuti & flaterynges of f is warld? to owr lj«t 

32 vanyte & softnes of flesch & likynge desyre & neuer-Jj^jw igi 
to cum vfiih criste reyn ] U Criste when he was lydk^ fe 
becumyn poyr : And we when we ar poyre, no f inge 
mykiti couet Als to be or seym plen tenths. U Criste 

36 lorde of aH, is becum se?'uand? of aH : And we whils we 

& se7*uandis ynp7*6)fetabyti, 3it wal($ we be lordes of «L jm^mmm -^^ ^* 
he was greet* god, is becum a meke man : And w^ ^^kf^^m^^^ !!* '"''' 
seyk* & synipil men, in so mykiti for pryde we rays MV4i0S||^<'w«^ / 

40 wer godd^s. / He \ii\Ji men was conuersant, fat fi 
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myght rayse : & we lie aH owt lyfe ortbly Jjiugi's deairis. ^ Scliowi 
JjEfcibre it is )>at liyni we lufe not, for owr wiH to liis we wiH 
meyk', no to fullil we hesy not f»t ilk diiy we ask sayand : jUit 
volniclita lita m'eut in eelo ^ in teira, "pi wil be done ols in lieuyii 4 
& in ertB," In Tayu foraoyth sljke men trowis fe iieritage to Laue 
wit/i {^ame )i(it is clifisyn, for of cristis gaynbjiuge fa ar no partinors 
Jie wbilk Jje bloyj lie wbonie we ar gayiiboybt be per wyckyd & 
vnclene warkis )ia dea^iys & frely to f e fendia bondage fawj-self 8 



^ Of pe fayrnea of mynde, vtvnite of the warLf ^-^l 
lufe of god & owr neglibur knyttyiP, and qwedyr 
p(7/-fite lufe may be loate & gettyii in fiis way. 12 
[Cap. XX.] 
jt If. Jiou be gladeniJ in fayniea, kiiaw it wele, for fayrnea of pi 
mynde of Jie bee fayr saH make pe beloiieiJ if if to lufe of liym 
oiiely )wu kepe YnfilyiV. J3e fleacb sothely abyl to royP wtt/i att liya IC 
bewte is fid febyH & to be despisyd, for it soyne passand' att (le 
lufara begilis. ))e vertew Jjerfore of owr lyfe in pia atanilia ; pdt, 
vanite spisydl & spurayt*, to trewtB vnpco'tyngly wo draw, IT Ati 
ely J)ingia ar vayiie wbilb in ertli ar deayrid ; trw aothcly ar fnt 20 
may not be aein, beiiynly & eiieclaating. Trewly ilk ci'iateu man in 
fia of gode Bcbewia byni-aelf cbosya ])at Jjiee ertlily Jjiiiges be sett sit 
nogbt, Att'to-gidyr in godia deaiiia spieedl and per-ol be takya a 
preuay aounde of lufe, fiaf no man wi't/i. warldly desirs ia vnibe- 2i 
lappiiJ, fro Jie saiiowr of beuenly Toy wreobedly he is witlidrawen. 
And no mecuayH of fe scbinyngo sawl & barely to lufe of eiiej-Iaat- 
ynge besy & ciistc vnwerely deaireuiid ba[r]tis eapauite witli plente 
of ewetnea ia wonte to be fnlfillyd, eo fat in Jjia Mery fleacb als wer 28 
of aungela lyfe vitfi aowndly myrtb j?ai ar glsdind. ))ecfore if onr 
lufe be pure & p(»'fyte, wliat-en&i' our bnrt lufys god it ia. K If wo 
truly owr-self & aH o|jer creatura Jiaf ar to be lufydl not bot in goJ 
& for god we lufe, what odyr in va & in fame bot byni we lufe 1 32 
IT Qwhen owr god treuly of va witA hole hart & aH veJ'tew ia bifyij, 
pan witAout doute & onr negbbur, & aH fat ia to be lufyd, rigbteat 
ia lufyiJ, fl If our Lartf pertore before god & in to lufe of god we 
ached, with hyrae bwne & wM god haldyn, what ia per more wi\Ji 36 
wbilk any oper fiiige we may liifel fl In lufe trenly of god is lufe 
of my iK^ghbur. 11 Jjecfur als ho put god lufja Iw am not [but] 
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mail lufa, so ho fat ciiste treuly can lufe no fing* in liym bot god is 
ha preiiyrf to lula. Aiao aH fat we ai' Jufyil [ifc] lufya, alt to god, 
fe we] of lufe, we ^elde ; for he fat aH mana liart to hyni-self com- 

1-4 awndis be gyfyn, Al desyrs also & sH meveyngw of myiide iu Jiym 
lie desira to ha featyniF. ft'orBotfi lie fnt truly god lufya no finge 
in his harp hot god he felys, & if lie fele non a^cr f inge, nojt ellis 
lie has ; hot what so he has, for god lie liifys, it noght lie lufys hot 

I ■fi fat god wiH he hifo ; wharfore no ^inge hot gude lie lufya, & so aH 

hys lufe god is. fforaoffi fe Itife of fis mim is trew, for hym-self to ani con( 
Ilia makar ho contnurms fe whilk all finge for hjm-aelf has wroght, G"1- 
& 80 he for god aH piiige lufya. Sothely when lufe of euBcIastynge 
3 in owr satiles is treuly kyudyli?, yitt/i-OMV douto aH vanite of fia 
wnriiJ, & aH fleachly lufe, hot als foulyat fylth is lialdyn ; And 
whils Jie saule to beay deuocyon gyfyn no (linge hof plesance of fe 
makar desyrs, menielusly in Jie self wt'tA fyer of lufe it hyms, fnt 

m6 Boyftly in gostly godis pj'ofetand! & growanili lieoa-fovtfi in to Jje 
elipej' way & hroid Jjatf to dede ledia it fallia not, hot m'pev wiV* 
a houenly fyer vp rayaid in to conte;i)platyua lyfe it gose & asceudia. 
IT Lyfe treuly eontenfplatyfe of any man in Jiis vale of tevia vnto a Airaiyt 
ly til is not pfwfitely gettyn bot if fe harP of liym hefore he fey! lift l.i tii 
byme wit/i fjre of lufe & his couaciens ho knawe witA honily £j 

tnes niultyn. 1! So iio lue/'iiayl a man treuly conteiiipiatyfe is i,*,^io, 
made, qwhilat he botli tastynge awetuea & hyrnynge felynge, for fe""^^' 

■^4 gretnea of lufe oft^tymes nerhant* he dyes ; 5[ And fertoie in hala- 
e of eadlea lufe Ala wer bodily he is featyn**, for vncesayugly 
behaldyng*, to fat^ lijt vndescrye:5 to se wsVi aH hia desir he hosiea 
liyme to gu yp. IF fEorsoth, slyk' a man no oo)Hfort& hof godiw in 

28 his sanle can graunf, iu i^wos lufe now longycge, to fe ende of {lia 
lyfe he ia made desire, greuualy criand witA fe psalm ; Quamlo 
veniam ij- appareho utite fadein deil / pat ia to say : " qwen aaH I 
cum & appere before >o faaee of my godll" IT Jjis i3 pucfite lufe, J 

32 bof qwedyr Jiia statidyng iw lafe, ons had, any lyme may be loaf, ' 
not vncougruly may he askotf. IT Qwyla man truly may syn, 
charite he may lese ; hot not may syn, is not in state of fis way, hot 
of pB cuntre ahofe : qwarfore ilk man, how euer bo holy he bo in fw 

36 lyfe, jit may he syu, & deodly, for >e dreggis of syn in no pilgriw »• »•• 
of >i8 lyfe is fully slokyiuJ Aftyr coraon law. Truly if fer 
alike, fe wbilk* nawdyr desir, nor tempyd myghf be, to )»« 
heuyn he fat rather fen of fia way he aulc? long^'fl, nor to 1 

40 mede not to fawt, qwyla he may not syn [I wot not], % M ^i 
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lie lifanJ owr-qwher m flesch [for I say for me: flescli] des 
agayue Jie spirif, & fe a\iu-\\f agayna Jjb AgbcIi ; Aud after })b inward 
luftiie, to godw liifi! I am glad, bot jif I can not so mykyH lufe, Jtflt 
fleaclily desire I my^t" barely slokin. H I trow neuey-Jiedus fat o 4 
degre of purfite lufe Jjee is, Jie qwliili? qwbo-euec atenys it, uftfcwariB 
be aal ueuei- lose. A nofec truly it is to may loos, & anodyr alway 
. to bald fat be wil uof lecf fof aH he may. IT Po/^yt truly fam- 
. . ,- 801? abstenya, als raykift as in faifl is, fro Ut frnge vrith qwbilk' fej- 8 

mwiiLiider pecfecciofl may be destroyit or ellis lett. H Wi'tA fceces truly of fee 
^ lysp w»t7i grace of god ftai nr fultiUyd, wit/t qwbilk besily fia[i] ar 

Btiryd, gude to lufe, to spoke, & doo, / Aud fro iH of barf, moutfi & 
warlc fai ar wyfuirawen. IT Qwlien man to crista fecfore paclitely 13 
ge flwina tumyit', al f iug* paasaud ho dospiais, & liym-aolf in only desire of hys 
Halier, makar in-nioueabily, als for deedlyues for fe corrupcioQ of flesch he 

is letyn, lie fostins, )>cn no uiecuayH, his myglitia manly vsand, 
ffirsf, als wer heuyn opynd, villi liis vudecstandiug' egh heuenly IC 
iM CKia un ciliaeues belioldis, & aftii'ward! fiwcttisf heet, als war byi'nyuKe f yre, 
he felys ; H }jen viith niej'uelliis swetnes lie is taght, & so forth in 
aongly aoya be is ioyd. Jjis Jiej-fore is pai'fit charite, qwilk" no 
lint unteUy man kuow bot fat if toke ; & he fot it has takyn, it iieue)- leuys ; 3fl 
Kfeij. ewetely he lyitys, & sikirly be sul dy, ^^^| 



Of profetP & worjjines of prayer and meditacioun. 
[Cap. XXL] 

J l^ia stabilnes of myeiiili to gef & wilft-haldf, besy prayer helpis 24 
y mikyH ; for if it in mynde be groundyd, mygbt of fendia it 
Tudoia. H Jjof god truly aH Jjiuge knawe, And or we any finge ask", 

'<3 parfltly ha knaws what we wil ask*, to pray jitt va awe, for ma[u]y 
cause. For criste, to vs to pcftj, enaaumjiyl gaf qwhen in prayer 28 
allon in fe hyli [be] nygbtytJ. And for it ia pe ApoatiH comamenf : 
Sine inttwiisshne orate; oportet enim orare, ^ non deficew; / " with- 
owtyu cessyngi pray je ; to pray sothely it behouys, & not to fayl." 
Also Jjfflt we may be worfi grace in pis lyfe, & loy in tyme to 32 
cum — // Qwharfore " askia & je salt take. He fat aakis takis, & to 

ir f>e callar it aal be opynd." IT Alao for Auugellia our prayers to god 
otfyr, to help fee fulfillyngis. Tbogbtia truly & desyrs only to goiJ 
ar bare & opyn : jif Auiigels knaw qwhen sayntia worthy & holy 36 
[lingis finkis, & witli lufe of lyfe endlea gretely ar enflaumed', be goda 
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Bcheuinge, And be experiena of fer vtwaril dedis, for fa Bee fame 
onely to god saryf ; qwarforo to daniel Jje Aungel sayd : vir demderi- 
oram es: "A man fou art of deayrea." 11 Also for be continuance By oontiniui I 
4 of prayer fe saule is bymt' wi'tA fyer of god/* lufe ; oure lorde truly •nnJiiiiiimt 
be Ilia prtifett eays : Tumne uetba mea quasi ignU ^ qaasi vtatlem ofOmi'iUiT*! 
conterens peiraa t " Ar not my wordis als fyre bymanii!, & als a 
mel stonye brekandt J3e psalme also Bays : Ignitura. eloquiiim iuum 
8 vehemerUei, " fii apeoh hngsly is bymyrf." I5ot [now] many ^er at 
fat soyne worde of god fro (le moutJi, And barti's kest!« oiite, it not 
Buffirandi fer rest in fam : & f ei'fore J>a ar not bymyc! wiVi heet 
of cuQifortfi, bot koldi fa. byde in sleutb & neuljgens ; Also after 

12 inuumeiabil pj'ayera & meditacions of Bcripture, for foraotR in 
mynde nawdyr fa pray nor fink, (j^whyls odyr fat al clentli puttiw 
bak, ivM-iii schortt qwbyH ar gretely bymytti, & in criatia lufe ful 
Btrong*. Jjerfor ful iveil it felois ; ^ semws iuas iKIe^it ilhul, / fat 

16 ia to Bay: "& f i sej-uand it haa lufyif." Jjwfore truly he ia byrnyfJ ; 

for fi worde, lonf, lie lufyd, fat is to say, to ae A aftit it to wyrk'. timitnuy 
J)e Boyuar lis baa soghf fen fine, [& haa taken of fe fe & fine. U'nciov". 
Odyr aerue fe fur to hnue fine] & litil for fe fai cnre. Truly fe 

20 feyii vndyr bi sCT'uia fa wald be, wardly woraebyp to geet, & 
emonge men to seme glorius ; bot qwhyla fa ioy few f ingj'a to 
fynde, many fa loae, for fe & fin, And faiii. self & faris. f To 
prny also va behoues, fat eayf we may be ; f ccfore Inmys wames, 

2isayaiKl; Oi-ate pro intiicem vt ealitemini, j "for jour-aelf prayes, 

fat je be aanyd^." It Alao fat we be not made alawe, A ff(t in waiinmw 
guyd continuly we be occupyde; ferfore is sayi( : Vigilafe ^oiway.oMi- 
orafe ne intretis h\ teaijjtacioneva, / fnt is to say: "wake 30 & 

28 prays, f«t je entyr not in to teniptaciofie." Euej- truly we awe to 

l»'ay, or reed, or fiuke, viUt ofer dedia pi-ofetabyl, fat our enmy Hutnur 
neuer fyndi vs ydil. If Bot* it is to take beds with aH beaynes fat nBra'r'fl.T 
we wake in pcayer, fat is to say, wiUi handis foglitia not be endid, 

32 f «t widraues mynde, & iiiakoa forget qwLidir it ia bowne. And alway 
Ietti>, if fai may, fe effecf of deuocion to oupr-cum, fe whilk' mynde 
of fe proyand suld pei-aeyf if be wj't/i wakimes, beaines & deayr, 
prayiV. 

36 pat lyfe contemplatyfe ia worjiiar & mcedfullar Jkii 
, actifc. And of boyth in ^prechiage & prelacy. 

[Cap. xxn.] 



I 




4S I. The, Fire of Love. Contevtplative aiid Active Zifc. 

.] /~Vf sum truly it is doutjd qwliilk' lyfe ia more lueedfuH Aud 
\J bettir, co^tewplatifa or ftctiue. / Not* to fewe it semys fidt 
actife is meedfulinr, for many dcJis & pcechingia fat it vais. / Hot 
Jiiea ar vnknawaiKP, for vwtew of coiitewiplatife fai knaw not, // 4 

1- 3itt many actiJe ^er ar bettir fen sum contei^plutyfe ; bot best con- 

■ t«(Bplatife at hear (leu )ie besf actife. If Jjej-fore we any : lyfa 
contej/iplatif barly ia fe bette)', |)g swettar, & fe worjiiar, & mote 
meedfuH als eiiens vecray meed, Jjctt is ioy of goOf Tn-wroghf, 8 
for he more byrnyngly liitia god ; & more grace is aakyd, if con- 
tejnplalife lyfe reglit bo led, fen Actyfe. *\ Eeaun of feruent? 
liife in lyfe conte)"platife [fen ia actyue is, for contemplatyue] 
in resf or of myade & Ijody, & ferfore before aH deediy awetnes 12 
of enJlea lufe fa tasP. Actif truiy in labyr & vtwartf tpmynge 
aoi'ifis god, & [in] inwani rest taris bof lityH, wliarfore fa may 
nof be delity<¥ bot seldum & adiortlyj contemplatife sotbely aU 
wer besily lufe witA halsynyjj) of fer lemman. f Sitni for soUi 16 
gaynsettaniil, says: H Actife lyfe is more frnytfuH, for ■warfcis of 
mei-cy it doys, it pcecliis, & sHke ofer dedis wytkM ; Qwarfore more 
I J^" "" ' meritory it is. IT I say nay, for slyke warkis langis to accidentale 

reward, f fft is, ioy of finge TVToghf ; And so may oa fat sal be takin 20 
in-to fa ordii of Anngels, haue some meeiJ f'lt he sal not bane fat 
sal bo in fe ordyr of chernbyn or seraphyn, fat ia to say, Ioy of snm 
gude dede fat he dyd in his lyfe, fe whilk* a nodyr fat passis in 
godw lufe wiVi-out comiiariaon, dyd nof. Ala off tyema it happyns 24 
fat Bum of les meed is guyii, & preches ; A nofer prechia not, fat 
mikyH more lufya : is nut he f ia better for he pj-echis 1 no ; If bot 
he fis J>ut more lufya, hyar & bettir is ; ^ f of ho be les in prechinge, 
Buni meed he sal haue fat fa more was not worfi for he pj-eehid 28 
not. V Scheuyd fej-fore it is, fat mane is not holyat or hear for 
vtwanJ warki's fat he doys. God tnily fat is f e behalder of f e hart, 
rewartlis more wyl fen dede. / J3e dodis tmly hyng' of wyH, not wiH 

I of dede, / For, fo more byrnyngly fat a man lufya, in so mikyl to 32 
hyar reward! he asceadia. H )ier ia treuly in trew conte»tplatif' men 
a ful swete heet & plonteuwsnes of godis lufe, of fe whilk abyding*, 
i«-to fame is send a ioyfuH sowm* wj't/i myrth vntrowetf r And fis 
in actife men in fis lyfe ar neut'i' fun, for only to heuynly f ingw f ai 36 
take not hede fat ao in Ihesu fa myght be worfi to ioy. & fei'fore 
worfily actife lyfe ia put bo-hynd, & conteijtplatyf in fis present [& 
in] lyfe to cum worftly is p^-eferryd. 

H Qwharfore in fe meetbuynJ of trew Salamon fe i'ilars ar 40 



^^^h. 22.] I. T^^^^^Loet^W^iT^^^^^ML 

siluer, & his restini^place golA % Pilata of )»e cbayr ar stronge vp insmnn 
berara Ami guile gouyruouis of Holy kjrk": fb ar ailuer, for iiii>">uiiir 
ii fai ar clcre, tS: ia preching' ful of sounde. }» resting- Uwib 



i place gold! ar men contcmplatife, in ])e whilk in Le rest beand, criste ^"e- uu i<i 
specially restia his lieed. / & |ia foraotfi in lijio syngularly restis. Urt'Swi 
Jjis ai- goldly, for purare & darrar pn er in lionestt; of JyO'i'S*'! ^ -And "i^'^^, „ 
reddur in byrnynge of lufynge and cojitemplaciou. H God foreoth 
8 before has ordand hjs cliosyn diuera geruya to fulfyH ; to ilJc man 
truly it is not gifyn al offis to execute or fulfyH, bot" ilk man K«ry nun .. 
has ])at to his state is moBte aconlyng*. Qnarfore )>u Aposlil saya : »^ 'uiu ht* 
FKf'cuijue nostram data enf 'jra.cia aecnudum mnuturata liMiacioiiU 

1 2 christi, j fot is to say : " to ilkofl of vb is grace gifyn aftyr f e mesure 
of cristM gyft*." Sum tmly of lightwesly gettyn guda dos almita, 
odyr to fei- dede )>e treuth defendis, II Jyr godia worde ckrely & «n™ »>• 
strongely pcechia & to odyr to preche in per writtynge pa. scheii. •o'" v^n 

IG Odyr for god greto peuance & wrechidnea in ftis lyfe sofyra. *\ Odyr 

be [w giff of contewiplacion only to god ar beey, Si oriate to lufe •onunmun- 

fiime-Belf straytly fa set H Bot w/t/i-out« dciuto enmng" al a-stat/n 

fat ar in pa kyrk", viith a apeciuH giff (ta ioy faf ar becum eon- [^'l-Jl,'^''* 

20 te'/ip]Btife, m godw lufe now wer fa worfi singaiidly to Ioy. H if 
any man t/'iily botll lifys myghf gctf, fiat is to say coMteraplutyfe & 
autife, & fame keep and fulfyli, he wer fuH gi'eet, fat he bodily 
seruys mygbt I'ulfyH & neuer-fe-les in hym-self fele beuenly aonnde 

24 And in to Ioy of heuynly lufe eyngandly he wer multyn, I wot 

not if euec any deadly man bad fis ; / to me impossibil it semya fat ' 

both to gidyr be. / Criste truly ire fis party emonge men ia nott to 

be now[m]byri?, nor his blyst moilyr emong wyinmen. ^T Criste ci>fi« hid 

28 truly had no acrithyng foghtis, & conteinplatife he was not in comon ti««eiiiii, 
mane?- als saynt/s in f ia lyf ar contojjiplatife ; hym nedyd not treuly iinumpin- 
Labyr als va nedis, for fro fe begynnynge of his consaueing* he aawe ;i^'*o,J|i', 
gude. IT No me>-uayl, be grete exercise of goately wark/«, Jn-tn vs '^"^■ 

32 cumB a aowndly Ioy, & sownd ewettiat wc take fro heuyn, And bo 

forwaR* in rest we deaire to stand!, fat wit/i greet swetiies wo may , 

Ioy, / He, ferfore, actife life fat sarifis wele, to contemplatif lyfe he h.i^h™ 
is besy to go vp. Qwho truly witB giff of heuenly coatemplaciofi in ■"'•< i'* '• 

36 maucr forsayiJ is rayayd, to Actif cums not down, bot if pa/'auntyr ^J^^ 
he be cowipellyd, gouei-nans to take of cristin — fnt scMom or neucr "••'**■ 
I trow has happyml. % Odir treuly contemplatife to fat welle may 
be choayn, tor les wtt/( heet of lufe fai ar taght. % Lea HayntiB for- 

40 soth to olfyB of pj'elacy Bum tyine ar more abll fen gretter, for abont 



I. I%e Fire of Love. Zave overcomes Sin, [H 

vtwnril besinoa more acoi'dingly fa eal behaue finm-aelfe, |)«t in 
inward desira p(i7'fitly niy^t not rest. 




That birnynge of lufe, vis & syns purgis ; & of pe 
tokyns of trew frenschip. [Cap. XXIII.] i 

'■ XJymyngcof liife,iii-to aeawl truly takyn, an vicispoaj'gis; both 
Jj to luykiH & to lityH it avoydia, & btute of aU vei-tues it aettis ; 
ws't/i. deadly ayn stniidb it i\e\iei; & if it do wit/i vcninH, bot neuer- 
fe-Iea bo hymand may be Jie meuyng* & desyre of lufe in god, Jj«t 8 
aleo al veniaH Byniis it wastis, also wit^-oute ^iugtV in dede of fe 
same syna vetiiaH j for wliilsf fe trew lufar in-to god wiji strong and 
feriieiit' dcsyte ia borne, all jiinge hym diapleais fit fro fe aigbt of 
god witA-drawes. IT Qwliila he treuly in eongly ioy ia glailinde, 12 

I liys harp may not expres fwt be heuynly felya. And jiej'fore for laf 
he longis, / 

.] Piij'fyt men also, to life to cum neuer beris jKit may be byrnyd, 
for in fe hete of eriatiB^ lufe ia wastid al Jjw synnea. Hot fat no 16 
man weyn in vayn bim self parBte qwen he is not, H Here ha 

I" rj^wlion fat a man baa in bym self pej-fecciou. H Jjia traly is lyfe of 
pai'fyt : al charg' of warldly eranda to keat a-way, Sadyr and 

; modyr" & aU f i gndis, for crist to forsake ; aH gudya paasared, for 20 
endlea lyfe to despise ; warldly desyres wilh longe labir to destroy ; 

,_ lichery it att vnlefuH meuyngis, aa it is possibiH to refrene ; in our 
makers lufe onely to byme, It After bittir eorows & pasaand besynes 

It of goately warkts, swetneaof beuenlyconteijiplaciofl to feel; & so, fat 2i 
I of men pniielegiff spoek, for Ioy of godw lufe in to goatly songw 

■ or heuenly sound bebaldandly for to be takyn, IT And iii [in]warldly 

■ rest, aS sturbelans put bak, swetely to bydc, In ao mykiil fat, 
whilst to godia mane no f inge is lefiiH vtward to wyrk, swetnea of 28 
endlea lyfe, in likyng songe, in rayrtb vn-mesurcJ, wit/i-in is tokyn to 
sownd. % No meyuail f ns slyke awetnes he sail haue in mynde als 

I Aungcllw has in heuya, fof aH not so mikyH. IT On fis wyes 

sothely is mane made puj'fyt", & with fyer to be purgyd hym aait 33 

■4 not neyd aftyr f ia lyfe / qwhome hymandly in flesehe beaniS fyre 

f bymys of fe holy goost. IT And ^it fis pacfyte lufe makis not' a 

man ay not to eyn, bot fat syn in hym not" lasf, hot sone witA fyer 

of lufe it bo wastid. H Slyke lufara truly of Ihesn crist, fare p)-nyers 3G 

says not liko odyr rigbtwysnien, for, aotf in rightwia mynde > 

■ MS. tiistia 
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Bk. I. Ch. 24.] I. 7%£ S^ of Love. And sings vn, Joy. 

rauiaebid yiiih criatiV lufe abown hym-self, he is talcyn in-to St 
iiiecuellus niyrtfe, &, sowinl in to hyni goodly schcw?, ala wer w(tA >>' 
notis his pcayerB be Buigis, Also fro hia mouth i» melody offerand^ j^ 

4 fro mans feling' liyd, to gnd, And him is fidl hryght. H Strenght sj 
truly 8i gostely Tcrtew in hym heuynea of Jie fleacfi into ao mykitt "t 
now has oueycum, Jjot he in criste ay may bu glad, qwhos harf in-to J" 
fyer of lufe tjicnyd varely felia heueiily heet, (lat the gretnea of bo ™ 

8 byrnynge lufe vnneji ho may hero Wi't/i lyfe ; hot pe gudenea of *^' 
god hym kepis to tyrao ordaud, pe whilk hym gaf pat ho ao mikyH 
mijt lufe, & truly any ' for lufe I louge ' ; Ala aeraphym byrnyil he L 
byriiya & lufis, he syngia & loya, lie lufia & warniia ; & po more "i 
12 plesaiii he is, pe liattar in lufe put he bymia ; % not onely deed ha *[ 
dredis not, hot vnto dy he ia ^\wt wiih pe apoatiH : ' J/ihi inquii gj 
cristuB viuere vita eat, ij- mon (/aiidium,' / pat ia to say : ' Criate to '° 
me ia lyff ; & to dye, greet ioy,' Ac. " 



IC pat parfite lufe, wit/i gode no Jiinge meugis, & qwy ; 
& })at it is needfut to lufe ; and of pe blyndnea of 
fleaehly lufe. [Cap. XXIV.] 

Iff we paj-fitly foraake filthos of syna & vis of pis warltf, noping* [r»B>i(a- 
bot god we lufe. In our neghbur, qwhat lufe we hot god, f»i« mio am 
qwhen we not hot for go<l, and in god, hym wiH lufe, IT How aulJ vi™ofuii. 
god truly be aH in aH, in mane, if any ping- wer beayde hia lufe 1 no t"" J^'''"* 
man truly haa Ioy, bof of pe gude he lufls. / J3e more pei-fore pat a inan liu 

24 man god lufis, pe more plenteniialy (no mej'uayH) in hym ho sal Ioy : fj^ ^J™ 
f ffor pe more besily & feruently any pinge we deaire, pe more 5^^^!^" 
hartly if gettyn we Ioy. Jjerfore truly haa a man Ioy for he has "wuhemo! 
gode, IT and god truly is pat Ioy; pe whillc forsothe none of pame Mj^in'Hi'ni 

28 haa, pnt any pinge beayd god, sekia. If I truly for iny-self any tii"i7'"itii' 
pinge desyre, & my gode of pat* desire I aet notP eniJ, aityr it is of iHingliMide 
my-aelf I hafe made a traytur, & of po gilf byd opynly I am 
seheuyd. God truly on pat wyea will be lufyiJ, pat no man wiVs ood "iii bs 

33 bym in hia lufe be mengyd ; ffor if pou pi beif deuidys & dredis a my a,u 
not a nodyr pinge wi't/j bym to lufe, wj't/i oute dowt knawe well of inm-haro 
god pi luf foraakyn, pe whilk" a parf of lufe vochia not" safe forto 
bohal(J; / AH bole tndy or noghf he takys, ffor hole he po gayn Aiiomo- 

36 boghL (ji body forsol^ & pi saule, in pe ayn of pi Fadyr Adame waa uk^, fw h 
dampned : Qwharfor god into pe maydyna body ia cume downe, & tii« wUciij, 
man be-cum, pe pris baa gyfyn of pi delyuerana, pat not" onely pi "oufi in uw 



I. The Fire of Love. Mealdy Love is vUe, [Bk. I. Oh. S 

Tm tiiy sauH fro fo fendis power he suliJ delyuir, Iwt also J)i body w»Vt J 
XiiuHi-iiiD siiutt, in fe ende of ])e warid!, he myght make blisayd. ]3e con 
If tfi™'""' amentia (lecfore fou lias of lyfe euej'lastjng' ; if (tou wiH eutyr to 
kii«aoin I0.1 [le kyngdome loat' & eft repa/"ayld! wit/t cristis biode, f e behouys 4 
^o^witii goJtg comaraentw to kepe ; And truly ala f on desyrs aftyr f i deed 
ckS^wmi- ** sBcend into loyfuH & ^iir&ie, so fo behouys haue mynde in Jtia 
STdfruS?' lyf^ witA hole & ptH-fyte hai* gooit to lufe. Ellis nls fon now art 
wboto'aiid iiot to godis lufe gifyn, so Jen not pwrfyte loy, bot endulea bom-- 8 
peribot iimrt. jj,gQ^ j,^^ gg^jj (,^j'g_ j]'^^ truly qwhils Jjou wiV* hole lufe & mynde 
to Jii makar takis nof hede, aome ereature sotbely of god more fen 
KnrMBin- ia honest ot leefuH to lufe (jou art prauyili. lit may not be a saule 
iM wtihmii resonahyH ivttA-oulen lute quyls it is in fis lifejq wharf ore fie lufe 1 
life. J [lecof is fe fotte of fe aaule w/tA whilk* aftyr ^m pilgrimage to good 
or fe fende it is borne, fat to hyme it may be sogetf to qwhos wiH 
NnthLiiH thu here it se)-uyJ, No fiiige truly may be lufyd, bot for gudenca pat 
fc ''h't^ ^^ ''** *"' ^^^"^ semys f'lt it has, )i«t ia lufyil J Herefore truly it is pat 1 
new ichoM or lufers of bodily beute or warldly riches als wer be wychcraft ar 
iw'e. begilyif ; for in Jjam is not ]ie luat fe whilld we Jiink we feyH or aee, 

No mm tn- nor loy fat ia fenyd, nor fe name Jiat we giif itf . No man ferf ore 
more dum- more dampnabyH his aauH forgetti's, fen he fat is ee on woman aettis 2 
iimt MM hii for liehevy ; qwhilst truly syght of ee fte aauH kyndila, of f inge seen 
(OriachBTjr. onone foghf entyrs, & in hart gendyrs desyre, & filys jte inwanf 
beute. Qwharfoi- aodanly with byrnyng' of a noyus fyre if ia 
vmbelappid & blyndyd, fat fe aontens oE f e straytt luge it may 2 
not ae. And pm fe aauH takyn fro heuenly syghfc witA itt lufe & 
Tuclene, tokyna of his errour vtwarf styntis not to schew, Aad bot 
if" he may brynge fortB fyltS fat ia conaauyif, of his prospej-ite he 
mystristis, / Tylth foraoth he consauytli, f «t is to say, wykkyd deaire ; 2 
qwharfore worfely saH wickydnea be forth hroghf, for fe sonar 
Bcrithis fe sauH to slipyr luate, Als he takw no heed of fe greet 
parreil in qwilk he eirys. // Jw domys of gotJ alaso fro his face ar 
Wi'tS-drawen. Qwhila lie truly in fleschly desirs begyna to lyke, in 3 
to how greet a pytt of wcechidaes he caat hym self ho sois not. 
H Sothely fe dome of god is, fat qwho wilfully god deapisyd in 
dedely syn in casting* down, vnwilfully after fis lyfe, god demand, 
sal be dampnyd. IT He may not truly in tyme to cum fro paynes 3 
of heU defend hym-s©K fat in f ia lyfe sett dedely synnes, when he 
myghf, w/t7t his power waliJ not forsake and holly all wykkidnea 



J 



9f {w stynk parrett & towchinge of lichery, and of ]>g 
eursediies of couctys & vngudtdy glaclues. 

[Cap. XXV.] 

'4 /^ whils a niiin for pure iuf of god & vej'tew & ohaatitee weddia Hewiiofmni 
Vit not, 'wt iw chastite & in aray of aH vertew is besj to lyfe, to M, >irioe 
hym-solf* doiitlea in heuyna gret name he gettis, for ala lie cesia not ^^ m' 
here god to lul'e, ao in heiiyn fro hia praysyuge lie BaH ae\i«r aeae. "^juu'ii'iy 
8 Wedlake sothely in fo aelf is gude, bot when men for fulflllynge }er ^l'n"S?™' 
luste, (pant aolf sti'enya vndyr fie baniJ of Matcimony, glide toraol£ in 1)"™!, 
to ill fa turn ; And qwlierof fa iveyn to pcofotf feraf fa ceae not to I"Jt"i'"i, 
be wars. IT Qwlio so earn- for f ia entenf lufya wedlake, for be it he '■'"^ " ' 

12 trowes be ryclie, doutlea fe bridyH of wantoiiea he besys to lowse; 
yriUi lust & ryches Howand, ful iiiikiH he loya alyke mediuyn fone to 
bia alypyr fleacli. // ffoTsotR f I'nwarii' men f er ar, fat fer wyffis for fer tim* us 
bewte vnmanei'ly lufys ; it fe soiinar per bodily strenght is brokin, fniwurd' 

IC fat fa to fnlfiH fer bmlily lusp ar lowsyA H ffor fe more luste fai illSrw" 
bauo, f e aonar fai fayH ; & qwliilst fa hauo pj'uaperite, fa pariauh ; fot Oieit 
and qwliila fa ar beay wiVt luat to be fed', atrenght of body Awuiieih 
niynde wrechidJy fa loys. H If o fiHg" sothely b more perliua, be fwi wi 

20 fowler, more atynkand to man, fan to put hya mynde i« womana io.i!'«™i.giii . 
Info & hir deayr ala blistfuH rest'. Alter fe deed soyn no mectiayH "> 
it waxia fouH, fot liefore bo dBsirt? ao grete blys wit/* mikyli 
angwya. IT AttirwanI truly he knawos fat cowardly in alike liwt 

24 he has gone wrange, qwlien he perseyuya ao achort' Inaf & longe 
dises. It is scliewd fdt he was strongly bun wit/i a fouli bande of 
febyl vaiiite. fl Bot for he to go(t wiV* att hia harf walit not turn, 
his wrechidnea he knew not" to tynie ho felt it. H & fej'fore he felt 

28 to fe pytt of bondage, for to fe aeytf of ioy he belielit not. II Iff o n 

droop truly of awetne'i of endlea lyfe he hud felt", floachly fayrnes »f ihe'tweef 
^fat ia begiellyng* & vayn grace) to fays myndo ao sweet aiiliU none*' !"■ "f*. 
fisperyil'. Hot alas, he takea no heeil how atyukanif & odius is his uaB."onid 

32 wrechuH luaf in fo sight- of god aHmygbty, And iji hys consoiens he ^p^'E'iIS 
aeia nof hyin-aelf begilydf, Ko man cei-tan may be gifyn tn vncleii- "^^ 
uea of fe fleacS, bof if he erre fro fe wayea of rightwyanea, 
Qwbilea fe fyr truly of erthly hife, mana mynde ceaaia not toP'oi-xm. 

36 enflawm, no meniayl in it aft inoysture of grace it wastis, AT)d it Thewnien- 
both voyiV & dry malcnnd', ai-way hya hett encresaia, & of fe Are of nau^n^b^ 

fys fyr of lichery kyudyls ; And ao f e throli sauH niasyd! >iM/aiKi 
elnsly, no fing* bot litcachly desires conetia, or Richea to encres ; atii>s^t^ 
M ^^ ^ i 
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& iu fum his end makaii<f, alway laburs new finge to gett : And Jjo 
payaea |)at he gos to he seis nott', for godts wordes & his aommnentis 
he ohargyd nof. And for he fie vtwarJ loys onely deaira iw in-wardly 
& vnsene blyndyd Ab wer aytheles to fyre gois. H And truly when 4 
fe vnhappy sauH fro fe body saH pass', parfltely it aatt knaw in fie 
Bchewyijgo how wrechiil itf was, Je qwhiUc trowed fe self qwhils 
it was in flescti, not only giltles, bof also liappy. H In ilk" jiinge 
ferfor, clennea of mynde more fen of body is to be chargydl; leB 8 
wyk cei-tan it is, womans flesch wiVi bare handes to toucbe, fen v 
wikky:? litsf mynde to be filyiJ. If we truly wyoimen tocfi, & hjf, 
harf finkia none yH, ayn it aw nof to be cakJ, fof aH he if tempb*^ 
acioflof }i6 fleacB sum tyme Kis; for man fallis not to ilwhillg hia 12 
mynde iu god is stedfasf. H Qwhils fe barf of fe toucher in dyuere 
deaircs is takyn, or in iH awetnes is bowyd, And sone for goiiia lufe 
& atedfaatnes of vertew is rofrenyd', ktiaw dowtles ftit fat man ayn 
of vnclennea m byiii-aelf" has, fof he be aeiter ao fare, nof ontdy fro 16 
wyHmien hot also fro men. And forsotS if a trow man with an 
vntrew woman be lunyd!, / ful nere if ia fat his myndo to 
vntrewtB be turnyii. Of wyjiimen tndy f e maner ia, f (it qwhen fa 
fell fame-self of men Jufyd! out of mesur, he chirissynge flalirry 20 
mens hartia be-gilia, & to fo fingj's fat fair wikkyiJ wyH stirryd fa 
draw, fe qwhilk before be opyn speche fa aaaayd. ^ Salamon 
Bothly was wya & trew to god a qwhiH, / bof aftirwaixt for to mykiH 
hife be qwhilk* to wynimeu he drew, fro atedfaatnes & godw com- 24 
ament/a fowlyst he failyd!, moio worfi greuusiy to he smittyn pat 
he, in grete wysdome sett, of a foniJ woman — hym self suft'ryd! to be 
ouercumne. So man hym-selt f«'for flatyr, no man of hym self pre- 
euniB to Bay ' I am sikyr, I drede nof, pe watid may nof begyH me,' 2S 
qwhijst fou herys of fe wiayst man vnwittiest dede. H Goetely 
fomicacion alao is Couetyae, for fo couet;is harf, for lufe of penys, 
to fendis strunipetry hys bosum opyns, Qwheu goil, aa verray 
spouse, before fe lufe of mone was lufyd' / & aftirwartl be vnclena 32 
lufe he is forsakynn & wickyd woars reaauyd', qwhat ellia bof fomi- 
cacion ia doyne and ydolatryl H Bo we fei'fore heay, oiir hartis in 
f Q sighf off god aft-myghty to kepc clene, And venemiw delectacions 
to distroy ; and if any f inge in hart be freelnes ha bene done, be-for 3G 
god now no fluff hot parlitnes now he schewd. ^ Sum tyme truly 
to sum men for mikiH myrtb we ar hatytV, Sum tyme in wordys & 
laghtyr we Toy ; And fof aH fis & slike mo befor goti may be dnyn 
M'jt/i cleno anule, he-for nion, ueuer-fe-Jcs, we knaw wele it is JH iO 



If 1 
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iakyn & expownJl; & fwfore manei- is to be liade, & faf we ivyesly WBramtioke 
kepo vs qwlier we trow we may (^ht doo JiaP is lyke yH. H To ■Junoivo. 
Beniandis of criat, to god to be nera is guytV, for in Jusire of hym, ihinkwuem 
4 heeP ot fe fyre of f e lioly goate p& take, & awetnea of lufe eadlea 'i^ «?^ fw 
w/t/i swettysf sound' of heuyn lionily lyke Jjii aynge. Qwharefore / *J||'"q^'" 
'jiieliUlai fadi sunt celi,' fat ia to aay : heuyne ar made aweetf ala He>.«ii»™ 
hoiiy, fiut ia to mene, sayutj'e, fat ao byriiaiidly criate lias louyd, "iJl^'^^'i,,^, 
8 kuawaui Jiut he for Jiame ao niikil Las aufftyJ. Qwhils fe myiide [J] 
truly of sayntia^ lufe eiidles, vnabyH to be lowayi*, is knyttyJ, fj 
and swetiiea of lieuenly lyfe, fof all it wor ala ranyschyd', wi't/i 
melody before felf na wer in fat ia gladyndf. 



*0f p«/-fite lufe, & qwliat aw to be had to gostly loy, 
k o lufe & correccioD. [Cap. XXVI.] 

"W^xcollens of niede standts in gretnes of lufe, ao fat a Infer byme 
_|jj wj't/t fyei* euw byrnynge, & in fe self' with heueiily swetnes 

16 fulfill y* IT He treuly firt most hifya, hyest in heuen sal beHe« 
sctf. 11 )3is lufe truly is in hare, & fe more if lufys gO(f, fe nioi 
ioy in it self it felya. IT J3ai err fcj-fore, fat trowes he lufe al 
mikyH, fat hot seldnni & echortly has fo Ioy of lufe / als he faf aH ^™^?''-, 

20 day aa wer wi'tfi swotnea of lup ia fed!. Sum tiiily wit/* difficulte i'ff*i"in 
Inlis, & sum wi't/i eae ; hot goAin Infe fe bliaayd iir [ia] fat" it be ^^|^ 
lyght ; fe ligbtar fe barlyar / fat qwhikkar fo swetter, fe awettar "^oVldo 
fe more. IT More truly it is in restara fen laborara ; fej'fore fn fat Sfio«°inJl« 

24 cojitinidy reat & feraentjy lufys, ar hyar feji fa fat aum tynie lo KwhS't.^L 
reat, &um tynie to o'per oconpacion takea heed. IF No finge truly ia I^iUt™. j\B 
hette)' fon lufe, no fing awettec fen holy charite. K To be lufyij iiwy'"^-' 
truly, & to lufe, ia a swete chawnge, fc likynge of aH mana life & niiy, 

28 awngela & godis. And ala f e mede of aH bliatnea. H If f ou f erfore me hLhecjj 
desires he lufyd, lufe, for lufe gayn-jeldis fe self. IT Of gude ]uf iimioir'- ■■ 
no man haa loat. He aothely can not be glail fat in lufe coutB not ""'■ 
bym. (jerfore neuer man is more blissyct fen be f((t wtt7(-oute ^,,^^5 

32 hym-aelf be myght of lufe ia borne, & be fe gretnea of godw lufe J"™'" 
wj'tft-in hym-self" he takia a aoundypg' swetiiea of prnysinge eue?'- j^^"J 
laatynge. Bot to euej'y man fis bappyna not onoiie, bot qwhen a ^^^^ 
man to god t"nieiJ by»^se!f mej-uelualy vsis, & aH deayre of warldly wShiST e"i*Mit 

36 vanito has caat a-wny, fen god scheddys in f'(t vnspokyun loueyng* n?u,'ll*^^"""" 
to his liifiua. IT Mynde tnily to eleiines disposyit, of gude takes ingjo; 
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foghfc' of lufe entlJeB, foght sothely clone iu to goately songjK i 
'" Clercnea certan of hai-f, heuenly sournt ia worjii liaue. And J 

gwlis lovynge byde in gostely ioy, ))6 sawH wit/i god/a fyre i 
ifamiin wamiyiJ, & witA !'uH meruelhie likyiige gladymt. ^ Eof and a 4 
""""i" man [le worlfB forsake prn-fitely, and to ]w(fyer, wakynge & fastinge 
B"^|8fi bisily take hede, & Jirtt ha haue deiinea of conscience, ao }iaf he 
SrhmiBhiy i^^^'* ^° ^Y ^^^ houenly ioy, to be disaoluydl & be wVtA criste ; o lea 
niiiomiiii f^" '''^ roynde to eriste fiilly be knytt', & ^t he last \n CM'tayn 8 
Kit^knii desyres A lufly, fe qwhylk' he menya in eutent wtt/t-outen eniJ, Jte 
ulihiliig'Mi.- qwhilk* foghtia qwher-ener he bo sittyng* or goynge, wzt/v-owf 
i^'twiij," cossynge in hym-self he |)iuk('M, no {liiige deairBimH bot cj'iatia lufe, 
oMiigh^u""" ellys aotliely lieuenly aounde he tak/d nott, nor in goately songe 12 
iiei>iiniiiLni ' Ihesu, nor his jHYiysyiige he aaU nof syngo in niynde or nioutlL 
uai't.mK mill f Pryde for sotlio many diatrrjys, qwhen fai tiow fai Jiaue oght? 

done ))«t odyr ha not', onone Jiaine-self beria before odyr, A fai fat 
£Fov. xxiii. af fain-self' bettyr fai yaV behynd. II Bot knaw if wele, he can nof l(i 
H« lafliwDiE '''^^ hyin-aelf, J)«t comon kynde in his brojjer preauniya to desjiis, 
iwTowiiiiti"'' ffor ho to his awn condiuioii dos wrong, pat bis righf in a iiodyr 
noii"th»1™^ knawya nott; fe lawe of mana feliachyp he filya fflt comoute of 
mSgi'i'^'ir.^" kynde in his neglibur wyrschipis not. In fia many men err fro 20 
wKi'Uft^ godta lufe not to his lufe fai can not cnmc, ffor fw brodyii as fai a* 
and bKBiiM bun fa study not to lufe. II And sothely fo aynar awdyr fa leef 
tiT w Uive' inuorrecf , or if correc or snyb J>e synnar, w/fi so grete scharpnes & 
IU tii«yii(o ferisnea fai speko f'lt off be fer wordea fai ai' made wars pen fai ap 24 

ffit fai onyb. H ]ia. aulJ truly with meyknes 8[iek, f«t be swete 

wordya fai niyjt wyun / f(£t acharp correeyng' wukU make wars. 

Of syghyngw, desyre & mekenes of a pnrfite liifar ; & 
of fe differens of wardly lufe & godly; & als ofss 
meditacion. [Cap. XXVIL] 

iTToya of a longing* sawle wi'tft lufe endlea bona lyknea of fe 

J\_} aekar of hya makar aayaniJ : ' Oendetur nie oamdo oris stii,' 
iiy Ions f af ia to say : ' Jje godhede myght glad me witli kuittyng me to his 32 
wi[h]»u'iii:r sone. ' Jw-for truly for luf I longe ; for qwom I lufe in hya fayrnes, 
?^"i ""^"Si ** *^ ^**''' ""^ niyndo I deayre. Eraonge truly in labore and stryff 
binJiw. of my piigromago, wz't/t swetnea of hia lufe I beaeke he me make 

glad ; And vnto tyme my leniman clorely I may ae, hya fuH awete 3fi 



H etcriio at sinjtif 
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name in my mjaide w*t7ihaldyn loyanclf I saH finke. H And no 
meruayti ])6??*of ho in fis lyfe be glad? \ai eue?' has lust desyrs of liis 
niakar to fulfyH. / No finge is meriar fen Ihe*u to synge, No )?inge Nothing is 
4 more lykaml? fen Ihe^ii to here. 11 Herynge truly fe mynde to sing to 
myrthis, & songe if vp lif tis. H And truly qwhilsf fis I want*, als thing more 
"wer witA hongyr or thyrst syghing & heuy, my-self me fingk* for- to hear Jesus, 
sakyn. H fforsoth, when I, halsyng of my lufe & kysftynge feyH, Forsooth, 
8 Als wer wt't/i likynge vntold? I flow, qwhonie trw lufars only, [for] the impor- 
lufe of his vnmesurd? cudenes, aH bing* sette's before. H Cu^^and jp^e. ' over- 
))e?*fore in to me, cmn pa?'fyte lufe in scliedandf ; ^ly harf also he {"J*|'"*^^^® 
refrescfi gifand continuance ; warmo he me, also makandf fatt*, aH JJg^^^y'®' 

12 letingis of lufe a-way puttand. H Qwo fen satt say faf he suld? n^^JaJIiJ^e 
fail: to stynkand? vnclennes of flesch qwhome criste has vochyd saff* JS obstacles* 
to fulfyti YfiHi swetnes of heuenly behaldyng* 1 )3erfore now for- ^ ^'*^®* 
ward? it is songne : * Letahimur in te memw^es vhei'um tuonim siipeT 

16 vinum, ' Als qwo say: to be worschip & Toy we desire. In bi gladnes we desire to 

worsliio 

we ar mery, lusf and riches of warldly vanite forsakyn, fe qwhilk Thee; we are 
fer luf ers so begiles, fat f e noy fa suffyr fa knaw itf not*. H And giadiiess. 
f of ati we may nof 3it* se f i fas, neuer-fe-les so hootf we desire ™»Oot yet 

20 fat [if] we suldl euer lyfe, odyr lufe fe^'of we seek none. H ffor f e JlJ^jfoti Jf** 
lenger we lyfe f e hettar we f o desyre, / And more loy in f i lufe we Jlf^f ?f we 
feytt & paynfuUy to f e we hy / for to f i lufars noyus f ing* pass <fe ftj?ever" we 
myrth in gostlynes fylus. / })at sawl truly, gude Ihesu, f e lufys fat f,o°othefiove. 

24 rather waldf cheis horribitt deed to suffyr fen to any syn consent. [FoI- xxii.i. 

•J 

U Nor he sothely parfitely criste lufys not* fat any bof criste He loves nr>t 
dredis, qwils to godid lul'ers alt f inge turnys to gude. P«rfite lufe fectiy who 

.. 1- in dreads any 

ouercomys payn & also tnretis, for it felis no dreyd of creature ; An but Christ. 

28 pryde itf putt/« a-way & meykly to ilk f inge itt^ gyfis stede — 
qwharof if is sayd : * Recti diligunt te, fat is : Eightwis men lufe 
fe. H Eight wes ar meyk, truly luf and?, no f inge forgettandf ; H And Righteoms 
fof fai stand in he perfeccion, meyklyest fa behaue fame in mynde meek, truly 

32 & deyd. And so ilk trw lufar in hym-selff may say : " Ilk man gettinf^ no- 
me passis in warldes despisyng* <fe hate of synne, in desyre of f e think ;aii sur- 
heuenly kyngdom, in swetnes & heet of eristic lufe, & brodirly ^»thi|; the 
charite; sum florysch in vMu, sum schynes in mirakils, sum ar 

36 rasyd w^t/i gift* of heuenly behaldynge, and sum sekis p?-euetys of and! in spirit- 
scripture. }3e worthy lyfe of so many qwhen I behald?, als right Ti^,'e*right-**^ 
no3t* me fink, I am emango aH of e?* la west." U Eightwes fe?*fore Sirthfy^en? 
fleys fuft fast* aH ertlily cu7?iberans, onely drawandf to euerlastyng* oliiy Sawing 

40 loys, grete% fa faytt in desire of aH temporaH f ingii- and in godis ij'sting joys,'' 
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lufe with a liy lisf fai ryse. And woi-tliily it is sayiJ fa lufe j 
•eekbut for in rigliP way & playn in schynynge cliarite goaniJ, no |)ingi!f~] 
rorihe bot cfiste |)a anuyi or eeke. ^ To qwEioa contraria it is sayd be |)e 

SBlin : ' ObscuiVTitnc oculi etimtii ne viduant, ^ donum eoruxa semjxr 4 
r wga m in cuiiui,' fit 13 to 8ay : per eyn he dyme fat {mi ae nof , & Jjec balC 
i not alway pan how, bo faf^ to erthly ouoly fiai take hede, euerlastand 
lug. putand he-bynde. IT & Jiecfor godiV wretli on fame is eclieil', & 
rigbtwys venieana, viitli grete ferisues of tHt'inetiK vmbelappyng*. 8 
H Rightwea fotsoytii wi'tA-oute ceasyug* to loy of godfa sight, aH 
feiiydnes put hale, vitJi. bai-f , mouth & deed fai tjjnt, & not to lufo 
voyde vanite fai bow, fat fai fro fe paytft of rightwysnea in per 
pilgi'image he Bturbyli*. 51 jjerhte he fnt criste desire to plese, for 12 
Dreaami i> a guyJ do yH agayne ctiatis witt uo finge wiH do. II fful borribiH it 
nJ^r iieii, is fe fyer of belt to go into ; More is to hate in synn to wil haue 
imuBiidiuii luat, for qwliilk* he may criat-e loya for euer-more. HA siiwl 
wiriiimij fotaoth partyi* fro wnrldly ^vys & fro venHmi« awetnes of (le ficsch 16 
"^through sondynJ, gyfyn to herianly desyrs, a!s wer rani.schyJ a memelus 
o™"!!!^""*^ niyrtb vaya, for now gladiiaa of fe le?»raan3 lufe if felya, faf clerly 
aj^'Zl" ar if may hehnlil' & more lykauJiy desyr : H Also in fis tyme f e 
nwT^^, ™°"''* "^ P^ spows & bis awettyaf kiwyng- it askis, wtt/i iioya 20 
i'rihfj'm ' Bayan<» : H " AH ertbly to mo ar jtTksome, my leiftinau lufe I feyH, 
taM^Lomf' moyatMi" I taste of mei-iiehw coniforth, & pat awetues hesily I 
Lonmikn jenie ; luFe makes me banly bym to caH ffit I h«3t lufo, / fi'it 1 fi'O 
H^ OK Him I byjii put far be tempteciofi fayll nof, ho mo conifortbanil' iK: lillantt 24 
myjf kys me w/t/i kyssj'tige of bya mouth. IT Jje more truly fro 
I orthly foghtis I am lyff, pe more I feyH swetnea desyrd ; fo more 

ibHwA flescbly desyra ar slokynde, fe truliar euei-lastynge ar kyndylJ. I 
iae.\ heseke he kys me with swetnes of bis lute refrescbynge, w*'tA SB 

[FDi.lxxiv. kissynga of bis mouth me atraytly balsyng*, fat I fayl nof, & grns 
A/eii^jdnm '" PU^^yHg* t'"*' 1 "lay beaily in lufe grow. Als chiiilyr wit/i mylk 
J^ji^^'^'.y of pappis ar noriachyd, so cboeyn sawlis bymuaiiJ in luffe wi'tA 
ckMm|onii jieuenly likynge ia feed, he tbee qwbilk to fe aygbf of ctereiics 32 
miyio^'mre euei'lastyuge fai saH be brogbf. J3e likyngi'ii truly of criatts liife ar 
ta t™lia't°" swettar few att fe likyngiV of fis warbV & lleschly mwir. H ffor- 
mBriLiti^, Both aH yiiiaginaeion of fleachly hiatis, / ni plente of warldly ryebaa 

Kiuiui^ in compaiison of fe lest awetnes ffrt of god into a choayn eatt is 36 
Uie diibniiicc achet}, ia hot wrechidoi^s anil ahhoniinacioiL H Ala greef ditferens 
nipsriiuaf I as is he~twix byeat pleiite of warldly ricliea and grutteaf n 
Jctni'iy I warldly poiierte, more diffevens w/t/i-owtiti entf ia he-twix a 
tvon^Bior of fi lufe, my god, & luat of warldly loy faf tlesuhly men desyre & 40 
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go atoute & in fie whilk fai only loy. ffor noght of fi loy )wii i.th»J 
fejH, In whom allone fai buIiJ l« aladl. Costly gyftta Iruiy a Th» i" 
denoute aawle drcssis byrnandly to lufe, Bwetety to finlc, ''"'ySjj^,„ 

4 behaU, denoutly p>'(iy. wortliely prais, Ihetni ondy ilc-syro, / Jio 
myado fro iilth of syna to wayche, flesoLly dc«yn to elokyti, 
woandya & cristw croa in m.yndo to paynte, And wiVf an vnwery 
desyre vnto fie sight of ^ uiost gloriiM clerenes dissyriri^ly aygkt. 

8 1! 81yl(e ar ^e vntementiV precius wit/i qwhylk a halowJ sawla witA 
godis lufe is best A-noynt & made fnyre. 

Of trew mekenes & aduersite, ensaumpyH of sayntia ; 

& of J>e maner of gostely profetynge, & of criste 

12 passyone ])inkyuge. [Cap. XXVIIL] 

Yerray meyk", not op^c nieus synne, bot ^ aweii fai IwhalcJ, & VnkoM 
nof fair guyde dedis bot ofer mens fai praye. fl liepivuyd •"•'«. ,«*' 
truly doya Jie rcuera, ffor rather of ec metis syus fen ^e,r aweu fai se, vmt. mi 

16 & in comparison '^er awun fai count" for litiU ayna or none, fee iw«ii»ir 
guytt dedis, if any linppyn, before aH ofwc fai prwya, qwoa gudenes 
to lestyn fiai deayre, if fat fiii may not fully destroy, II Two i nm 
fingis to here I haue bene heuy : On was qwhen ma wrech, fit I Wiwi 

20 onoly despisyd, I knew be pjyiysyd : H A-nof ec, when my iieghbur whsHlinlSfc. 
fe qwhilk in god & for god I Infyd, I saw reprenyd or wttA '^'"3™"^^ | 
aelaundfT bakbittyn. H Nener-fo-Ies fou fnt fe warlif forsakia A™*"]?! 
in poUBj-te arf besy criste to folow, be besy fi-seJf to knaw, for JJ'M'JJ 

2i truly, if fou forsake dedis and dtaii'e of fe warldi, f i swlf fu bynd/* ''»i"*n 
for criate gladly to suffyr worldly diaese, & tmly welth strongly to , 
fle ; fis if fou forgettanij take no hede to, fro ciiatia hife foo goya .' 
begilyd. // f Merunyl not" ferfore, fofe fou wiih dyufrs & many k 

28 temptaciona be nuyd ; ffor if fou stedfastly wjt/j-stantt, awettar fou i 
eaH be &. derrar befor god. / Haue in mynde fnt* god his prauya als i 
goli? ia pi-euyd be fyre. 51 \)\\\ t^'uly fnt swetnea of crietia lufe fat TiiJ 
in-wartJ felys, gladly halsand! tribulacion, wnrdly aolas vtward fai oi 

32 seyk nott". H )3e awetiiea truly in myude truly eriap lufand, ia e 
mykyH fat, if the wavldis loy wer gedyriJ to-gidjT in o place, / "' 
leuer itt wer to ryn to wi!d_yme8 fen loka f eron ona wi'tA ee. H And [M'^'ta' 
no meniayl certayn, ffor aH wardly chere to it semys rather heiiynes J^^^SU" " 

36 fen. comforth. ]je sawl sothely may not be fed wit/t vayn loy faf Sjil^JJ^iSS'* 
ia wonte wM. loy of criatia lufe to bii visityd ; qwhos harf fro hys WiiJ"- 
letnman pattia not, for aonei- he wait? cbeis to ily fen his makec iFnijKxiv, i 
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offend, H And fiat Jioa {»is grace may haue, enaaumryH of for- 
finkand, Jwc syiuiES koyp in |>i uiynde, / & anynt/ji lyvis he besy to 
feldw, ])at [lou a synriec, jit to god/» siwuia tuniyiJi, he synnera 
• raisyd to lieuyn may ryso to hoipe, & be ransakjngo of rightwys 4 
mens lyfia fro aH pryde fi self refroyn. IT Be myLide truly of a 
holyar j>i«g fie holy nians Eiyiide [is] mekyil. ffor qwlioB lyfe euer 
Jiou fyndis writyn or heiis tolcJ, alway fou trist' iP witA-ouf com- 
parison bettyr fietj fin. Slike truly ar caiil criatiB lufara fat for his 8 
1 name scbarp adu^?'ayta of )e warldf takw, pi-osperite & vaynglory 
roT despisya, witft deapisynguf, repreuya & sclaiimlj'ra fiai ar fullillyili, & 
wmmr^ in }er ptaisynge fai ar ponyachyd; fe qwbilk for gude eolitary 
■Bd, iijuiit, lyfis in fia warld, liyand to cuHtpany of aimgell/s ar takya in 12 
w™!!? lieuyn. ^ TnUy I fled in to wildyrnea, for wi't/i men I myght not 
IrliXmM* accorde, for aikirly fro loy fai lett mo off, & becauae I dyd nof as 
wttilSi'i'.'M fsi (ly'i errour & indignocion fni put to mo, & pertoT ti-ibulacioa & 
mB*nw'"^o^ Borow I hauo fun, bot our lordys name I ay ha worschippyif. put IG 
•dSb'™i wo ftei'forB in tojiiptacion fayl not", stody we for nH ertbly eouetys 
wDTihtajM to be wery, ])o croune of endlea loy bisily in niyndo to koyp, fat we 
niiiK. ^ fiin wakaiut Jie blya behestyd may resayue. H Emonge alao vse we 

inminqiiiie elike rewle fat ilesclily desire groundly ma be restrenyd, warldly 20 
KidieMjjoy. couetia fo hartt wialy foraalte, so fat fe body in goJf'it Bemis atabitt 
■ikMBKiror & Btroiige alway mow etamf, H He truly fat for Ihi-sn lufe aH 
jnjhiiyicriE., fin^e foraaliw, & wiH of hauyng louys, & steiifasf abydea & pra- 
mj wiS'"' fstan't^ w(t/( loy says : " I ha«e fun fnt my aawle liifyii." H Crista 24 
J"""?' ] truly in harf is fun (jwhan heet of endlea lufe in itf is felp, fe 
^ qwhilk* couetis to be aogbf wit/(-outen feuynge. IT Criste txrtnn 
lightfW in a sawle in houily swetnes & goatly songe, so fttt he fis 
ioy fnt hiia baldlye may say "uiy Infe I ha fun." Qwho bo enw 28 
ti'uly, qwhiU he pcnya, his mynde seya by raisyd, ja abown fis 
bodily heuyn lyft, if he fayH not, bot more alivay & more desires 
euei'lastynge f ingis to sauom: Mirily pertoie itt may abyde ertBtis 
meyknes, for witA-in few jeria to behalif. glorius fingt's it self it aaft 32 
feyH rauyacliyd, H Qwharfore v/itli meyk hart profetand in profett 
to tyme it cum to fejiachyp of eut-i-lastyng* rest it aal not ceae. 
fl If fe ee of fi harf in p/'ayer heuenly fingw to behaliJ bo 
i-auischyd, fen ia fuH nere frtt fi saule, erthly fingiW passand, in 36 
criati's lufe bo made prti-fyte. H He Bothely fiit proying' heuenly to 
be-hald! jlf is not raisyJi, to pray diacretly & wake, ceae noti to 
he pecseyfe hynr loys, so fat* he in fe erth lyg.iwd vti'tli grenya 
iaea be despisyd. IT ' Egreduniiii Jitee ayon 4' '"'^ete refjein iO 
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Bk. I. Cb. 29.] I. Tlie Fire of Lave. Looks to Christ. 61 

saloinoneoi in diademate^ jj fat is to say: "go forth 30 sawlys 
renwd, & vnderstand criste truly putt* to deed? for 3our heeH ; [Foi. xxv. 
hehald? in hym & 30 sail see his godly hede wet// fornes crowiiydf, Look upon 
4 his face be-spittyd?, hys full fayr eyn be payns wan, liys bak* see hu oodiy 

__,_ i.ii •! •i*,«ii.i ^i ^^^^ crowned 

scourgyd*, his oreste hurtt*, hys worfi haudis pirlydf, hys swetyst with thorn*, 
syde wtt/i a spere woundyrf, hys feytt forow naylyd, & woundw ■uffering 
sett* borow al hys soft flesch, Als it is writtyn : fro be sool of bo aa it is writ- 
8 f oyt* to be croune of be heed in hym is no hele. H Go forth berf ore tiie'toie of 

^ » ' '^ -'^ His feet to 

fro 30ur vnleful desyrs & see what crist for 30W has suffyrd*, fat theCTownof 
syns playnly be outcast And to bymynge of lufe 3our hartia be noi>wiithin 
taght" "^ 

12 pat a trew lufar warldly })ingis despisys & heuenly 
desyrs ; and of pride to be hatyd, & meknes to he 
halsedi. [Cap, XXIX.] 

Behalf, J)ou wrechyd lityH man, how in lykynge off fleschly 
lust* of endles da^wpnacion cruelte slepis. To faim fe^'fore fe 
aw to gaynstand, fat* fo pingis fat* criste desyres ar besy to distroy, 
bat* is to say vc^-tew. IF J)i hart* truly desyr of alkyns passynge Thy heart 

shall drive 

vanite sati vante or bi hart* wz t/i crista lufe may byrne. ffor out the desire 

^ J J of all kinds 

20 mynde wit/i cfistis spirytt* byrnandJ onely witJi lufe off endles fingw of passing 
is feed? & in a loyfuli songe is gladdynd. IF If fe swetnes truly of JJjXfo^eS 
endles hife in fi saule now be bidynge, wet//-owtin doute aH wan- Christ. 
toned of fleschly wykydnes it destroys, & f e in criste delitaud? no 

24 finge bot^ criste it suffyrs feyti, for nowdyr fou fro hyme fallis nor 
no finge sweyt fou felys hot* hym./ Parfytte forsoth when fai dy, 
before god onone fai ar broght & sett* in setys of blistfuH rest*, for 
fai see fat criste is god. IF J>ai truly fat* crist begyn to lufe, af te?'- They that 

28 wardf in grete loy of lufe & honily brynynges, fuH: lufely songis to ciuist truly, 
IhesvL crist* to synge f ai sail nott* cese. Hym truly none erthly f inge {j,"^g".^g"g*^^^J^'^ 
likys fat truly lufys criste, for be gretnes of lufe ati passandf semys J^J^g tS^JiJ^* 
fowle, wtt^ fflescly eyn bodily f ingis ar seyn, bot \\iih clene hert* Bodfiy^tiiings 

32 & meyk* heuenly fing/« rightwes behald. J5e qwhilk lyghtynd? Sesireyli'^ 
vrith flawme of heuenly sight*, fro f e byrdyn of syn fame-self felys eous^behofd'" 
lowsydf & in wytt eft* to syn f ai cese. IF Qwhos hart tumyd in thiilg"with 
fyre none erthly halsis in desyr, / bot alway is bisy hy fingi« to Sndmeek. 

36 f irii. IF J>ai sikirly fat to holynes ar ordand, in begynnynge of fer Those or- 
tz^mynge be goddis drede, synnes & wardly vanites forsaken, and fen holiness, 

^ MS. host 




I. The Fire of Loee. Eschew P-i-iih. [Bk. I. Cb. 29. 

fer flescfi )ini self vndir atrayt penance,/ aftej-wanJ cristta lufe before 

bH oOyr sett, a likynge of heuenly awetnes felaml', in douocion of 

inyiide mykil fiai pcofet ; And so fro gre to gre fai pass A Uoriach 

wit/i goBtely ve/-tewa, & so wiVi grace made fayre at fe laaf f ai cum 4 

to ptn'fytnes Jiat standya in hai-V, m worde, & deyd. Hjm certayii 

y&t criatis litfe has awaloyd, it makya Jvatne dede als wer to take |)is 

vtwanJ {tingiK ; it aatiyts Ipat vpwant is, \(i\, is abovm it aekis, & 

noglit ^af is on erth. H Mynde no mo'iiayH ayghand in desyre of 8 

heaeuly kyngdome, in lufe of Jie apowa grows, & of inached 

Ines loyand' fro desyre of eitblye pinges fie self baris, and wit/* 

gyjig' of trew liife fiilSllyd, god to se in his fayrnes tentis wit7t 

aH his mynde. Qwharfore with flawme of his lufe lightyni?, onely 13 

hifl desyre itf is bisy & no |;inge bot hym it sekia. Qwliila a 

iw sawH certau only pi-eaena of (te spouse bymyngly desyrs, fro 

all wantones of vaynglory ptij'fytely is kelyd. IT ffor lufe (leribre it 

i, for aH erthly Jjingi's itt aettia at' noghf, qwhila it so hyea to 16 
enilles loys. IT He fat* in cristis lufe hym-aelf delitia, & his corn- 
forth co/itinuly desyres to haue, Slans aolaa onely coueti's nott^, bof 
also -with grete desire he fleis if als if wer teyk', fat hurtis his eyne. 
II Ala (le ayr of fe son-berae strikyn, & wj'tA schynnyng" of his lyghf,- 20 
aH to-gi(iyr is bot schynyjig*, so a deuoutf mynde -wiUi fyer en- 
flawmyd of cristis lufe, & wit/i desyra of heuenly loyes fulfild, / aH 
semys boP lufe, for aH-to-gydir to a nodyr lyknes is turnyd, fte 
suhstana abydeynge fof aH it be wondyrly myrthyd. IT ffor qwhen 24 
]ie mynde wit/( fyr of fe Loly gost is kyodlyiJ, fro att ydiliies & 
vnclennea it is baryd, & f/iih fe aprynge of godw likeyng" if is made 
Bwete, alway behaldan(J, neuer faylaudi, erthly fingi'e not seajiiJ or 
itt wttft. syght of Jie infer be glorifyed ; IT AH pride truly vs behoues 28 
eschewe & bolnynge of hert, for (lis is fat sad men has castin to 
grete wrei;hednes. IT Qwhat is more schainefuH, qwhat more worthy 
to be ponyschyd! 1 it is truly grete acome & playn nbhomiiiaciofl fat 
fe fowlest worme, |)6 warat synnei-, ))e lawest of men, is abowf hym- 32 
self on berth to make grete, for qwliome fie hyest kynge & lorde of 
lordys baa Ukyd so mikyH to meyk hym-self. fl If Jiou will criHto 
raeykues clerely behald, of qwhat degre so euer fai bee, how niykeH 
ryches or vsj-tew so euer fiow haue, iti Jie no mater of pcide fou saH 36 
fynde, bot fi-self despisynge & cause of meyknes. IT )3oh f'lt 
synnara Jjerfor despisys, }ii-aelf behaW, for fi self wers f b oJyr foa 
makis, for truly god more displesis a ryghtwya prowt* fen a synnar 
meyk. % Qwhen in ])i mynde tru meknes is aetf, qwhat so euyr 40 



Bk. I. Ch. 29.] I. 




fou weyl -los to )ii ninkar lonynge it is done, so f nt verin despisontl 

a worscliip (lou seyk, Jiot Jiou to vanite gifju loya not fi meyd 

eue/-la8tyijge. IT Tliyiik, on ILp«u, vttfi Imrtis desire fii prayer to n 

4 hym paa, be not wery liy/H eaer to seyk, no fiiig' f>ou eharg' but" » 
hy»i' (illone. ^ Huppy is )io ryclie ^at" has slike poseeesyon ; & ^ia n 
to haue Jie warldis vauyte Jiou forsake : & he fii eumy sal oii«rconie 
& fe to his kyngdom brynge. IT )je feyiid saH be oiienwraeii )iat n 

8 [le noya, J)e flesch made eogetf fiat (le greiiya, (le warltl aal bo "i 
despiayd ))ut fe assays for to begieH if (ti herf ces not criate hifa 
to seyk. H Man truly aytw not yilil fie whilk' in niynde to criflt ti 
tryes fof aS fe tonge be atiH, for fe body [in] flestldy resf neuer " 

2 restia i]whils }e myiKle heuenly ^ingu etiiitiW not" to desyra, nor '^ 
he is not yiiyH [tfft eiiyt is gredy euej-Iaatyngp Jiiuyis to couett. 
'ITioghlia truly of criati's iutara in goyuge vp ar swyff & in conre 
acoi'dynge, IF witA J)ing7« paasyiige (la wil not be bowde nor wtVt 

6 fleschly fylthia tyde, hot to asuendl fin cese not to )>a to heiiyiis 
come. H Qwhils Jie body truly in criat/a eerays is wery, of-tymes w 
])e spiritt vp lyfland! to hcueniy refreschyng' & godin conteinpla- l'i 
cioiie ia takyn. He truly deuoutly pat p/'oys, haa not his harf o" 

wauyrand in ertlilye fingin, bot rayseiJ to god in heiiyns. He fat* '" 
desires to haua J»(it he pj-wys, bisily' tiikw heed qwhat he prays, '" 
& fat he lufe hym fat he prayes, so f (it wrcclie askanit rewarde of Jf 
his lyfe be begilyd. 51 Saynti's forsoth has so grett meyknes f«t Si 

i fainie fink" fa can nogbt, & fame fink* ala qwho say fa doo nojt, "< 
fame self fai iiaH lawest of all & vnworfiest, }a and wer fen fame v 
fat fai wiVt repreayng* chaatis ; f ia aftec godi» coiifmamenp rest in [^i; 
fe lawest place ; qwhos lawe aittyng no repceeff a-nena god taki* ™ 

8 bot worachip, / not vnthank, nor lofe of meyd, bot of worfi & grete 
worschyp to fe qwhik' meyknes best disposya. 51 )jis meyknes 
ti-uly to criste gifs louynge, to fe feynde noy, toy to godia pepuH, 
Cristis BeruaiiiJ it mak'« to lufe more bymyngly, to satif more 

3 deuoutly, to prays more worthely, & makte fuller of charite. IT l3c ti 
more fnt a man meki» hym-self, fe more godts worschyp he raises "•! 
on heght. Ue truly fat in goddi'd lufe & his neghbui lastis, & jit ""^ 
f inki* bym-self vnworthiar & lawar fen odyr, be meyknes & knawlegi 

6 of hym aelf, // enmys of fe he luge he ouercnma, lufe he conqwera, 
& in endles loy he sal he resavyrf qwhen he fro f is light passys. 

MS. liisily bieily 




,.3^ 



I. The Fire of Luve. Lovers Iciuno no Envy. [Bk. I. Ch. 

Tccliyng of boyatus & vntaght desireynge to lufe, and 
of wywimeu to be eschwy<J. [Cstp. XXX.] 



'A1 



trew sawle, spows of Them criate, pnde keat/s owt, for deply 
it Jufys moyknes ; vayngltiry it vggi>, for myi'tli eufic-lastyiig' 4 
onely deHyran(J, ctiate it folowea; flosclily lyltyng* & aoftnea it hatea, 
for be-foyr Hwetuea felanJ of eusic lastynge iiony, lufo of fe lafKlyesf 
aiwny dosyra to fuyH. li EuyH wralfi if hna nott, for aH fiiige to 
Biiltyr for o-iatw lufe if is redy. H To odyp if can iiotf linuo enuy 8 
for achpiynge \v»t/i tru lofo ivtt/* ilk mana profetf it heytf if Toys. 
Nowmiii No mau truly ea euvi^w bot if he be lityH in treutJi <% wenya ho bo 
eicspt lie iM ' iiiikil, qwharfor agayna odyr, paf ^ai to hym be not lyke, sclauudyra 
"id'ijt"" ' it rayaea, Or if any odyr grettar, fnyr.tt or etrengar be cakF in pa 13 
ta"'Tted''" P^Py^' onon he is heny touchyit wi'tA venii/it of envy. Bot pat 
jJThe be^ vaynglory of alippand' praysynge pe sawle may not seyk, Jie whilk* 
^"^«d '^ '^"'^ ^ 1'*'^ kyndylit viiHi heuyiily bohahlyiige. Qwharby playnly 
vBi'oiii'Qt '^ Bcheuyili [jft men pecfor hna enuy, for pai of godw lufe paf 16 
wij^roiny 13 hi ilk' clioayu sawel Jiai ha not. Qwlier any ti'uly ar pat lufya 
'"^'oSi!'"'' god, to per felawea truly aa to paima self prnf^itt fai desyre. / In god(> 
^ (" Hitir lufe pei-fove if pon wiH pass, al ertldy pcaysynge poii hate. IT Mens 
uuiiuMivn. deapisyiige[a] & per scornya for criate pou hola, & endlea loy to getf 20 
rFci. xsvL pi uiyude pou atrongely aprede. IT Eathec cheia wt't/i repreuyd to feyl 
in payne turiueuf of fyre pen wt't/i p«nio eonion.in Hynne. He certan 
pat lufya eriaf byrnyngly, & in loy of his lufe luately ayngandi, liiya 
aikyr, to hym more, likanc? ia to faH in fyre euerlastyng* pen ona 24 
dedely aynne. / Poreoth alik eaynt/a pej' ar, for in clennes pai lyff, 
AH ertlily pai Jeapys, of heet and goatly gladues loyand [la syuge 
pat before pai eayde, % In criat/a lufe pa byrn, to heueuly aightw pa 
study, in gude werkts pai ar euw ala niikyl aa in para ia, wtt7( likynge 2S 
of euei'lastyiige lyfe pii fetow, & jit to pame-aelf pa acme foulest, and 
Dfltiionhiffld. eraange odyr pame-aelf pai pink pe last & laiveat. Be pou hesy per- 
•taiidthy fore p«t art boystus& vntaght, agiiyne pi goatly euiuys strongly to 
enomj. ataud, & in pi harf none ill poghf pou auffyr resf , and agnyus pa 32 
When fendis waytingo aetf pi wiadom. IT Qwen au vucleyn ymagiuacion 

tiiDughu or pojt i;ont)-«ry to pe purpos of pi mynde withatnudtK pc, fayl pon 
flgntman- nof, hot manly feghf. 11 Cry to criste witft-outyn cesaynge, to fou 
oiiriBi itai te cled wi't/i godw arniom. IT And if pou deayr pia warldia daapiaars 3( 
tnOnd's tu folowe, pinke nof what pou forsaki's, bot qwhaf pou despiais, 
w/tA qwhat deayr pi ivitt to god pou oifyrs, iv/tA how grete desyre 
of lufe pi prayers pou pcfseiitw!, wi'tA hoive s;ri;et heyt uf godwi seinge 




Bk. I. Ch. 30.] I. The Fire of Love. Avoid Things earthly. 65 

J>ou longw to hym be ioynyd. If fou tsJA synne parfitely hate, / if 
J)ou desire no finge fat passis, if fi sawti lese to be chery(¥ vtiih 
erthly solas, If fou sauyr heuynly to behalcJ, & inoste godis snne 

4 ))ou desire, if fou manerly speke & wyesly, for he spekis not* bet if 
he be made, qwhos spirit vtiih hony of godz* lufe & swetnes of Ihesw 
soyng* is multyn. H In fis, behald^, & slike odyr vsyd suintyme 
J30u sal cum to perfeccipn. H Slike a despyar of fe warld no 

8 meruayl gode appreuys. / J5e saule truly Ipai boyth is sweyf be The m>ui timt 
schynynge of consciens, & fayr be charite of endles lufe, crist/* the bnj?ht- 

, _,-.,_. /,., neasofcon- 

gardyn may be cald, for if clensyd fro syns norischys wtt/« veHew science, and 
& wet/i swetnes of he songe als wer wzt/i songw of byrdts it loys. charity of 

12 U ])eriovQ all our mynde set we god to plese & obey, hym to saryf & christ^s**"*^ 
lufe, & in ilk gude deydf we do, to cu?7i to god be we besy. IF Qwhat ^J^J"irtue 
valew is if erthly to couet, or fleschly lufe to desire, & J)er-of no ^,|^^ "*^®^ 
jjinge we maye haue hot J)e lugys wreth, fat is to say euer-lastynge dc«iri^i!e*my 

16 payne \ H ffleschly lufe sothely stirs temptacion, & fe sawl blyndis, wwcif we*j?et 
fat parfyte clennes it maye nof haue, done synnes it hidys, & the JuSge"* 
vnwyesly if kestts downe to new wykkednes, to aH curst lustis if rvTriMting 
enflawmys, all rest of sawl it sturbyls, fat eriste byrnyngly be not Fieihiy"iove 

20 lufyd if letw. And ati vertew before gettyn if waste*. }3e?fore he soui, hides 

„, J. •.."•«. /»!• -I 11.1 c»mmitted 

irely fat couetw cnste to lufe, ee of his mynde to womans lufe lat sins, 
it not loyke. IF Wymmen, if f ai lufe men, f ai ar fonde, for mesure xxvii. a.] 
fai can nof kepe in lufynge. And truly qwhen fai ar lufyd fai pnk* ^^,^^^jf 

24 ful bittirly. IF On ee fai haue of waytynge, A-nodyr of trw sorow. b!"n,tigVove 
qwhos lufe distract/s f e wytf , ^erxxertis & ouerturnes resone, wys- *"*'" ^'^"*'*'' 
dome of mynd to foly it channgys, fe harf fro god it withdrawes, 
and to fendys fe sawl mak/s bonde. And forsoth he fat with 

28 fleschly lufe, f of aH it be not with will f e lust to fulfyH, a woman 
behaldis, & fro vnlefuH meuyngzs nor vncleno foghtis kepis not 
hym-solf vnfilyd, bof off-tyms hym-self in fylthis filyd? & stynkand? 
perauenture for to do wars hym-self he fclis lykand?. H be bewte The beauty 

nc\ ^ ,, i-i-,,,/*, of women bc- 

32 of wymmen truly many men bcgilys, be desire qwhar-of f e hart/8 gunes many, 
also of ryghtvvys sum tyme ar ouyr turned', so fat fa fat in spiryt and some- 
began, in be flesch fai ende. II Be-war be/fore, in befrynynije of "ghteous are 

. ' ^ ' ■' ' oj ./ o tunied aside 

f i gude conuersacion, with womans fayrnes kepe f ou no speche, so n[n*'ii^'^""t 
36 fat f er of takyn f e venemi^ seyknes of lust f e fowlnes of mynde to ^"^^"2 in 
profyr & fulfytt f ou knawingly desauyd and cowardly of fin enmys 
scomfetf be drawen. IF ffle wyesly wy7?imen, & f i f oght/5 alway 
fro f aim kepe far^ ; for f of a woman be gude, 3itf f e feynde prikand 
40 & meuand?, f e bewte also chirissand, for freilnes of flesch f i wil in 
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1. The Mre of Lote. Of mtMy Lffoe. [Bk, I, Ch. 1 

fam ouermikyH may be delitjd. H Bof and fow criatia lufe ^ 
aute ceesyng' wold col a-gayn, and hyin in alt place haiie in ])i i 
wi'tA dreyd', I trow be fala chirysayng' of a woman fou auld neuer 
be begillyiJ ; tot tnily, (le more |>at f ou seys fou aril asayd wj'tfi fals 4 
flatei-ynge, if fou despis Jiajii a& lapySi or trifuls, as fa ar, no meraayl 
fou suUl! baue [jo ioy of godis lufe. IT Criato truly dos meruelusly 
iu bia ]ufers, Jie qwhilk', wz't/i a apecial lufe & a poyfyte, to bym-aolf* 
[be] takia, J)ai deairo nof truly softnes of fleacR or bewto f tT-of, itH 8 
warldly foi forgett, temporaH prosijente Jiai lufe not, nor fe warldta 
frawardnea fai dreyd nott". II To be by |)am-8elf' fai Info fuH welc, 
[laf in-to fo gladnes fat in godis lufe (lai feyl, with-outen lettynge Jjai 
may feyH; fid aweytt fame |)ink for ciiste to auffyr, and no-fiuge 13 
bar*!', H ffor he fat martyra victory worthily wil woracbip, deuoeion 
of vsi-tew in filoing of vectew lat byni fuLfyH ; / fe matiw cause lat" 
hym half, if fat he Buffyr not fe paj-n ; paciena Inf hyni kciw in 
qwhilk' ful victory he saH bauo. H A aawl truly loly of IB lufe 16 
forsakyral, fe way of strayt* lyfe eutyra, In fe qwhilk' foyd of 
swetuea of heuenly lyfe ia felf ; fe wbilki, qwben it felia so com- 
fortbabyH, fat aH paaaynge litynge it ouej'cummya, god it prays fat 
alike comfortii he wald! vochesafe to gyfe & goately it refreac&, & 30 
grace of continuance fnt he walit gyff, noi fat it fayle nott made 
wery in dyuers errora. H A jouge man, if be begyn to doo weyH, 
lat f Inlc euei- to continow, lat hym not sleep, nor fro his gude paj-pos 
ceaae, bof in niyndo ay profef he fro lea to more riaynge. H Jje 24 
aebado forsotb of eiTOnr forsakyn, & fe vouemuse awetiiese despiayd 
of wrechid lyfie, atraytf lyife takanct, fe awetaes of ful he deuocion 
now it halais, H And fus ala wor be degrese be giftya of fe holy 
goste to fe heghf of godi'e bebaldynge it aseendw; In fe qwhilk' 28 
belt of endlea lufe teatid! & gladynd!, wjV* beuonly likynge [it] 
flows als is lefuH to dedely men. IT A gude aaule ceitanly wj't/i 
many diseae vmbcaett*, and [with] heiP of teniptaciou noyct, fe 
Bwetues of godts lufe ala it* is in fe eelf" may not' feyti ; neuej'-f e-les 32 
fe Ioy oP lufe if ia expertt', & in atabiH coura to fe Infer if drawee, 
H And fof fe aawl ao wondirfuH awetnes may want", ^itt" wit/i so 
grete desire cryst if lufys, fiit onely ^or bia lufe itf myjf pe^'seuer- 
aniJ atauiF, 1! Eof bow mikyH ia to he piuysyit his kyndiat help, 3& 
in qwbillc eueiy tru lufer ia experf, fat aH scry be comforthya, 
forsakyn it' makes swete, and atnrbylil! be aettia in pesae, & aH 
noyse spari>illai«J he waatia. *S }3e eawl fro fe warW synnes 
deportyii, & fro flescbly desyrs witft-dtawen, of aju is pourgyij, & 40 
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ber-by it* vnderstandis a swetnes of inYrt& coiwmynge to it nerc, in peroriTw « 

HW^^tlKSW of • 

qwhilk* hope it« is confermytl, & is sikyr to liaiio )h» kyng«ioni, And mirUi «i>. y 



in bis Ivfe to criste it gifis a drynke f ali likandlv niaiie of hoot* *««* *« «^i« 
hife, & wtt/i grete of gostely gyftia wit/* flouris of ve>"tewe, ^t criste f ^'^yl^JjlJiV 
plesyd? resauys fat for lufe of fe wett cf penans in fis lyfo dranke. **^'^ ^^"^ 



Of godz^ preuay dome & of ]>ame J)at fallys aga}Tie, 

be vs not be demyd and grete skillis aga3ms 

8 pwrchesours, [Cap. XXXI.] 



B 



ott* sum ar wonte to ask* how it* may be )}at* many ^at has led some Mk 



be hardist* lyfe & bis warld/« loy barely had forsakyn, and havinjicd « 

.1 oil » , . , hanillfe»ml 

aftenvardf to synn ar scnthyn agayne, <fc dreyd nott* And in gude forwikenthi* 
12 ende fa sal not ende. / If pat we wyti not erre, be we in -pesso bIJk J^^JJJ^ 
prowdly to deem. IF To vs longis nott* god/s priuay doniys to it in not ibr / 
knaw ; aft fingw t?nily aftir J)is lyfe als it nedys sal bee schewdo. i^^» iJecret 
Aft be ways of our lorde ar miry domys, bat is to say trw and Bimii bo 

-^.«. 1 .j^7x 11 shown after 

16 ri3twe8, ffor nowdyr one wit/i-outen verray rj-ght* lie repreiiys, nor twn ufo a* 
anofer wtt/i-outen me/^cy, fat* is nghtwes, to lyfe he chas nott*. 
\)ei^0T vs awe to charge pe clethinge of his clerones is als a growndlcs 
pytt*, qwharfor we awe .to dreed qwhils we ar in fis way, & on no 

20 wyse vnwisly to presume, for mane wotes not qwheder wroth or lufe 
he be worthy, or be qwhat end fro fis lyfe he saft pas. Guydo awe 
to drcydf fat* fai fatt not* to yft, / and ift may trowe fat* f ai fro fer 
males may ryse. 

24 fiforsoth <fe fai in per couetis byde & per wickednes, in vayno fai 
hope f am sikyr of mercy qwhils per wykkednos is not left*, for syn, 
or it* be forsakyn, is euer f orgy fen, nor 3it fen hot* if a-seyth be be- 
hyght*, & fat* a synner feyn not to fuftfyft it* als soyne als he may. J^^Jjl-^j 

28 H Myghty men truly & warldly riclie fat in gcttynge possessions JJ"",!f^!;{J"'' 
hongrily euer byrns, & be per gudys & riches in-to erthly gretncs & ulf" wealth^" 
wardly power growes, by and? with lityft mony fat* aftir f is passyng* ^y thof?lJo8- 
swbstance was of grete valow, or in kyngts se?'uis or grete lord/.s grote uTearthiy 

32 gyftis meydles fa haue resauyd?, fat vfith delits lust & worschip fa K£n 
myght* haue, not me bot saynt lobe lat fame here : H Ducunt iiupiit sriob" '" 
in bonis dies suos ^ in puncto ad infei'num. descendent, fat* is to say : who say* 
*' here dayes fa leydf in likyngc, & to heft fai faft in a poynt*." "They spend 

. ii.'i .7 their days hi 

36 Behalrf, in a poynt fa loose fat aft per lyfe f ai stodyd? to gett*, with pleasure, hut 

f is has dwellyd? warldly wysdome, fat before god is caldf foly. And to heii.*' 

fleschly wytt fai knew fat to god is enmy. Jje^-fore myghty turmeutM 

F 2 
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sal sofyr, & in (ler (loghtia |;a haue vaniachyiJ cnllajul Jnine-self 
ar nowo made foliV, Ami Jint Toy & likyiige of fia wnrld liaa fdf 
dftpnes of stinkamU hett ar ciimyn. % And foreoffi ^W emange aH 
]!'(t wit/i wya oi fe wnrLJ is bun, of none, als I suppoia, ia less trayst' 4 
*^ of saluacion fen of fie fat fje pepiH callia fals purehesurs, / Qwhea 

fai Bothely al )e)- etrenglit & joutli haa spend! bo wronge 
*"Ut S^^'T'IS^ ''^ possessions, / afterwaiHi in age Jia rest, sikirly ki 
'" ])a witA wronge haue gettyn, Bot for ^r concienco is ferde' 
ey wykkydnea to condejjipiiynge gifys wytnes. *!, Qwhen (la oneJy fro' 
W- cuMte gettyng' cesais, odyr mens gudys als Jiai wer fiec awen frft 
^^. drcecJ not to vae, for al & he siilil restore, ful few to hyiw-self suhf 
'""''■ leif. And for ))a ar prowde jia schame to begge; or fro \er o\A 12 
worschip fai wyl nof fu9, [lei-fot fa say f ai may not graua nor labMic, 
Deaauyd alao of feyndis, cheia ivarldly wrechidncs rather to eschw 
)>e endlos payne of heU to auffyr 6Uei--Iaatyng!y. f Slike foraoth, 
qwhila fa haue lordachyp in fia wa[r]Ide And be power of fer 16 
tyrantty fo smale opptea, / to odyr furaotE in-to siyke melody of 
fis exile rayayd ia not to drejcl bot rather loy, for fat godia chosyii 
aulO! not be alike of gode ar i^ef renyd! — Bauid to wittcea : Ne timueria 
cina. diuee fadus fuerit konio, fee, " Qwhen man is made ryche, 21 
dreyd fe nof, nor qwhen ioy of" his hows ia multiply*?, for qwhen 
he dyes, he takw nof all, nor his ioy wit/i hym gois nof, nor Jw 
drops of water, fat is to any of meccy, to fe tungt'a of fe rycba 
mane bymynge in he9 jit" coyme nof. AH bis Ioy iu hye diynge 
he losia, & onely ayn for the whilk he saH be ponyachyfS wit/f-outen 
eniJ witA hym to f e lande of dyrknes goya, 
Bndofirt H Ktplieii liber piimas Ineendij Atiwria MicarAi Hampole liete- 

poie'j Fir. 0/ mite, ttamlain^ a latino in Ati/flieum pev fr&trem iiwardum 

J^fn™ Mimjn horemitam ^ irrdims canneliiaT^ia Ac sacre theologie 

Kngiiih bj bachalarema, Anno domhii J/iWusitiw eeecxjxei/". 
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(II. BOOK.) 

Qwliy parfyttc conte»;pIatyfe to vtwan? soDge takes 32 
no hee<i & of ^er erro7/r ])at J>ame repreiiys, and h 
how J)a profett in contemplacion. [Cap. I.] M 

TTJa-caus faf in fe kyrk of god ar ayiigars, ordand in faro degrea, 
JD sef to loue god, & fe pepid to atir to deuociofi, sum has 36 
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comyn to me askant '<2'*y I 'vil^ 3kiii ^"uik tut uirz hi'JL rroim. iaxi iMw am 
Lafe off-tvmes atfot xnt is B^iknram*- Tnwwih. Jsil tvimc* iicvn^ I iiuL - «m wr ' 
done wnnse, for ilk* ZEom Ik sit s Inn. 'Zi ftnua 'uuiIL'" 'iKiitc iiif nm. «i-*iiii; 

4 makar & miuTk mcIJ ctf ios nwBr3 Tint. ^ i>9*3cc Z nurwtird am;- * *■■«» »■ 
for how to IDT makjr I 21S amiiftrr 4^ *-wf»rsr t^i^v* fe int^ luir. "f*^ ■» 

/ J>ai weml tralj ^ pwB2?' «nir nr jum. Jiyrixr jisnt.. iir "kit rriuxr ^^ ^J^ 
-way Jku couth iijc4 TB<iarsLK&dL A ijuiiiK^ snur ir wii -sn'v ta l ^JT'J^ 



JMM 



8 man, & namdy he ^n !£• ^ifiw nsnrn dft j#c:rirktiJT isrn. [f iitf ixdt 
no spedatt grit' sol-i Ikk )ws umLx uc-;-! iiuut mcr : if.n 11101.7 fit 
trow for in famerscslf sane liEk^ Jhl: lauck. ^ ^rdim Z iiune i»v*rin i!?iHoiMi 
sum maner of answer :b» acatfw. fr •: Tt^msmn luLr mi: ^Tiit: £>«.l. ||aa tir-n^ 
12 II Qwhaf longis ir %» fcaaDt cf ^byj ixHOtf jrit^ c-Yiijt^ muiitint i?. iiiarr ^l^l^cut^ 
bi»g» pasBis ya- 3t& alb ]ie5 'vii^l. k vs iixFt iyu; il finszlt ^m if- ^m mcru 

XJMBt VIM 

vnsene I QwbeA\T it as lt£r£ v ir.#£ bcr 'm -wx^ 61 . le hm^ f^cLr f»uumi «.. 



is wjkkyd & gcd k p?"^ -c iril ij'.i: Jat xrt#cii> wiS IcyiiCJt xixLtr u u-c u i*- 

16 ]^r mesoiel ar im4: d msL ^asir. Aui rvii'.m. jit -wri^ inb ii*ki£. 6: 
qwhome he wS be icvnSEir. cud uviitn. L^ wvi: L^r ^i'r& fax Irn: 
plesis to scfaew )« pvoaHS rf Lit ruJeu**^ ^ I tri'V J>;"tf.ct )n. Twrmm^ 
grache & hakhrttf irxfa^wuii yisr (»i:T?.l-r&; 21. Qeu.fCti:iiH:. u> pbMtt n^ vuiuc 

20 come downe d: ^lote «adininri it bl }^c^ ii |>^-*' kv&rs : ptd ^tsk^ ^w ut^ru 
]» he hear qwhcn |» « iu jz'wez. ^ Hervi.trt^ n r but.*; iKulbes 
has fan a litrll to <c»m ilt luurrk b.'i v. lut it ci.iiiij': '••- Ivnirii^ 
lufe. In qwhilk I nm^ "Ud'-rt IL'j*fiL aiid 2j.n,i> »:»wnZ^ :f Jw jvi-iis 

24 swetnesu ; )>e Bvivf: aiirj agsrufr lut yiL :i& k:«l:j ) i.*i iiv^mi >i^'j« 
)wt in kjiktf ar woaitr 4' '.•ir-.njt fcn**:!!*?- J> t jii^^ilv -.f )h: T^j'uii ur 
haide, I llbi, ^ ALcmtlT «:iLJc> J'it r-v^*fLui aw.- yr ..uii-'i* ij-.y \ 
of messe hereTn^ ir atki'L J>*: 'jvli.i: •^]^ I ilv^.; l,..; Lvjv, k^t 

28 solemimitc <rf )>e dar fc»r mr^'ijje lTi-:y:L-;r «;•£ ^ }»f}«-jti. ^ Aii.Df 

tmJy I ha desar-l v.- fjir yn v.- '.ris^ LJoiir I iiiyjii: Lake Lt-y.i. Jv ?: i h:.if tt;t 
to me had gi£Bm ;:'.«i3t b<:'ii::*r :l K- '.■wLvlk" :.» Lt:,. L-tAii-r- A: vTi.^^imi -. 
piajcn 1 siu<f c«nyr. pis irc'ir*- u*..i bai fm zur i*rYr*-'a\^\. and !<• b-/- in«jr»n i*k< 

32 nianCT" yrH^jre Jm waW jiau*:^ hr*.* j:\iV llj^. b.-: rn?:;V ;.Ta<v' I niy;r iii-^n 
not* Ifjfe A V> f^^'nd jjjtd )»ur iii*.- w/Vf-in liJi-.-w i..jt e»:'ii>»jiir. % )^..'- t'lns: -r-».» 
for I leit |ranje fc-|iek«: A: 1 dyd Jxd was Lc» Jo afur^r J«e slate i:? Jv 10 fiw-Mii 
qwhilk* god me had setr. ^ ffor Jds I saH say, cristiV loy J^ankan^^ °***^ 

30 ftft no more in odyr ]?u^ ]?a be fonde, nor ^t Jsa pr^ sume not piowdly 
to deme henfiforward, ' for if is not of simulacion fenmc:* A* t^ikin 
be vmaginacion bat I haue done Als sum savs of me, A' b? '-^viili "f.^. 
many ar begilydf Jjot weyn )a hai;e Jwt Jwu neuer toke. ,' Bot in troutli 

40 in me is cmzne an vusein loy, & w/t/#-in me vorraly I ha waxyil 
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I tuve waiKi iratme wit7( fyre of luf, fe qwhiUc' my herf has tnkyn fro |)i3 lawi 
[_i™otio«B. fingia, f'lt in IheBU syngand ful fare fro vtwaril' melody to ful 
inhir]y I ha ilowne. H (Jwhen I Httliia baa hatyfl & vanite of 
wonlys cast" ouf & metis in snperHuitfl nof to take nor vnwialy 4 
me to gouem I haiie stryvyue, fiof aH of me wei sayiJ I was gifyn 
to ricfie bowses, welf to be feiH & in ileiitys to lyffe. H Bof god. 
wyrkaniJ my aawle I bad odyr-wyea sett^, fat ratlier I sauyrtl^ 
heuyuly feu awetnea of nieytt ; & be fis cause ce/'tan wyldwnee 
liaue lufyi* & fro men I cbaae to lyfe, (le nedys of body onely spet 
& 30 aojjely solaa I take of liym ffit I lufyiJ. 
t 1i It is not to trow f'ft a man in tlie bogynnynge of his tni 

||« ynge may ryn to ))b hegbt" of ]yfe cowtemplatife or fie swetnes ^erat 12 
feyHj qwhen it is wele knawen Jrat con tejH.pl acioii in greet tynn & 
wj'tA greet hboMi- is gettyn &, onone it is nof giffyn to enery man, 
Jjof aft witft aH loy it be had qwben it is gettyn. It is nof truly 
in mans power to take ilf nor no maiia labor ia worthy it, bot of IG 
godis gudelynes if be gifyn to trw lufers \at abown mans hopynge 
ha desire crista to lufe, 11 3if many aftyr penans has fallin fro 
innocence eftsoyns scrythand to ydihies & to abhoniiuacion of 
synnara, for in cbarite fa war nof byrnaniJ ; fe awetnea of cowtem- 20 
< placiofi BO thyne & selJorae fai haue, fat to wayk' fai ar to stands 
qwhen f ai ar tempyd, / or ellis wery [&] goately fode vggamJ, emonge 
synnars watldly eomfortfc deayi'ia. It is fuH gude traly to despis- 
ynge of fis warl<J, desyre of fe beueiily kyngdome [&] desyre of 2i 
cristts lufe, & to fe Iiatynge of eyn, bisy redinge or holy bokis 
behaldynge. H A deuout soule in fis vsyil & tagytfi, agayns fe - 
fenJia dartia hns redy defens. Confusyon truly of fe deuyH ia, 
qwhen agayna aH hys teniptaciofl, godifl wori!e we aprede. fForsoytBo 28 
Bofyrars & bevara of inpacient biidyn & beef of tcmptaciofi, & 
aoffyra nof to be led in lufe of deaanabyH awetnea, aftyr many teris 
& bisy pcnyers sal be enflauimyd! wi't/i lufe eueHastynge, & beytt in 
paime-self saH feyft wit?i-outeu eiiil abydinge, for in \er meditaeioQ 32 
fyre sal wax warme. J 

Techinge to lyfe eowte^v^platyfe hi prnynge, Jiinkynge, ^ 
fastyng & wakinge, & of prowd co«teJ«platife & 
of trew vp/Tay gostly songe, [Cap. II.] 36 

a k choayn \crior & iufe ahvay dosiriuuV, hy;?;-Ei]lf turny. 

J\^ hya lufe, for nomler warldly substance he has nor dos; 
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h&ne, bot be wilful poiiert criste filoanit, of odyr mens alinus lylis niiioin 
oontentf & -pnyAa, qwliUs liia conscious is clere & witA heuynly Miiwitu 
KMOtir made aweyf : AH liis lierP in IuIb of his niakar be snl scbeed, •in'" "" 
& w»t/i (layly encrese in lie ilesirs sal lubowr to be lightyndu. / {foi. 
'Knery man fis warldl forsakam?, if ho with fyer of fe linly goste Lwaverj 
ifdesire to be enflawmat, to pi'tiyer & nierlitaciori besily to take'"'™''"'' 
stontr wax not slawe. H Sotholy of f is terys feloam*, criste faviipnil', '"^ " 
p6 mjndB to lufe mecuelusly sal bo warniytl', & warmyiF it" sal he 5, "fJ'™ 
gLulynJ, & gind in-to lyfa conteniplutyfe sol be lyft, fl In-to (iis ™^J^'^ 
henes Jto aauH goa qwhils itt is takyn ahown (le sulf, & to fa ee of l3\*1,h. 
niyndft heuyn opiu preuny ^mgt« ofEyra to be hahiyn. 1! ffyrat^Jj.'J^^ 
*12 truly it bebouyil to be vsyil! bisily, & not lie few jeris, in prtiynge SV'il*'"^ 
& finkynge, fe iiedys of body vnnethia takaiid, so fat iu fis to 
fiilfjH bymynge it^ be, [&] aH foynynge cast cute, god("n liife to aoyk' 
& knaw day & nyght it avilill not slake. / And pits pe ahnyjty lufar, ThiwUiB 
16 hys lufar to Infe strenghtawl, saH raya hyni hee ahown ati erthly & i^^er^hnii j 
etryfis of vicius & vayn fioght/*, fat wikkyd & dyand flees of ayn ''[p''j|!5^", J 
loys not fe ewetnea of ))o vntmenf of grnce. / & bo forwanV godi'a '"lutUoBBM. 1 
lufe to hy»i aal he eo sweitf, Sc wit/i swetues most likynge so sal be 

20 moiatyd! & mej-ueliM hony he aal taste, fft in hym-self he sal not 
feyH bot solas of hBueiily sauoiir in-to liym sclieyd, & tnkyn ofE lie 
holyiiea. fl W/'t/i fis swetiiese truly feyil^ enej' [he] desire to wake, 
Ala he fat verraly felja fo beytt' of eudlea lul'e hia harti byrnandi, 

21 notf it gos nof away, fe mynde lyghtynaud^ wtVi sweytf miatery, 
qwhen Bvim iwlyr f«t men trowed had beyn aH holy, be ymagina- 
cioa onoly [not] fis heit hade, fl Qivharfore nott iu ti'euth bot in 
a schadow beauil, qwhen fai to weddynge or fe feaf of criatia 

28 spoH'syiige ar cald', fe fyret' place to chalange vnworthily fa ar not" 
aschainyd : No meruayU in fe lijtwys examinaciofi vrith actiame fa 
salt go downo & lawar place fa sali haue. Of fis truly ia sayiii : 
^ Oi<ileii[t] a latere tuo mille ^ decern milia a dextas tuis, fat? ia 

33 to say : ' fro fi ayde a thowsand sal fall & ten thousand fro fi right 

bande.' Eof wnW god fai k[n]ew faw-self-, & fe/- conscience fafifmm«nuu 
fa walde ransake : fen euliJ fa not be pcesuHiptuus nor, cmnparison mii«imiM. 
mnkand! to dedya of per bettyi's, fa Buld! not fame enpi'ide. Jje lufer oai be p™- 

36 truly of fe godhede, qwoa iuwarde partw wit/i lufe of bewte vnsene 
varily er firiyd", / lojs aH fe pytb of fo sawl, gladynd viitit hoytt 
most niery, & hym-self lias gytin to busy deuocion for god : H Con- 
tinwly, qwhen ciiste wiH, not* [of] liya niedjs bot criste gudeuea, 

4:0 aaownd holy f oylit he att! take iixi lieuyiiu aeiidc, and nieditaciou i«to «Liai 
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■dunged 10 soHge sal be chnwngyil, & }b mjnJe saH byde in mej-uelaa nielodjM 
"*' It is aothely aungela swetiies Jat ha bas takyn in eawle, & fte s 

louyDge, fof it be not i?i Jio same wordis, to god he saH sy 
■nuTninor ^ Slike souge ala ia of aungeH, so is Jie uoys [of J J)is trw lufar, p 
iKiuiti.eHoiii! if be not so greet* or pdj-fyte for fteylte of Qead^ fat ^itV c 

[fpo soule]. It he fat |)is knawes, aungeH songe also he knawes, for 
both ar of o kynde here & i« hevyn. Twne to souge pei-tenys, uot' 
[Tni. to jie liity fat is sunge. Jjis prnysynge & song* is aungels nieetP, In 8 

qwhilk* iilao men lyffan<P battyst in lufe synganiJ in Ihesti ar gJaiJ, / 
now qwben fa ha takyn fe doyme of endles loifynge fat of aungels 
to god is sungne, in psalme in writtyii : Panem an/jelomm inaii- 
■ •■MnnhM ^ dueauit homo, f faf is to say ; 'AungeH breed! man baa ettyn ; & 12' 
dmj."' ' SO kyndc ia renwyil & now sal jws in-to a godly loy & happy 
lyknea, ao faf it Mali he bappye, aweef, godly & soundly & iu fe 
selff', saH feyii luste of eiierlitstynge liife & wiUi greof swettiea 
Atmeioter continuiy it sal aynge.' II To lilike a Infer aothely happyns in 16 

doctura writynge fat I hafe not fun expressyd', fat is : fis sange sal 
•hull sing bolne to his montbe, & bis prayaia be saH syngo wit/i a goatly 
nJmi^"' synphane, & of liia tonga he sal be slaw, for be grete plente of 

inwan? loy & syngulere sownde tariauil' be songe fat f<it be in on 20 
owr was ivonte to say, vimethia in balf ii nowre he may fulfyH. 
H Allone sothely sal he sytt qwhila he if takes, with odyr not 
ijthiradti syngantt, ne psalmca rede. I say nof ilk man fus suki do, hot be 
(Br he iB led' to qwhome it" is gyfEyn, & qwbat hjm likys lat liyni fiiltitt, for of S 
oiiMi fe holy goate be ia Icdi, nor for niena wovd'V fro hys lyfe he 

tume. IT In a clero heef cectan bo aaH dwcH, & in fuH 8wet«g 
melody be sal be lift ; psi-son of man be sal notf acccpf , & fej'fore a 
foyi or cbiirl of aume he sal be caliJ, for gode in Joyful songe he 28 
iDvootGod satt prayse, louynge of god of bis bole barf sal vp byrsf, & hys 
up frum his sweit voys pal cum to hegbf, the qwhilk godi's niaieate likys to 
here. IF A fayr visage he baa qwbos fames god desires. / Wisdome 
vniiiHde in fe self it" kepis. II Wisdom truly is diawen of pj'ineteis, 33 
& fe likynge fwof is wi'tA lufars of euyrlastynge, for it ia not fun 
in fare sawlis fat likandly lyfis. // He dwols in hyin of qwhome I 
spak, for aH holy in ctiat/s lufe be meltis Ami nil his inwards 
hiBiTjiMiovomejnbi'is to god crya. H Jjis cty is lufe & songe, fat a grete voys 36 
raisya to godis eris. If ia also a gudo desyre affeccion of vortw. 
His criynge ia owt of fia warlde, for hia niynde no-finge bot criste 
111) soni is desires. / His sawle wiVi-in is al byniyd wit/* fyre of lufe, so fat bis 
love. hart is lighf &■ byniand, & no f Ing< vtwarde be doys bot fat to 40 
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I gade i»ny be expouwl. God he louya in eong, bof jit in sylonce, 
Knot' to mens cris bof in god'c sight* & in a niej'uclIuB ewetties 
Houyngis lie jeld/s, 



4 pat gostly aonge wiU bodily acordis not ; & Jie cause 
& J)e eiToar of gaynaayars. And of cony/zgi? hi- 
sched or iffspiryd, how it is diuera fro cosnynge 
be labore gettyn. [Cap. III.] 

8 "Dot euery man in holyiies raisy.T, in fis mny knaw fwit lio fis a 
I f songe has of qwliilk I s.\)i\k, if he may nut' suateue cry of in 
syngara, l«t if liia inwarde Bouge to mynde be brogbt, & vtwant to 'h 
eay he be ecrithyii. J3at sum tnily emorge syiigara & reiiars ar I'j 

12 distracte is not of perfeccioii, hot of vnatabiluea of niyndo, for odyr J" 
mens wordya ^nr pcayeta brekw & destroys ; & forsoitti to parfyte ^ 
^ia happyna nof, fai tnily ar bo atabyliJ fat wit/i no cry or iioya or ■" 
any odyr f iuge fro prayer [fai] may be diHtmcte, or foygbf, hot »: 

16 oiiely fro aonge, Tor Bweif goatly songe truJy & ful speciaH it is oi 
giflyn, ■wi't/i vtward! aonge acord/a not fo qwbilk* in kyrkiV & wi 
etsqwer jit vsyd!. It diBcordw mibyH, for aH (laP ba maus vcys fm 
vtward is formyd wiV* bodily eris to be hard', hot omonge aungcla mi 

20 twnys it has a acceptabyH melody & wi'tA meraale if la commend yd » 
of t>nm faf haa knawen if. H Sea & vndiratand & bo not begilyd, 
for to 50U I hane achewd', to J)e worscliyp of abnyjty god & to jour s* 
pi-ofetf , qivhy fat I fled! syngara in kjrkfs & be qwhaf cause I InfycV "f 

34 nof W)V( fame to menge, & orgone playars I Jeaitd! nof to hpre. 'f^ 
lettynge truly pa gaf me to aoiiiidynge awetnea, & fe fululere songe " 
fa garf fayH. & fejfor no mecuayl if I Beii f(it f(tt me confusyiP, 
& in faf I had bene to blame if I had not left fat me fro bo aweit 

28 aonge wald ho put Arrid foraof I had! & I ofer wyes bad done, 
H bot welo I knew of qwhome I toka. Jjecfore me aH-way I ha 
confermyd hia wiH to do, fot fro me vnkynd ha take nof fut 
kyndely to me ho gaf. H Grate lykynge I had in wildyniea to i > 

32 aytt, fnt I far froo noya swetlyar mote synge & y/iHi qwhylcnea of iin 
liiirf likyngeete louynge I mote feyH, fe qwliilke doutlea of hia gyff '"i 
I ha takyn, qwhome abown al finge wondirfuUy I ha lufyil. H My '=' 
harf truly has not jernyil! in Ixidily desyre, Xor of ci'eaLure I ]ia 

36 cousauyd fia comforthabii songe faf I syngand in Ihesu baa swngiie./ 
Lufe in me ftcfocc fccto was broghf fat I sulil not stanit in 
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plyte in qwhilk TDthriftis* ar east Uownn, "hot fat I siilil be rayscd 
a-bowne |ie heght of aH fiogw seyii, & off hciiyti I euld be kymlylJ 
& lightyd to loyf god, qwoa pi-aysynge jb nut cunjiy iu syimar 
moiitbe. n To qwliome herefore »o sal be ojiynd pQ wyndow vn- 4 
Jjiilyd of aH, auyfinge firt IuEb bot' one, no raecufde it wer fjof Lis 
kynde wet chaungeii^ in-to nobilnes of wor)iines viiabyH to be tnbi', 
made clere & free ; qwliilk nobyl clerenes no mnn sal knaw prit nniv 

t call nott Infe &, in criste, awetnes feyli. H Nor I aghf not dontles 8 

e- fro beste tryde deuociofi cesse for bakbitara Jiirt in-to niyne innocena 
has caatyn yft bityngo, / And mo nglif att wyckydiies to kesf 
downe, & lule ])am f aP stinl me to move iH ; & fer-off grace buIiI 
ba bene cncressyd to fio Infer, qwhiU lie to woniia ha:t not tuDe 12 
hoyd wauyd in wynde, bot, wi'tA hart' prjrfytte, hywi-Belf suklf spreed 
to bys Jufe & bis puvpos vnwerily pnrsw. / Herefoe truly desire of 

I vanite is vanischyil', & tniful pufo] in mynde is risyn, so fut Jie 
Jufar sawie sal nojt wax colil bot in eojifortbabyl heeP aal stand, & 16 
fie barf fro contynnaH foght of bis leraman sal not* be byrayA la 
Jjis stedfaatnes sojiely, to' a ttw lufar, excellena of Infe bappyns, so 
faf be^ to be raisyd ta a firy bevin & ]>er be auld be stirrydi to lufe 
more fen may be spokyn, & iw hym-self suki more be byrniJ Jien 20 

.n may be selieayit & fe <)cgreis of grace sulit hala. H And liere-of 
he has takyn wysdome & sotelte, & he emonge wys kan speek* & 

nit boldly say qwliat euer hyni finko, / fofe lie a foyH & vnwyse before 
wer baldyn or ellis be were. // H Bof tagbf be connynge gettyn, not^ 24 
inscboed', & bolnyd vfilk foldyn Argumentin, in Jiia diadene sayaniJ ; 
' qwher Icrnyd be, qwho reed hym 1 ' for fai trow not (lat lnfer[B] of 
endles Infe of pur inwari( maister myjt* be toghf to speek tettej' fen 
fai of men taghP, ))«t at aU tymes for vayn woracbip has stodyd. 28 
H In oLi tyme, if tlie holy goate enspiryd many, qwhy subf be not 
now his lufars take to behalij loy of his godheff ) ' H WiVi faim 
before aene of fis tyme sujjt to (lainie evin ar apreuydi. )3i8 appre- 
uynge mens alowana I cal notf, for off fiai erre in per allowyng', 32 
alike cheaand! ala god despisyit, & despysandi fat god his cbosyn. 
H Bott slyko I caH alowiti qwhome endles lufe jiythily liaa en- 
flawmyit & grace of Jio holy gosf enspyrs to aH gudo ; fies ar 
matkyd w»tft flour of aH vejteiv & in godia lufe biaily syng/o ; And 3G 
aH faf to Jie warldys vayn loy longia & fala woracliipa of cursyd 
prowed lyif vudyrfeytt of per nffeccyon fa treyd', H Jjis no mer- 
iiayH of men ar outcaatMi, bot in fe aygbt of god & lioly aungelija , 
' iudigui ' Ut in ij^iieiiiii ctluiu assuniptas ibi iacoudoretor. 
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gretely ar comraentlyrt' ; qwhoa harti's ar stronge aH aduereite to si 
BufFyr, nor witA wynile of vanite wO not be Wiiwen abowP. Af fe ti 
last to eriet fa ar borne wiiHi be holines, qwlien fai fnt men allowtJ ''' 
4 & cbas in dawpnacioii ar caste (iowiie & in tunneutis ar drawen ^ 
wit/i feyndya to be jionyachytV Wi't?(-out«u enj. ^^ 



1 



Of J)e excelenee of gostly songe & Jx^t it nowdyre 

may be sayd ne wryttyn, nor J>flt it resauys no 

8 felisehyp. & of Jje charite of syngara m spirito 

& pride of ])ame Ji«t has cownyz/gi? getyn. 

H [Cap. IV.] 

^"^ firmly Jie Infer of almy^ty god wiVi-outen akyH ie not raisyiii in 

T2 J. itiyiide he fink* to aee i% Jie lul'ely aonge to synge ^t spryngin 
vp in fa Buwie, (le qwbilk fyi'ely & opyuly ia bymyd wzt/i fyre 
of lufo & apred in to aweif deuociofi, bidynge in Bonfte[5] ^it jeldis 
liony of owr fayrest mediatur. / 'perim synga?(d in-to aH myi'th 

16 is lod, & |)6 weH of endles heyt, brekand! vp in myrth, is takyn in 
balsynge & singuler solas & witA niyjtt of fe lufiyeat piiasage fe 
lufer Tufreechyd in awcit heit^ is awyd. H He qwbyet tjuly qwhittar 
fen snaw loya, & reddar fen roae, for wttA god« fyre be is feyndyJdi 

30 & wttA clennea of eonaciena goynge in qwliite he ia olett, H Hero-to nioinver 
Jjsrfore he is takyn vp in pjiuyte abown odyr / for i« bia mynde nbovnoUiM*, 
melody tidya & aiveit ple«te of heiP tatia, so fat not allono in in ht« mftuL 
hyin-self he offyr A mni^hty offerynge & to criat* loiieyng" in gostly Siii.t,,j 

24 mnsyk he auld? pay, bot also, fat pie] stir odyr to lufe, fat fai hy Hamuwrtir 
fame-self denoutely & pizi'tytely to god to gjf, fe qwbilk ao bia 
lufars & to hym in ^ f «■ bartf drawarid also to make glaJ in fis 
exile voucbia-saffe. / )3is likynge certayn aU ivytt & feling' pasaia 

28 qwhilk he baa tastyit Ihesu lufan<ll, / Truly I may nof teil a htyH imuidnnt 
poynt of fis ioy, tfor an yntoIiJ beef qwho may teH ? A infenif unsjo^, 
swetnes qwho saH makyn 1 Ccrtan, it I wal(J speke fis Ioy vnabyH 
to be tolJi, me semys to my self" Als and I sulrf teym fe aco be 

32 droype and spar if aH in a btyH hole of fe ei-tb, // 1! And no Noinniicr 
mnre-vayle fof I, fe qwbilk of fnt aame excellens o droype vnneyth scurraiyiMV- 
tastw, vnmesnrdnea of faf endles ewetnes to jow may not opyn, itMeiwK 
nor JO boystiw in wyt & w»tfe fleschly fogbtis diatracf , &, fof je wer "p^' "" 

3G fuH wyaa of wytf & to godts seruys gifyn, if may take. H Ni 
fc-ks if ;e wer biay heuynjy al-way to sauyr, & if je studyd wjVt 
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godw luf to be enflawinyiJ, in-to jow with-outeit dowt sulilf cum 
plenteiiusly likyDge of fiat lufo, ^e qwliilk*, fnlfillamJ aH pwrtya of 
ft iiiynJc nbil to be pirlyd, a wouJiifuil swetues it salt ilrope in. / 
W('tft clinritu truly fe fullar ^e saH be, more abiH to bo t.ikars 4 
of fiit loy ^e may aujipos. To god truly endlesly sal fa be Dar 
Jj'it hym more bymyugly & more aweitly hyjii in fia tyuie hiia 
lufyill. H )3ai cwtaii of godi's lufa fat ar toyme, wj'tft warldly 
fylthys ar fulfillyil^, & bo to vityue taylis dmwand, likynge ])«t 8 
Bcheuys in vtwariV Jjingw fa seyk, inward godia forgettyn ; qwhoa 
heytli ia fro dedely syii bycJ, qwliiJa fa in mynde fallza vndyr 
warldly solace & in fei" riayag* fro a glorius perpetually fa vanyscfi. 
Herefor it Bemys f«t couetya ire tyme to cum sal be exyli>, Si uliarite 12 
cflj'tayn reyn. / Coiiti'tuily of many in fis lyfe is wroghp, foraoffi 
nehand of aH, fat conatya ia broghf in jee into fe Ityngjs haH, And 
charyte ala if to treaiin were conaentynge ia preaondf & owf of fe 
kyngdom kast iu to esytt; bot jitf a dwellynge-place if has fun 111 
in harti'g of goddis chosyn : fro prowile if goys, & restts in meyke. 
H Begilyd ar many wreehis fe qwliiik fenya fam-self to lul'e got( 
qwhen fa lufe hym not, trowand? fat fai may wttA wntldly nedys 
be occupyde / & ala truly to vae fe lufe of Ihesu criste yfith 20 
awetnes, / And fui trow jiarae-aelf' be fe warlil may ryn & be con- 
tcmplatyfe. J)c qwilk fai derayd iDpossibyl, f«t god feruentJy lulia 
& in contejitplatyf lyfe has gone. H llot fai viikonynge, not tagbt 
wjt7i heuiniy wiadome, bof bolnyd! y/iUi conyxg* fat fai ha gettyn, 34 
wrong* aupiwya of fame-aelf, & god wit/j lufe jit can fa not hali¥. 
H Herforo I cry & wi'tA desire I say ; Sahmxn viefac deus, guoniawi 
drjent soarixis, faf iB to any; 'lorJe, make mo sayffe, for fe 
Bayntia wantya.' / trwo lufars faylis, the voya of syngnra ia in peES, 28 
of trw lufars apperia no beef, ylk man gos in hia iM way, & fe 
■wrechidnea in bartt he lias consauyJ to bryiifjo to dede ha cessis 
nof. )}er daya in vanite fa waat, ifc f er jeria in hy. / Alas to-gidyr 
fe jonge man & maydyn sowkand', Also w«t/i fe olif man, fe fyre 33 
of di^sire has swaloydi ! H guyd Ih&ru, to fe to drawe to mo is 
ful gude, Ifor my sawS in fe?' counBeyH sal not cum, bnf sittand 
aH-ont to f e I salt syiige ; fe qwliila fou art prayKyJ, fou waxia 
Hwuytf, BO fat f e continwly to p/aya ia notf hard" bot fuH sweet, 3G 
not bytter bot miry, ife more fen to be fulfyU w/t/i al bodily & 
warldly delytis. H Ilelectabyl & desirofuH if is in fi praysinge to 
be, for aH fat wttft so gretii lufe is dyghf, no meniayH, eauyra futt 
BWt'ytf. H )Jb lufiir also byrnamf iuto vnbodily lialaynge, liis wykr 40 
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kydncs clensyJ & aH foglitia vanyschyd faf to jiis ende goys not, 
witA hia goately ee his lewiman desyrand to see, A crying* to hya tii 
makar haa raysyd! & byret vp of Jje inhere marygE of his ail'ectuuit lu 
4 luf«, Als he of arnie auld cry, bis inwarde voys he lyftis, fe qwhilk 
not bott in fe bymaniiiaP hifar, als if is lefuH in fia way, ia fun. 
Here I cesse for vnwytf & boyatnsnea of uiyn yndiratandynge, for 
J)ia cry I citn nof descry, nor jif how mykyH it is or how miry to »t 
8 finke, or feyH & bete in my mane;- I myjtt, bof to 30we I inyjt 
not teH uor may not", for my wytt I can nott ouwcuih, bot if I wyti 
say f ia orj' is gostly aoDg*. Jjerfore to me <jwho sbH synge Jie dity 
of my aongis & loya of my de3[i]r6 wi't/j bymynge of lufc & heit 

12 of ray jonge age, ^t* of felaly song* of charite my aubstans I myjt 
ransake, & mesiu'e of swatnes iw qwhilk wotfi I was haldyn, to me 
mote be be-knawen, if I myjf fyntl fro vnhapo pai'auntyT [me] 
exeuiptyi!', & fat to say be my-self to p7-esume nof, for jit I ha nof 

16 fun fat* I desire, in solas of my fe!a I sulil rest* wtVi swetnos. 
H fibraolfi if I demyd fat cry or songe fro boJOy eris is aH-way 
hyif, & )>«f I dar weic say, wold god of fat melody a man I myjt" w 
fynde Alitor, fe qwhilk* J)of not in worde jitt in writtynge my ioy m> 

30 he sulile synge, & noiis of lufe fe qwhilk* in Jie worfiest Dame "' 
before my lufe I schamyil nott to aay, syngiinii' and loyaniJ he auhl 
schew owf. He fiis truly to me suld! be luflyar fen goliJ, & aH 
pj-eciuB Jiingt's faf ia fis exiH ar bad, to hym ar nof lyke. H Bente of a 

24 vej-tew wit/i hym dueJlis, & priuetis of lufe paffltely he ransalie[i8]. "i 
H Als roy hatt* truly I wal<J lufe byme, nor it* is not fat I fro hym |J 
walJe hyde, for of fe gostely songe fat I desyre to vndyrstanii he 
snliS seiiew me & melody of my myrtli clercly suIiH opyn. In 

28 qwhilk* opyiiynge I auIiP more Ioy or ellis qwyklyar synge, for 
bymynge of lufe to me suhJ be Bcbewc<l', & a soundly Ioy to me 
Buld' achyne. / My cryingly fojtw Alao witfc-outt a prayaar suIiS 
nott scrith, nor I in dowt* suldi labour. H Now tmly heuiaum 

33 longyng* of fis exile mo caatiw downe, & heuynes mo grevand -vnethia 
suffyr me atanrJ. And qwhen wttA-in wi'tA heyt vnwrogbt I wax 
warme, wtt/(-[out] als wer browne & vnhappy wtt/i-outen lyghf I g 
lurk. / O my god, to qwhome deuoeion I offyr wi't?(-oute fonyng*, o 

36 sal fow not fink on me in fi mej'cyl / A wrech I am : fecfore fi m 
mercj I nede ; & salt f on nof f e ionginge fat me byndis rayse in-to m 
lyght*, fat acordyngly I may haue fat I desire, 1[ And fe lahoa;' in 
qwhilk* I lieuy fat I trespaayd in-to a homly manaiofl fow salt 

40 chawnge, fat melody may hstf qwhere heuynes was, [&] in bis my 
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lufe Jiat I mote ae qwhome I dcsyre,' &, hym worschyp endlesly, 
haldyn wit/t his towchinge, for to hyiii I iongo. 



Meditacion of Jw longar to his lufe k forsakjuge of 
felyschip, and how be ordir it is cumyn to J)e 4 
flawme of hife. [Cap. V.] 

III!- /~\ Ihem, in fe qwhen I byrn wiVi loyvynge & (» lieytt of lufe 
V^ bisily cmiia in, fat fe, o most Infely, fully I atild hala ; bot 
borno bale I am, Jiou sweteat, im fdt I IuI'k & desyi'B. / More-ouCT- 8 
greiiya liappyns, St fie wasf wiliierncB fo way forbarria & fe habita- 
loa. ciofi of Infcra in on safEyrs noP to be beyldytJ. / Bot waliJ god (lou 
10 liad owdyr achewd me a fela in fa way, f'lt wit/* liia stiryuge 
i'i"> hcuynes niyjt ha bene gladyniJ & fe bund of sigByngo viilowayd, if 12 
it soyne w/t/i \i aweitP syetb wor uuf in-aondyr, / ao soyr it wald 
atreyn ^fit if snldi gar fo lufar fe clooa of fe fleMfi go froo be 
gi'etiieB of lufe, & be-for ))i maieste to be cast. H Emonge cei-tan 
hnve loyanij in ympnia of lonyng sweytly I buIiJ ha restyd wiVi my fela IS 
1 (i<(t |)ou had gyfyn me, & in gude specb wit/;-outeu stryfe we smW 
ba bene gki>;/ Etautf truly i;i myrth of lufe to-gidyr we aulif 
ftom achewe lufly aongM, to we be letV fro f is vtward & cumberws preaone 
re & broght in-to Jie inwaRl' dwelJynge-plaoe, sanine takanJ a seei 20 
^'* emougis heueidy citeaenes fifft o maner & o niesui-e lufyd oriste. 
ii'o'll Alaa, qwhnf aal I doo J how longe sal I anfFyr delay? to qwhome 
aaH T fleo, J>af happily I niyghf vae f>uf 1 desire! Ncdy I am & 
hungry, noyii ft diaesyiJ, wonedyd! & iH-cclorde for absena of my 24 
lufe, for me hurtya bife, & boype my sawle chaatiaia faf ia pup 
bate, Hevefor cry of fie harf goya vp, & a aongely [lojfc emonge 
heuenly citeaena rynnys, deairanrt to be lyftycJ to fe ere of (le 
hyest ; & qwlien it ^er curaa, fe eranJ it p/'ufyis & aayes : ' O my 28 
lufe I / my hony I / my harp I / my sawtre & dayly songe : / 
qwhen aati ])ow help my heuynesi / O my liaitiW royae, qwen salt 
Jjow cum to me & take wM fo my spiryttl H Truly fou seia fat 
whikly I am wouiidyil wit/( fayr bewte, and longynge releiasya nof 32 
bof growa more & more, & paynlynea here p*-eauiif me down caatia 
& prykki'jt to go to fe of qwhome onely I trow solas & remedy I sal 
n Bee. Bot qwho to me aaH aynge ende of my greyf, & fe ende of 
rmy niyae vnresf, & qwho to me aal sehewe gretnea of my loy &, fulfill- 36 
ynge of aonge, fat" of fia I myght take coiiifortb & aynge i 
' & Tiiieam in vcnualcUc mel decoris dileotum quein desidcro. 



ynge wi'U^B 
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gladnea, for I sultH knaw Ji«t emJ of myn vnhappmes & Jiat faf loy 
■wer neriil / Herefore a excellentt aonge & cry I aukV say & my 
voya Hardnea of my leniman auld Boftyn, Ale if he enhi chastys ons 
4 he sulde slajke & softly ponyachamJ of iwuocentis payiiys ay aulil' 
he not layghf. & harfor I rnuy Xm calJ happy, And pa miryest 
draglif of lufe wft/*-oute aH viiclennea haue wiVi-oiiten end, &, aR 
greuys (ilenpyiJ, eland i« parfitnes of loy & liolynes, wyrschyp 
8 ayngawd' vitli a heuenly synphane, qwene tniij emonge fis diaesis 
nedy, bymyng* of Bweitt" lufe I, twix my piiuetis & (te sweitU-bon j(! 
mynde of Ihesn, dIs wer wttA musyk my mynJi has mytthytf, so Jjat 
I, gretely gladymS i» songe fe ■whilk' I toke of heuyn, veneniws 

12 swetiiM of vnworfi lute I auld! not feyH, fe qwhilk fiame fink fill 
Bweit" paV in flescUy bewte florystbes, nor at fis atordy erthljues 
me Buld iiof halA / O fnyrest^ it luflyeaf in )ii bewte, ha mynde 
warldly power for fe I drode not' ; and alao ha myni?, to fe fat I 

16 myglit" di'aw, aH lufe I ba casf owf ftit chiriacbia vn-wya, to aH 
finge pat fe, gude, letti's to Jufo & fleynge fayrnes I ba fleed ftit 
makiH men bonde, & wymmen eendin in-to malea ; nor me likyd not 
3ong' piaye to vse fnt be vnclennea worfi sawla to bond£^!e of foly 

go inakui sogett", 1i To fe so forth I ceaayd not to gif my hart towcbid 
wit/t desire, ife fou it baa wttA-haldyn, faf in-to dyuers lewdnea of 
conciipiecena & lusf it Buld not flow, / & mynde of fi name fou 
baa in [send] And to my nee fe wyndow of conteiHplaciofl fou has 

24 opynde. To fe at fe last deuowt I ha ryne in gostely aonge, bot 
fyrsf my hart wasst warme witA fyer of lufe, & in-to lufly ditis 
wit/i-ln [me] fytat I roae vp. / If fon fia putt not fro fi sight, 
mykilnea of f i pite euld! meve fe be fe qwliilk" fou sufFyra not f i 

28 lufara in caldea he takia to mikyH ; ak I trow, my wrecbednea fou 
sulil lessyn & my longinge fro fi face fou sulil not tume. Soro 
CfTtan A wreebidnea in fe body atandis; Io«gyngo eotbely in fe 
sawle habidya to tyme fou gyfE fat wiifi ao gret beit I ha desiryd', 

32 forow qwboe lufe my flesoh is matle leyne & fowie emonge bewteuw* 
of fia lyfe. & of fe influena of it my sawle has longyd, fe to ae 
qwhome bymynglye it baa desiryil, / And in foa cetys of secrete 
heuyns it myjf be, & reest wtt/i felisebyp fat it desiryd, And per be 

36 tane vp qwber emonge AungeH ayngats fe wi't/i-owt eyniE parfytely 
W!t7i lufe may worachyp, Uehaldi, royn inhir pactia has vpbolyd!, 
& fe flawme of charite, fe gedyryuge of my barf, fat I haue hatyde 
has wastyiJ, And fe slippyr gladnea of watldly frenachyp it has put" 

40 by, fogbtia also fat wer fowH & to be baldl abhominabyH it has 
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drawen owf, [& so witli-owt] fenyiige, iiianerly I haf risyn to lufe f 
fat before in iHuers owfcraya of niyii errors lias sleep & wjtft dyrknes' 
vmbelappyd, H Jtec likandly I felt" liist of deiiocion sM'ettest qwher 
My rneiida, I Boro me me more to trespas. My freudis, I pray 50W, here, Jiaf 4 
begBiioyoa. uo man 30U begylo 1 ' 1i ))is & slike odir woidya in ])e syght' of owr 
Xxxiu. b.] maliar byrsf vp of }ie fyre of liife, And no man, faf strawngo is 
fro (ptB vnmesurde lufe, date slike woitb'a tcyt ])s qwhilk' 3if is 
sturbyU v/it/i teiiiptacion of voydo foglitis & vnpi-ophetnbyH, ftiit 8 
hya niynde bisily to wist wit/i-out* gayn-turuynge Laa notf, or wi'tA 
any mauer affectuusly is stirryil abowtf any creature, so \nt aH pe 
nieuynge of fe hai* in to god go not, for hyme-self lie felys bun to 
HewiwH erthly alleccioS. 51 ti'ul hee be is iu charite qwboa bart' ^iea ditys 13 
■irnaOiM« of lufe ba[s] Bongyne & in gostely fode hyde fiis vtwardc fondenes 
^iiijrtiiB bohaldya notf. 51 fforsotb in euerlastiiig' duByrs mej'uelusly cheryiJ 
hym-self rayaes bebaldand to heuyne, froo qwbeus he byrnya witA 
lufe swetist & wiVi a dragbt* of heuenly paasage bo is nioystid & 16 
vmbeaetf & truly is transforniyd viith licif of happia to-cum pat f^ 
/ temptaciofi he may eschew, i!!i in Jie begbf be is seet off lyfe con- 
tenipIatyPe, & forward' so goatly songe contynuand in cristui louynge 



lie is gloiifyde. 
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Of dyuera giftys of godis chosj'u and how saynt/.? cui 
to lufe in p;-(zying, finkynge, lufyiige, adueraitc 
aofyra?id, vissittand. And pat lufe caynys of god 
& Jwt his lufe is necessary, And pat trew lufars 24 
fallis not be fleschly temptacions als odyr inpnr- 
fite / nor with dreggis of synnc is hurtt J>of all 
>ai laste. [Cap. VI.] 

i/^hoayn trwly [-(if wit/t lufe ar fulfiUyi? & more taku hey<* to 28 

\J lufyngi iit niynde fujn to ogbf ellya, has suhewyiF to va 
wondirly fe pnuote of lufara, pe qwhilk* passand qwikly & abowen 
kynde fe fysr of lufe has takyn & wit/i a wondirfuH desyre in-to 
hia lejifinan Ihesu jomytf, Goddis lufara truly witJi dyuers giftis 32 
" ar disposyiJ ; Sum to do, sum to tecbe, sum to lufe nr choayn. 
Neuer-Jje-lesae aH holy finge couctia & to o lyfe ryu, bot be dyuers 
pathis : for ouecy cbosyn be |)af way of vertew goae to Jia kyngiloiue 
of biyssc in fe qwhik be ia moate vsyd. And if put vertew in 3C 
' Before this in ainrfSw hand : he tLat is. 
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qwhilk* he passis more byrnyngly draw to f o swetnes of godis lufe, 
J)e qwhilk is supposyd strangar \n fe nioste rest^, truly, to god 
qwben he sali cum J>at dwellynge-place off heuenly loy & fe seet* 
4 lie ttikis to meyd? fat criste has ordand to be had to moste perfyte 
hifars wtt//-outyne ende. U )je lufar berfor sayes bat gloriws dyttis The lover 

loi 1 i^ip-i rt» would never 

of lufe has made & he pat* passyngly to god?6' lufe is chosyn, ttyrst* leave his love. 
he caris & desyres J>at* his hart* fro his le7«man neuer depa^-t*, fat Jje 
8 luynde of Ihesu to hyme be als melodye of musyk at a feste and in 
his mouth it is swettar fen bony or hony-combe ; H Bot f e lengar spiritual 
in gostly study he vsys hym-self*, fe swettar to hyme if is. And jweeter the 
Jjon his mynde fro vayn & euyl foghtis it* withdrawes & to desyre pursued; 
12 of his makar it* byndis, & ati-to-gedyr into criste it gedyrs, & in 
hym J>e weti of hife, if stabyls, & fat hym aH onely he lufe & in [PoI. 
hym onely he be glad if prays. 11 Now cum in-to hys sawle sweif sweet affec- 

•^ *' " ^ *' tions nnd 

affeccions & wondyrfuH meditacions, onely faue?'abyli to god, f e ^^f ^'I'^J, 

16 qwhilk* tastyd, & in fis mynde w/t/i intewcion sprede, it chiryschis ^Jf ^"'* 
more few may be spokyn & wz't/i grete likynge & swetnes of spirytf 
to behaldynge of heuenly finges fa leecV, & fro desire of warldly 
solas fa clens, so fat god/'s lufar no f Inge sekys in fis warld? bof f af 

20 he may in wyldernes bee (fe to likyngts of his god onely take heyd?. / 

Afterward? truly strongly & weli vsyd in prayinge, \n meditacion whenex- 
gyfin to he rest, ali wykkydnes kylland? & vnclennes, & a stray tte prayer and 
way takandf, wtt/i discrecion gretely he prophetis in ve?'tew of lufe ^»e sees hea- 

24 euerlastiwg*, & hys affeccion gos vp, so fat entre is opync? in be- **j*J®*,j" *"* \/ 
haldynge of heuewly misterys to f e ee of his mynde. J)e Byrnynge The burning 
also qwhylk*, before he felf nof, hys sawle begyns to kyndyH, & kindled in the 
in faf qwhils he is profetabilly occupyde now qwhykliar, now 

28 slawlyer, / it warmes, als fis rotynly body suffyrs fe [soule] fat it 
heuys & off-tymes do wen castynge^ with dyuers heuynes, so fat fe 
self sawle wit/d heuenly swetnes a-noynf & qwhykkyuand? to heuenly 
likyng* f e self* cleris mikyH to pas furth be gude desyre / & it vckis 

32 to dwell \n fis deedely flesch. JS'eue^'-fe-les gladly it suffyrs ad- 
uersite fat happyns, for in loy of eue^iastynge lufe swetly it restys, / 
and faf loyfuti songe fat it, gladyude in Ihesu had takyn, all finges Nothing can 
faf happyns may nof distroy, bot in deydf fe fendis falshede faf 2 song of joy. 

36 flees a-way, & f e begillyTjg* vanite of warldly worschyp gos in 
despyte, ner fe fleschis softnes is soyght ne lufydf. H J)is f ingz5 ar 

^ prout permittit corruptibilitas corporis animam aggravantis & variis mo- 
lestiis sepe deprimentis. 

^ et inefficacia diaboli machinamenta evolaut. 
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araijd agnyus godie chosyii, (rat nH-to-gedyr vnanisycJ to yer ower- 
tuinyiige fot fee coniiei-sacion has in lieTiyn jiai myght' faH ; bot |ia 
pnjfet nop fame to ouei-cum, bot" fat goddts lioly Infor in cristw 
name vnltyi^yl! &, ala wer w(V*[oiit] stryfe gladynde, says, I'a i 
autem [domirte] mseepfor nieus w .- lorde, poa art my takar, pat 
maliciwa prikkyngis of my frawai'ii eiimys me make [not] viirestfuH. 
Glotia mea, my loy, for in Jio is al my Toy, not in my vertew, for, 
senf it is not* hot of fo, wortbely aH to )>e ia gifyn, no-finge to me. 8 
^ exaltans capvt metini : & my heile, JjaP is to say, fo lieyet jiarty 
of my sawle be Jje qwhik Je nethymr, fe fauerand, ar gouymiV, to 
goately BOnge & conteutplacione lyftanil, ])ou sufFyrs not in )iis 
law & fowle likyngft of fia warlft to be cast© downe or in-bune. 12 
H Jjis aothely ia fe heed fiat in oyle of gostely gladnes Jtou has made 
fat, fiaf in charite it eulde bolne & be to me calix inehriana, fi«t ia 
to say, drynke of inwaide awetnea \inebna»ii\ my sawle wit7j lufe -of 
my inakar, and slepy I sal lygge, fro lufe vej-raJy tumyd of temiJOj-aH 16 
fingea, & so aa wer w/tA swetnea no-(iinge of erthly myrth feland! 
or heuynea, to clerenea euerlastynge I aiu ledde. In fis awetnea 
truly of he lufe fe consciena achynya, for clennea fee lastya, & f e 
barf likyngly waxis warme, fe niynde, myrthyd wit/i giflia, waxis 20 
liote, nor it likya not to bchalcJ lustia of jiis exile, botP gladlyar 
bittymea of ))e warlil if halsys fo awetnea fen to folow, H ffor in 
likynge Jiot^ faylis nof vsid, to Ihwn lufe wi't'i so bymynge desyre 

, it ceasya not" to drnwe }i«t aia aone & als lightly fe warlcf [fou 24 
myght] turn vp ao doivne aa hia mynde fro hia aauyoiir lufe gnyn- 
caH, H Ail finge foraoth if hntia fat contrary es to godw lufe, & 
vnwerily it byrnys fo fingts to fulfil faf if seya & knawea pleayngs 
to god. It Jjis ce>-tayn it suIiF nof leefe for any payne or wrechid- 28 
nes, bof qwhiklyar if sniil liy godis wyH to do if it cowtL pej-saue 
any hard! finge lie snki aoffyr be faf cans. ^ Truly ofec he finki* 
not nor desyrea bof criate truly to lufe & Lis wiH in aH kyndea to 
do wit7(-owf cesaynge. H A mynde wtt/i deuooion of god made 33 
lyche f is hyniynge witt in gudenea of his lemman haa takyn ; for- 
Boyth he f cit if chase faf it slyke on myght be faf criatia pai-fite 
lemman ache myghf habyde & a cboya veaeti sultl! he fat auld! be 
fillyd -wiHi f e nohilest Jycur of awetnea of heuynly lyfe, & his name 36 
fatf is choayn of thowaandys, ytith a mynde euwlaatyuge it sidd^ 
continwe, & wit/i-in fe self euer finkand! witA-haliJ, And fen be 

, god/« help all lettyngia of lufe he BaH caste oute, And in god he aaH 
be glad, for fe dartw of owre eiimye agayns alike a Infer aaH nof 40 
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auayH ; tot sikymcB in coiisciena wM clerenes vntrowd of inwariJ 

► Bwetiiea of hys lufe he 6aH take, / And etiei'y liowra his apirytf he 
Vfsiit jelde, for in a gostely criynge beaiii* euery day frendefuUy in 
bymynge of lufa ia clenayL*, JjaP iio fylUi of )iu fowlnes of fie goste 
may last j % Qwhila [loghf in god contiiiwit, aH wykkedDea casP 
owte JJttt males mevys of owr enmye, & fyre of lufe varily in niynde 
bydinge alt co7it8giuBte of eynne if clensys Jitt be an vngettyn 
8 deayre is drawen. H Jje affecuion tnily in grete heghf set is so 
Bikyr fpuf necligeiis aH-way if is ware of & ala a doedly enmy castis 
away, bisynes & dreid qwhiis it^ lyfis if leuys nof ; for fe bettyi a 
man ia ft to god mora accept, fe more in charito he byms & to 

12 wyrk bisilyar & strongar fat to his degre & lyfe longss bo ))b 
prikyngwt of lufe he is styriJ, And aH-way is bisy faf myml' of liia 
awetysf lejuman ouf of hia fogbf be a mynwf aoryth, Jiaf not onely 
in olethynge bof als in deyiJ to hawe he fiinkis qwhome to lufe 

16 witA aH hia harf he knawea he ia hydyn. And gretely he dreilia 
Jjof he be drawen in fia [lingw frtf ar lesf hym to greue. H Nof 
only cectayn he hiaya hyme, witA aH harf , fiufc to fulfyH, ala he is 
bydyn criate to lufe, bof also wi'Wi gcete likynge lie is tokyn f af his 

20 loMiman ho neiier forgettya, ne fro hya lufe he wil nof parf hym- 
aelf, bowand to tei^poraH likynge, if he myjf do f«t he walde 
wj'tA-outyn payne. He ia truly espei-f, goately likynge awettar Jjen 
bodily lufe ; & f erfore if wer mei'oayl if he to ao grete wrongi'a suldi 

2i slype, goatly cherefulnea foraakyn, hyni-aelf if he walit make redy, 
fis fenyd &, aa war, fals felicite to I'eioya, or in tleschly bewte ouer- 
ciunne, fnt waliJ desyre fe qwhilk' forsoytE ilk' holy lufar of god 
Iiatis. H Sum, no memayl, fowle has begillyd ileahly deaite, & 

23 bewte to syght achewd sum wys & ala devote to vnleful halayugis 
haa drawen, for in charite pa?-fytely fa were not grouudydd! nor to 
liile endles fa alway drw nof ; qwharfore wiVt tempyngt's halyii, 
qwhen fa somyd ascencJ, or fa to hegbf myghf cum haa falne 

32 dowue. H Bof doutles a trw lufar of euez-lastyngnes emonge 
teji(ptaciou haldys hyra-self stahyH, & in faf atryfe he wyna a 
crowne, qwhen odyi vnatedfast ar alayne. And cristi'g Infers aH 
obatakyla ceaaia nott to cuf away, & f er harf aH holly before fer 

36 makar fa acheei), / & not ala f ia fat f et* fote in lufe haa nof festynd, 
fro fe heght of fer meuynge downe oaatiu, wax lene, bof rather 
wit/(-owf chaung* goand, atabilly atandys in wel begone, noriachyd 
& forth broghf in awetnea of heuynly sauyr, fat fai may gyf lighf 

40 in enaamnpyH of holynes to fame fat ar fer ouf & wtV(-in fame- 
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self witA fyre of lufe swetely Lymya, 1i Errors alsso of ile8cb]p[^| 
m desira bo desire of clennM fa aal slee, / fof aH no man iii f is lyfe fa'^^* 

■ TngendjTd concupiscence fully may slakyu, or be so parfyte Jiitf lio 

I in flcsch may lyf & new.r syne. And so bo Jjis nor ])is pij'fyte man 4 

H pai-fitely bere saH not be helyd', boV in beuyn qwber lygbf of ioy 

I his vytV comforthis god to beliald!, & peas euei'lastynge gceuya & 

I heuynea aaH scomfulf & kesP oute, Jrat no greyf nowe of cormpcioQ 

P now be qwlien enyr-lustynge bliatnes conforrays J)e Bcnmfetore. 8 

[ f Jje mynde emong' lat wakkyn & vitJi luFe (ibydynge desire if to 

I be kyndyliJ, & atudya it to escbew HkyngiW of [jis seyn vajiitos. 

The dregs 1i Jje dreggis o£ sjiie to deed tnily abydiK, bof in deed if pariaubya 
nacu dwiu. & lougynge of kyiide ))at enm-y choayn liynie-aelf abillarid to lufe & 13 
ytitJi he grace etrengbtyd, agayiis fe dreggis wiVi clonnea armyd 
gloriua batels snIiB vse & aH (linge he buU caste downe Jiat enmyly 
lufara swia. li Here-fore aikirly qwhils fe fegbtand ouej-comyM & is 
nof ouercumne, in-to a niemelliJa myrth be is iyff, to qwhotne al 10 
his iwwartl mej/ibyia ioys, for in liyra-aeif he felya inapiryd a 
fPoi. misteiy of lufe, [&] in a honyly beef he aacendys on hegbf, & with 

goately aonge behald(S aweif louyHgw ached to pe lufor, to deed 
eomBMy baatand & to vnbeingiK to nievingw of fleschly affecciona. IT Suhi 20 
»^"f"pi.- puttis here-to, 8ay[3]niJ pat a aivete Jiinge in bia barf aowndys & of 
UwirLiiHts. goately aonge, qwbarfore he is rauyschyd JiirataniJ & he is gladynd! ; 
bot J)a ha not expoivnde, ()',(t I myglif vndyi-stam!!, bowo ^er foghf 
L waa cbaungyd to^ songe & melody in mynde abidya & in qwbat 24 

I mano- of iouynge bia pmyera be syngia. 

pat a trew lufar onely his le?«maii lufya, and of 
' clobylle rauischyng/s, ])at is to say, owt of body 

& owt of lyftyuge of ]k mynde i7t to gode S of 23 
I Jie wor])ine8 here-of. [C'ap. VIL] 

Heyt of a longyng' spirytt in hym-self achews a pure lufe of fo 
fairnos of god, for no-J)inge he aekys bot his lemmnn & aH 
The mind is oJiCT' desyiea clerely he slokyna ; And ao freely |)e mynde sweitly is 32 
bonmio. borne in to Jiaf it lufya, And J>b band! of lufars wyllia atabilly is 
itiDv™, conferrayd, qwhills no finge hnppyna fpwf a Infer fro his purpos 
(.put- may letf, nor [)(!t may gar hyme tume agayne to pinke ogbt ela, (lat 
maj' pe hifan<li, witA grete esynea, bis^ doairo may take & swyftiy, aH 36 
lovu. tariyngs put bak, be may [ryn] to lialsyngo of lufe, H Emong* 
■ MS. to tu = MS, his his 
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delitys qwhilk* he tastis in so swete lufe byrnaml', a heuenly priuyte 
in-sched he folys, fat no man 3itt* knwe hot* he fat* has resauyd it* 
& in hyme-self berys, fe letwary faf all ioyf utt lufara in Ihesu Joyfai love™ 
4 moystis & niakis bame happy, bat ba cees not* to hy in heuenly haste to hea- 

_ 1X./JJ %/ •/ Yguiy abodes 

setis to sytt* [&] ioy of \er niakar endlesly to vse. H Here-to truly 
fa 3eme in heuenly sightis abidynge, & i7iwardly sect ofyre ati }per 
inhere partys ar glad wtt/i playly schynynge m lyghtt, And fame- 
8 self fa feyti gladynde vfiih lufe miryest & in loyful songe wondyrly 
meltyd. H And f erfore \er f oghtis ar mayd sweytt* in f e7*e saruys, 
for on f er lufe fa f iuke, in scripture stodiynge & f inkynge & also 
writynge, & fro f e wonte voyce of louynge fa go nott*, fat forsoyth 

12 sati be supposyd me?iiayti qwhen o mynde too fingw sati fulfyti 
And tane heed to iw o tyme, fat* is fat* worschyps & lufys to 
JhesyjL syngandl it* offyr in mynde loyandl & als wet/t fat fat* in 
boki8 is he vndyrstand?, & nowf e?' of er hurtys. H Bot f is grace Thispace is 

16 gene?'ally & to att is not* gifyn, bot* to a holy sawle holylyest taght*, aii,buttaught 
to qwhome f e excellence of lufe schynis, & songw of lufely louynge, 
criste enspirynge, comunly byrst* vp & now mayde als wer a pype 
of lyue, in syghte of god more gudely fen can be sayd, Ioy and? 

20 sownd/fi, fe qwhilk* fe niistery of lufe knawancJ & vriih greet* crye that, knowing 
to his lufe ascendynge in wytt* in scharpyst*, & wysse, & in felynge ofiove, 
sutteti, not spred in f ingw of f is warld? bot* in o god ati gedyrde & xxxvi. a.] 
sett*, fat in clennes of conscience, & schynynge of sawle, to hym it Su ia?e*with 

24 may saryff qwhome to lufe he has purposyd, & fe self to hym to *^®"***^- 
cryff. be clerar certan lufe of a lufar is, be nerre to hym & more Tiie brighter 

^J ' ' ' "^ 18 the lover's 

present* god is, H And f erby clerelyar in god he ioys & of f e sweit* love, the 
gudenes f e more he felys, fat* to lufers is wont* fe self* to inscheecP, 
28 & wit/i myrf wtt/i-out* comparison in-to hartts of meyk to scryth. 

Iforsoy th f is is pure lufe qwhen desyre of non of er f inge wttA it* is P«re love has 
mencyd, nor to bewte of bodily creature he has non inclinaciofi, bot anything else 

°«' ' •^ ' mingled with 

rather, the scharpnes of his mynde clensyd, in o desyre of eue?'- **• 
32 lastywgnes Al-to-gydir he is stabyldl & w^t/l frenes of spirytt* in-to 
heuyns bisily he behaldts als he fat* is rauischycJ wttA bewte of any 
qwhom he may not bot* lufe & behald^. H Bot rauischynge is als it* 
is schewyd, i?j-t[tt7]o wys is vnderstande : H O mane?* forsof in qwhilk 
36 sum man is rauischid oute of fleschly felynge, for f e tyme of hys 

rauischynge batt* playnly he feyti not* in flesche, ne qwhatt* iier RaH»hino is 

"' the being 



qwhat is done of his flesch, & 3it he is not* dede bot* qwhikk*, for jit* token out of 

iidiAiy led" 

f e saule to f e body gifys lyfe — And on f is mane?' sayntis sum tyme j,"^'^g°^*''^ 



miy 
f.tV 
noi 

40 ar rauischyd to f er p?'ofett* & of e?' mens lemyr?g*, als paul, rauischydl 



I. The Fwt of laoe. Qf Saviahiiig. [TBk. IL Ch. 1 

to fe fini heTjn ; And on fia mcmer synnara also in visyon sum- 
/ tjnie ar rauyscliyit, Jiat Jini may se loya off sayntig & paynea oJ 
Anoihorvniy dampnede for fee correccion. And oper a]s we rede of many. II An- 
Kitrf"? °^'"' ™^*'*'" "f rauischynge fier ia pat ia lyfting* of myude in-to god 4 

ig^[™pi"- be contwnplacion ; And fis mnner of rauiscliuig ia in aH pAf at 
paf-fyte Iniia-a of god, & in none bof in fame fflf lufys god. / & 
Sitj'-'"" *"'* J"'^ ^ *'*'''' * rauiscliynge ola fe todyr, ffor wiV* a violeoa it ia 
jrtjiiiijK," f"r doyne & als wer agayns Itynde, & truly iV is abowne kynde fwt, of 8 
iminn. a fowle synnar, may be a chili? fulfylJ wiW gostely loy in to god 
borna J)is mauer of ranischynse is to be desirjdl & to be !vifyd. 
& truly ctiate ay liad godw contewplaeion, bott neuer drawen of 
I boilely gotiernance. Dyiiers (lej'foro it' is be lufa in felynge of 12 

I fleacB to be tane, / & fro a bodily felynge to a eyglit' loyfuH or 

dreedfuH to be tane, V )3af ravjaohingo I haliJ beat of lufe in 
qwhjlk' man may adyH moat* niede. / Clerely to see hevynly 
5T»jiir« fingj's long/s to rewards, not" to increse of nieei}. H RauischyiJ also IG 
jtaheAininva in lufe pui ai calde fnt to his saviouj- deayrea holly & pai'fitely ar 
"TF'toth 8^'J'^ ^ wor()ely to fe liegliP of conteiiiplacione ascendys, wit/i 
Baviour." wysdoHi vnwroghf fa ar lyghtynd', & boef of fat lyglitf vndescryuyd 

Ixsxvi.bj wiVi qwos fayrnes fa ar raniacbyd fa wer worfi to feyH. (3 is to a 26 
, denote saule truly happyns qwben all liis foglitia to godis lafo 

ordaniJ & aH waneryngig of mynde gos in-to etabylnes, & a 
nowfec it wauyra ne houya, bot viiilt nH deayr in-to on broghf, 
sett wit/i ful grote hoef, desyra to criste, to liym apreed & givyn als 34 
no-finge ia wer bot fia too, fat ia to aay, cristiO & fe lufancf saule. 
TberaiHthed H To hym ffiT^ofe if is tyd wit/i fe bnnde of lufe vnabyl to be 
ghrimwith lausyd'; [&] fleyngo be passynge of myndo a-bowne fo bowndia of 
'ibL" f* body a memelus moyater itt drawya fro heuyn, to qwhilk it suli^ 28 
•««*■ neiier cuine bot if it had bene rauischyd be godw gras fro iuwarde 

afieccion in goatelye hegbt setf, in qwhilk:<, no me^'uale, helefuH 
giftya of grace it reaauya, H Qwhils it fecfore aH onely godly 
f ingw & benenly, with free hnrtf, not dryvin agayn knawyngly, 32 
finkis, / hia mynde, also abowne aH bodily & visibil in-to heuenlj 
chaungyd & takin, he seia. Nere it is wtt^Kiutyn doote, fat 
hym-aelf varilye he take & feyll fe heytP of lufe, & feu in 
gostely BOtige & swetnea fe!--of be be nmltyn. pat truly of fie 36 
rauyachynge sal felow he faf is choayn ferto; fej-for fia rauisch- 
SaviahingiB ynge ia grete & wondyrfuH. / It passis truly, as I anppoa, aH dedia 
•T^^itagyof fis lyfe, for if is trowdo of euejlaatynge swotnes a fortaste. / Ifc 
paaaia also, gyllea, aH ofer giftya fnt in fis pilgrimage to aayntw -10 



Bk. II. Ch. 8.] I. The Fire of Love. Of Ravishing. 87 

god gifys to mey(J. / In fis truly worfi fa ar a hyar place in 
heuyn for hereby in fis lyfe more bymyngly & restfully god fa ha 
lufyd,^ H Als to hee reste it* is desyrd? to seke & hald?, ffor in 
4 mykyti bodily bisynes [or] in vnstedfastnes or wauejywg* of mynde 
nowdyr it is getyne nor haldyn. / Jje^-for qwher any to fis is lyff, when any 
fuli of ali loy & ve?*tew he lyfis, In sikyr swotnes he sati doo, & above un- 

•^ / ' , ,, o steadfastnesB. 

aftyr fis lyfe emowgw aungels cuywpanys full worfi & nere god he he live* in joy 
8 sal be. H In be mey n-ty me c^tayne he has swetnes, heet, & He has the 

sweetness of 

gostely songe, of qwhilk* before I hafe oft* touchy d, & be fis he ghostw sonj?, 
saryfys god, & hym lufand? w/t/i-oute party nge to hym draws. / Mrves God. 
Bot sen fe body fat* rotys greuys J>e sawle, & f is warldly dwellyiiga 
12 owr sensualyte many finges finkand? castw downe, ferfor not ay 
vriih slyke besynes synges, nor vriih euynlyke gostely songe fe 
sawl in all tymes cryes. H SuTTi-tyme certayn more he felys off sometimes 

he feels more 

heet* & swetnes & wzt/i difficultee he syngw, su?w-tyme truly vfiih sweetness. 

16 grete swetnes & besynes it is rauyschyd qwen heet is felyd fe lesse ; 

Oft* also in-to gostely songe with grete myrth he flees [&] passis & ofthewasses 
also he knawes fe heet & swetnes of lufe we't/i hym ar. H ^euer- singing, 
fe-lesse heet is neuer wit/i-oute swetnes, fof all sum-tyme it* be xxxvii. a ] 

20 wzt/i-outen gostly songe, fe qwhilk also bodilye songe letfcys, & 

noys of lansilars makes to tume aj^ayne in to boit. In wildyrnes inthewiider- 
more clerely fai meet*, for fer spekys fe lufyd? to f e hart* of J>e loved speaks 
lufar, als wer a schamefuH lufar, fat his le??iman befor men halsys of the lover. 

24 not, nor frendely, bot* comonly, & als a straungere he kyssis. H A 
devonte saule sikyr fro wardly bisynes in mynde & body depaHyd, 
only eristic plesaunce desirand? to vse, / onone cums hevynly ioy, <fc 
it me^'uelusly myrthancJ, melody to it spryngw qwhos tokyn if 

28 takttf, f at* now forward? wardly sownde gladly it suffyrs not*. J>is No man has 
is gostely musyk*, fat is vnknawen till all fat* wet/i wardly bisynes ntuai munic 
lefuH or vnlefull ar occupyde. No man b«r is bat fis has knawen !»»« ■t«died 

**' ' > t to heed God 

bof he f at* has stodyyd? to god onely to take hede. o«»iy- 



32 The desir of a lufar to god is schewyd, & ])e cursyd 
lufe of this warid^ be many ensaumpyls ar 
declaryc?, & ])at ])e mynde of god inwardly lufars 
byede> nott. [Cap. VIIL] 

* quemadmodum summa quies ad hoc requirendum et retinendum ex- 
poscitur. 



I. TJie Fire cfZove, I am ixnmd 
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Oawete Ihe«ii, f i lufe in me I bynde with a knot' TnabyH to be 
lowsyil, seknnJ Jie tresure fiaf I desire, and longynge I fynde, 
for in the I ceaa not to tliyrst. JStij'for aa wyiide my eorow vaiiiscLys, 
for my meyd is goatuly soiige fat no man aeys. In-to swete songe i 
niyn inward! kyade ia turnyif, & I for lufe long!* to dye. It Lyglif 
gretnes of gyftw me delitw, & tariyuge of hife with loys me ponyacliia, 
qwyla fa cu?ii fat me takes, & takanil! rofreachia. Bot fo fiiigiV 
ivant fat to me loiigyuge my ]e7»man BiiliJ stliew, fa wond! nie faVS 
I longe, & my longynge fully not jit fa heel, bott* raf er 
liife growing*, longynge niao enuresis. Sic defeeit in dolore viia n 
^- anni ia gemitibns; fus fnilja my lyfe in Leuynea, & my jeria i 

1 wumewtyng, for fro my lufe I am piit bale*, [&] desyre of deed ia 12 
wtt/i^drawon, & medcyne of wreobia tarys ; & I iw cryingi'a vya & 
Bayea : Jieu wiihj, ^iiia meul'itun riieas prolongatiLx est .■ ' Alias, my 
labour is leuglityd ; luf it* ia fnt me uoya, lufe fat me likya, [It] 
1118 chaatis, for aoyne if ia notf gyfyn fit ao mykil ia lufyiJ; Ho 16 
giaddis, for wiVi hope he refi'cschia & coumforth vntrowed! in fia 
li'itia he Bchoddis, 1! Crete longynge aothelj growea qwhen be joy 

_ of lufe ijwben fe dyte of goatly aonge^ ia in fe aawle, & grete heytf 

■ to sweite lufe gyfis increse, Si, now no finge is bo lefuH aa to f inko 20 
dede lyfe. 51 ffor fe flowre in qwhilk' this foght ia noriaahyd, it 
may not liaue ende, hot Toy f af bisily waxis grete in f o lufar, & f aP 

f is wondyr foght", of deede & melody if maki's aH one, H Truly 
when I to dede drawe, fulnua of my bliatnea in me begynnes, f nt" 24 
aH-myghty god qwhome I lufe to me aaH gyff". / My seet" sothely 
in place is ordancf qwher lufe fcelys not, nor vnto slawnes may nof 

, bowe, Hia lufe cei'tayne my harf kyndyla for hia fyre I may foyH, 
q\¥hai--by strengEt of my sawle knawea no greyfe qwhila I am 28 
Btrenghtydl holly in solace of lufe. H fEor lufe I faynf & in holy 
sighinge al my tyme I apende, & fat to me eal be no repreife ba-for 
goili'g anngel to qwhos fehschyp bymynyly I desyre, w/ti qwhome 
alao in strong* hope I byid to be endyd. H And lovynge f af gladyna 32 
a longar now aaH releea, & bllstfuH ayght" wiUi loy saH opyiily 

• Bchewe foP he desiryiS & lufyd. ^ Bof ay woo be to fume qwhos 
doya ar ahppyiS & passyi)! in vanitc, & fee jeris wttA haate ar pari- 
Btbyd wttA-outen fruytt" of charite, faf longia in hife vnclene And 36 
for fayrnca of rotyn flefich, fut ia hot fo couerynge of fyltli Si cor- 
rupcion, wj'tA-oiiteri swetncs to deed ar ledif ; Apon qwhome also ia 
fallyn f e fyre of wreth & couetya, & fe swno of light* cuirlastjnge 
' IiiFl' trosifrf atU bffon aoDgc. 



Bk. II. Ch. 8.] I. The Fire of Love. He is sweet. 89 

J)a ha not seyne. )5is gos i«-to exitt filowande \ei* vanite ar made 
fame-selefe vayne als fo wer fat* ha hifydf. Jperfore when fui siitt 
be demyd, fa saH criste scharp & intoUerabyH to \er eyne for pam 
4 J)e?' hart?5 in pis lyfe felt* hym neuer sweet. / Jpa truly here \n fame- They who 
self* fat* hyni felys sweett*, \er doutles welcheryd fa sal hym see. ("weet in 
H Slike truly to hym als ^e now ar, slike one he to vs fen sati here, nhau 

. ' doubtlesR nee 

appere, / to a lufar certan luny & desirefutt, & to fame fat* lufyd Him there. 
8 not* hatefuti & cruett. & 3itt* fis chaunge of his party is nott*, bott* 
of ours; he sothely ay is one vnchaungabyH, bot* euery creature 
slyke sati se hyme als he is worf i. God truly wylf ully hym-selff* God shows 
scheuys to ilk man als he wyti, & f e?'fore in one lityti part of tyme each man as 

He will 

12 & at ons to ryghtwys plesyng & to vnrightwys wroth he sati 

appere. / Lufe tiuly of resonabiti sawle so doys, be it goydf be it* The power of 
yti, after it it sal be demyd / ]>ai is no-f iwg* so spedefule to gett* loy is, 

. . , if of Christ, 

eumastyng* als is fe lufe of criste, nor no-fi7jg sonar bryngw to to gain joy 
16 vttyr dampnacion als lufe of fe warld?. / Luf f erf or euerlastynge if of the 
oure myndes myght* enflawme, & cursyd lufe & hatful of fleschly damnation, 
atfeccion far be putt* owt. ^ Swetnes of heuenly lyffe vs moyste & 
to vs be not lefuti bitty r swetnes of fis lyfe to lufe ; ffor gati of 
20 dragons,^ fat* is to say, cursidyst wykkydnes, & bittyrnes of falshede 
is wyen of synnars,^ for fai it drynkand? ar so maddyd fat* fa see 
nott* to fam qwhat is to cum ; and venum of neddyrs ;^ fat is 
schrewdnes killancJ, to f a?/4 is dedely drynlc*, & vnabyl to be helyd, [FoI. 

• 1 . . • •! 11 XXXVIII. a.] 

24 for fer males is iwcongibyn. 

H Jpis warlcJ truly has likyngw of wrechydnes, ryches of vanite. This world 
woudynge flateryngw, dedely likeyngts, wode luste, made lufe, hate- pleasures 
f uti dyrknes, mydday in f e begynynge & at f e endo nyght eue?*- structive,— 

28 lastynge. I[t] has also salt vnsalt*, sauyr vnsauyrdi, fowle bewte, 
horribil frenschyp, chiryschynge nyght*, bittyr hony & kyllande 
fruyte. / It base also a rose of stynke, loy of waymentynge, melody joy of lamen- 
off heuynes, louynge of despyte, truly drynke of deed, Aray of melody of 

«/«/ «/ heaviness, 

32 abhominacion, f e ledar begiland & f e p?'mce downe castand. It 
has also f e geme of heuynes & scomf uti praysynge, of lillis blaknes, 
songe of soro & foule bewte, / discordynge frenschyp & snaw blak- 
nes, solas forsakyn, nedy kyngdome. It has a nyghtyngale mor 

36 rorynge fen a cowe, A swete voys Wit/i-outyn melody, a scheep cled a sweet voice 
in foxis skyn, & a dowe wodar fen any wode best*. / Flee wo f ej-for melody, a 
bodily & warldly lufe, qwos bake has a pryko if ati f o face liatyr ; *»»** ^kin, 

' Or R. ffcl dr^conum. ^ Or R. Viiim/i impiontw. 

2 Or R. Vonenum aspidii?Ji. 



I. The Fire cf Laa. Tlit Wielici simll peris/i, [Bk. H. Ch. 9 



^^B qwos flowre is anoytC wi't/t gaH, Si ^e pape of neildyrs, jraf it lie 

^^^b^ifabum- priuely, it" hetis; qwos snuyr cuttis mans siiiile fro gode, & ^e bath 
^^H^*"- y byrnys wiV( fyrc of hett; qwoa golil! iti-to moH saH turiie, 
^^^H ensQUs fyre of byruatone saU achcot)'. % Hero U liifo witA-nntau4 

^^^F nieyknes, wodnes fui likyiige, (le qwliilk |te saule to it buik suffyra 

iiof to be loyiiyde to sayiitia sBtya or in guUiJ* lufu ba,ua likynge. / 
To 'low who *\ To fianiB sotUely J?at has ^tr deayre bowyd to luf e of pis warldly 
f'^ofHj™ crcaturis, hevy it^ ia, & to greet byrdyn of yod to ^iiike, |:of niynile 8 
JuMiu'iV "^ ''J"" ** awettysf Si to f iukars raeniduBly it iraxys swejtf. H If 
blnaSiMr' fa begyn of hym to fiinke, onone fro fmr mynde be scrithys Si to fer 
lUnkofOod. qJ,|i tlioythis \a, tiinie iuqwhilk' ful longe (la ha restyd. Jjai iir huu 
^^H^ curiaxi viit/i fer iS custmu, and to so seyk & vncleue niyudia v/M 13 

^^^^ grete & longe vse of gostely Jjojt & castyng* a-way of flescbly ymagin- 

^^^n^bvw acioR AiingflB foyiV auH not eauyr. H pa. baue cert&u ))e palate of 
ituid''lui" t* bart filytl wttA feiiyr of wykkyd lufe, / qwaifor fai may not fala 
wtetaSa'ow. ^^^'"^ °^ bouenly loy. H Ala if it bappyn into per myndw gude 16 
fogbtis to cum, fier byde p& not, bot aoyne, fe tokyna of godi* 

Iinapiracione put owV be rotyni,'e of yH, )>a go fro yH to wars, & the 
more dampnabilly fa fuio put (la to futt gude pat pa wer w»V* toucbyd 
amaentis not. H Bo fa pat ar cliosyn, pat gro\Tiidly ar bymyd w/'tA 20 
luCe off gode / & to criste lirawog wft/j-owtc puptynga, if aiiy tynie il 
foghtw per eaule pluk^ oi do stres to entyr, onone to heuyu behold- 
amt pa caste fame out* & wiUr. beef of pffiv afieccioO slokkyns, & no 
meniayle ffor wi'tft gude custume fam-self' fa rayse so fat non ertbly 34 
[Fdi. fiige nor odir of venemyd! swetnea in qwbilk fa auliU baue luste fa 

Hiuisiburiii take. He sotbely fat in prtrfyte cbatyte byrns, felya no aynue, uo 
ch^Hijimta iWikkyil luste, bof i-atber in ilia god be loya, & nowJyr angyr ne 
"'^"' vnck-nnoa hynie beuys. 28 




1 



Of diuers ffrenscbips of gude & ille & as it may bj 
lawsyd ; of scarisnea & of fi-enschip of men 
wywmen, & of trew frenschip & how chosyn in iti 
ill ])iH lyfFe loya & of foly of einne pai absteue to 33 
mikylle, or ar nakyd, & of flesclily fre/zschip, & 
aray of men & wy?«raen. [Cap. IX.] 

i» Ijlronacbyp ia knytynge of two wyllia to Jyks fingea conaentynge 
. i & to vnlyke disaentyng', and fia fronacbyp may be betwyx 3i 
guyd A be-tivix oiiyH, bot be dyucra deayw. & moste fis aglit to ba 




^Rii 



:. II. Ch. 0.] I. The Fin of Love. Of Friendship. 

betwix god & mans aauJo, fie qwliilk liU wjH to goAis wyH is him benr»iiii<xi 
to coulerme iu aH )iinge, so fat qwliat god wjH it wyH, & patf god «hi1. 
wyti noif nor it wjH, J3us euthely be-twyx fia»i sal lie ful frenachip. 

I 4 III meuiiys deayre (jwer is tru fronachyp) god forbede pat bodily 
sondyrana make partynge of satv/lie, bof rather pe knot vulousytt of 
dvawynge frenachyp sal oojK.tortli heuynes of bodily aoudyryngu, 
Jilt fe freynJ ytilh liis freymf satf (link he is, qwLils he seya sted- 
8 fanea of iviUfl vnloweyfJ. It is eertan. trw frenacliyp qwhen afreymj Trnefrimd- 
hehttuya hyni to his frende ala to hyiii-aelf / qwhen he f inkis his ■ mun i»- 
ireyndl hym-aelf in a-nodyr body, & his freyni* he lufw for hym- ^■^f*" 
eeif', not for p^-ofett pat he tromys of hym to haue. H Bot it is 

12 askyiJ, if fe ttme freend erre qwiiedyr saH frenachyp aeflal Sun; fkmmnT 
sajB frenachyp ia not piicfytte bot if it he betwyx fame f«t or lyke ptriiici imij 
iu vertewe ; / bot how was fut parfyt« fat niyjf bo brokyu 1 Jje toiie h[ii«i> ip 
erraDtl now is it not pwiiyte, & so aotSly it may go to nojt. Jjat ia 

1 6 agayns resone qwliere a man is iufyit for hym-aelf, not for prufutt or 
lykynge. 11 In frendya sotliely ia it nojt netesaary fe tone be 
chaw?(gy(J for chaungynge of f«t tofec, bot frenscliyp, spnu it is Fit«id<hip, 
vei'tew, inpoeaibyH it is faf it be voydyd iu any man w/tft-out* hia ™ii" i>«* ' 

20 ohaungykg'. / Qwharfore if is nof brokyn for errora of fe tone, Mmi. 
bot, ande it be trew frenachip, mote biay it aaH be to caH hym 
ttgftyn fat enyiJ, & fus fronaciiyii bus ho callyc> lufo, be qwhilk he 
wyti & gettis guyde to hya freyude ala to hyni-self, & for no errore 

24 itt may be brokyn qwhylst fa lyfe. H ffreuschyp cei'tan lyghtlye 
is lousyi* qwhen in fe freudea ar not fuue qwLorfor he aulil! be 
lufyit, fat is to say qwhene frcnscbyp is not profetahyti ue lykautJ 
for qwhyik freyndi* now ar lufy<(, iSj alike frenachyp is tenyiJ, for it rPni. 

28 inay not last bot qwbilate luat & profetf bydis. H Bot fat be cans 
qwhar of trew frenachyp in frendya ia not disaoluydl qwhila fa 
lyfe, feifor trewe frenschyp is not brokyn qwhils fa ar, bot, fe 
tone erraniJ, jit both may lyfe. & fecfore, fof on erre, jif laatis 

32 frenschyp, if it be trewe, for fame-self fa lufe after fam-aelf as fa 
ar gude, fat bua be vndiratandyd not of gudenes of manej-s bot of 
kyndo. H Kyude truly gars a man seyt hym a trew frende, for Natnreni»ireii 
kynde deayra kyndenes & fayth to kepe, & itt wyrkw no-f inge in i™ insuu. 

36 vayne ; qwarfore f«t frenschyp fift is kyndely sal not be lausyd!, 
kynde lastyng*, hot* if it he in-to grcte wrongs of kynde fct" Infyd 
kynda gaynstantJ, & fat may kynde o no wyse do, hot if if he 
oppressytt wiVi rotyn manei-a. ^ ffrenschyp fejfore fdf anyfiiige 
' Iji margin in itnalltcr Imii/l ; atttrcdfroiiiiia- ' [ore airiiclc old bcfvtc. ot 
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kyiiJyIa fiiif is Dof Jie same Jint ia hifyd', slnki's & is slokyzide qwcii 
{niP fingQ {>'if stirryil! pe lufe is nof liad, / as if manera or ridies or 
fayrnea frunscliyp ba hiuV wit/i jH maDere, lichea sorifiinfte, faymes 
istyil, Irenschyp AIsbo vnnyscliys & of Ijyni fap if liad ia Bayile 4 
o-(iinge vnhappiar pen to "be happy. 1i BoP ffrensoliyp pnt kyndo 
wyrkw in frendya, w/i7i no pouert is cnef owf , wiih non eirour done 
away, wit/i none fowlnea of body ia endyd< qwhilst kyiida lastys pat 

le of fia frenaeliip. Slike frenscliyp is pure naUirel, & perfofe 8 
meyd' no vnmeyd, hot if it? ogLt freyi agayn godts coiHmament, ip is 
fl also a grutii iikynge \v/t/( if kiiytf in qwliilk if adyls 
no meyde ne vnpimke. H Tru frenschyp may uof be witA-out 
Iikynge be-twyx frundys & fuiire deaicefuH apeych & coUifortabyH 12 
cliere. / And Jjis frenHRhip if it bo enfurmyit vitli gwli's grace & 
aH-to-gidyr iu f;od it* be, & iV to hym be gyfyn, & so jjen holy fren- 
w scbyp it? is calde & fuH meyd-fuH. H I wote iiot aoytlielye be 
M qwhftf Tnhap now is fallyn fiut' vnneytU or seldom is fun a trew IG 
freynde ; ilkone liia aweii sekys & no man lias a frende of qwhome 
he snya lie is niy-self in a-nodyr body ; fa bow to fer awen pj-ofett? 
J & likyiigig, & gyl to fiillyH iu ]>er frendya Jja acliame notf. Jjei'of is 
' deniyd pat pa trew frendya ar not, hot fenyiV, for pe men pai Infe 20 
iiott hot owdyr per gude pa couHf or to fals flatej'ing' & fauyr pa 
tent. H fEorsoth be-twyx men & wyjnmen pof frenscbyp be pej-lins, 
for fayr bewtee a freyH sawle lygbtly cbiriachia & temptacion seyn 
eettig flesciily desyre on fyre & ofte^ tymes eyn it inbryngis of body 34 
& Bawle, & so wymnieus cujiipany to men is wont to happya to 
destraccion of vectow : Ami jif pia frenscbyp ia not vnlefiiH bof 
meydfuH, if it be had w/t7( Royde aawle, & for god if it bo lufyif, 
not for swetnes of fleseb. If If wyi^men truly pamo-self aaw despisyd 2B 
of men, of god pn aulif pleyn paf made pame slik of qwhome men 
Buld dyadene, & of beyH paraunter pa suldi miatresf ; pamo-aeif for- 
sakyn pa trow, if pa connseH of men or helpe take not. In pame 
certan resun is less qwhyk, & pei-fore lygbtly pa ar begilyilf & soyne 33 
- ouyrcomne, & pej'fore niykyH pame nedya counseH of gude men. / 
Of yl tru'y ill ar pa drawen, ffor mikyH redyar pa ar to lykynge of 
' liiate pen to dorenes of holyues. f )5er is also a kyndely liifa of 
1 man to woman paf no man wantys, nor ;if pe holy, be kynde 36 
d of god fyist ordaniJ, be qwhilk* to-gidyr bean<F & acordanrf bo 
kyndely strrryng' felnly pa ar glad. J)La lufe also baa hya Iikynge, 
as in spccli & honest toucliyuge & goydly dwellynge sam ; he fei 
' Allered from o! ; in mnrgin ia a)wthcr hand. 
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qwhilk* man getti« no meyd? bot if it be mellyd vriih charyte, nor Joined with 
vnfankts he getUs bot if it* be filyd? \iiih synne. H If iti meuynge meritorious; 
ryse be qwhome he }jink«> of lust & fa to if go, doutles gilty j?a ar 

4 of deed?, for agayne god fai synne. H J)a trespas fowti ferfore fat 
say faf all owr dedys inwarde or vtwarc? ar meydf uti or vnmedefuH, 
for fa wald? put away, or at fe leste kyndely dedys & likyiig/^ fa 
stryfo in vs not to be, & so confusion too nobyti kynde to brynge 

8 in fa ar not aschamyd. H Jjat frenschyp ce;-tan & cu7?zpany of but in cases 

it is wiclcecl* 

men & wy??imen is vnlefuti & forbed in qwhilk fa in covetis acorde 
fowti luste to futifyti of fer desyre, eueHastynge potand behynde, 
in temporall solas & bodily lufe fa seyke to florysch. H )5a also 

12 greuusly synnes, & most fat* holy ordyr has takynn, & gos too 
women as woars, sayandf for fer lufe fa longe & nehand sweltis in 
greet desyre & stryfe of f oghtw, & so fame lyght & vnstabyti to 
wrechydnes of f is lyfe & endles also fa leed. & fa satt not* be left* 

16 vnponyschycJ, for fer dampnacion with fame fa here, of qwhome cursed are 
be psalme is sayde : Sepulci'um patens eat guttur eoi'um, &c., faf is mislead wo- 
to say : * fer throytt is an opyn grave ; with fer tungi* falsly fa 
wroght deme f a??i gude.' H Gode certayno wyti fat* wymmen of 

20 men be not despisyd nor be vayn jflate?"ynge be begilydf, bot* in ati God would 

have women 

holynes fat* longis to body & sawle truly & charitef ully fat f ai be tjuij: a^'ji 
taght. Bot* seldum is he fun fat now so doys, bot rather fat is to t««Kht ot 
8oro, Audyr for gyftys or fer bewte to get, fa study fame to informe. 

24 Qwarefore oft-tyme it happyns fat fat if fa tech fame in o f inge, in 
a-nodyr fa dystroy ^ fame, & fo f ing?« fat wy??imen plesys to vse, fat 
fa be notf greuyc?, fa wil nott or fa dar nott forbeyd?, f of it be yti. 
H Trew f renschip certan is sadned of lufars & coumf orth of myndis, CFoi. xl. a.] 

28 releve of greif & out puttynge of warldly hevynes, reformacion of 
synnars, encrese of holynes, lessyning of sclaunder, multiplyinge of 
gude meycJ. Qwhils a freynde be his f reynde be helefuti counseti a Mend may 

* be drawn bv 

is drawen fro yti & to do gude he is enflawmydf, qwhen he seis in a frfend to 
32 his freynd? gras fat* he desires to hafe. Holy frenschyp, f erfor, is not 

to be despisyd fat* has medcyn of ati wrechydnes. H Of god truly but God alone 

• • T«i *•• •! •? 11 Oil* ^** comfort 

it* is f att, emonge wrechidnes of f is exile, wetA counseti & help of «» in our 
f rendys we be comforthedl, vnto we cum to hym qwher ati we sal be ness. 
36 taght* of god & in setis endles seet, in hym fat we liaue lufFyd? & in 
qwhome & be qwhom we had frendys, wet/i[owt] end we sati be glacJ. 
H ffro f is frenschyp I may no man except be he neuer so holy, bot aS^^Jhout*^ 
he if nedys, bot if fer be any slyke to qwome no man bot Aungellis Sip." ^^^^^' 

^ MS. dyrtroy 
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saryfa. jjei- ar anm fat m godis lufe loys & with his swetnes so ar 
moystyit fat fai may say liefmit contoJar! aairaa laea: % My sautt 
gaynsflja to be coinrorthid vriXJi warldly chere iv(t/( qwliilk wanily 
lufiira famo-Belf refreacliiB, H M^euer-fe-lea it bflhowya fat aftyr 4 
I kynde & grace iw f is fiiigi'w fiHt to ^ body ia nedefuH, & iw me & in 
men, faf fa be delitydi. If Qwho ettia oi dryiiki*; or takw recreaciofl 
oi liate or cold wtt/i-ontea likyugel ^ Qwho Las a fitynde & in 
hya pceaena sjiech & w/t/i liym dwellynge & part" takynge of hys 8 
glide is not glad % sikyrly none bot wode & fa ft/t wanlya reson, for 
ill fis & odyr jyke is mnns lyfa eoHforthycJ, fof if be fe holyesf & 
in god fat qwhikeatly loya. *\ It is not f^cfore of alyke comforth 
at to be vnilyrsbindytJ ' My aanle gaynaaya to be oomforthyiJ,' bof of 12 
- stynkand & vnclene & viilefnH comforth of warldly fingcs; And 
. afterwarde he aayde ' Lorde, in fi wark fon hsat gladynd me & in 
ii fe wark' of f i handts I sal be ioyfuH.'^ 51 Qwho deiiyis [wit he saH 
1 take comfortB put says hym-aelf to be mytthyd! in god;'* warkw) 16 
Bot f e Tuwyse man ani not kuaw f ia nor a foyH vndfrratande. Hum 
truly haa fe Infe of god, bot not after conyng, fe qwhilk' qwhils fa 
atndy to piit by aaperflnite, fa ar also vnwysely Also fa ar brokjs ot 
fee necessam to cut away supposand! fat fa gode may nott pleea, 20 
famself bot if fa caati's Ije to mikyl abatineua & vnmeautde uakyd- 
nea. H And fof ali palenes of face be fe bewte of solitary man, 
neuer-fe-les fer aeniys is not* ryght ordaniV, for if fa be bydyn fer 
bodis to cliastia & to brynge itt iii-to fe semis of fe spirytt, jit awe 24 
I pa nof per bodys to slaa, bot kepe fam to god/s worscbyp to tymo 
' he sondyr fe saiile fro fe bovly pwt ho haa ioynyiJ. U Slike fei-fore 
to men ar scharp & in faiK-aelf" bittyr, And kepynge of frenachyp fa 
knaw nof nor pe way ferof pa keep. H Lufe forsoth of kynsmew, 28 
if it be vii-manerd, fleaehly aSeccione it^ is caliJ, & it ia to be brokyn, 
for it lettia fro godi's iufe ; And if it be manerif, kyndely it ia calde, 
& letta'ji nof fro goJi's seruia, for kynde in frtt ifis wyrki's not agayns 
fe maker ferof. H Aftyrwatii worpily wyjumen of our tyme ar 32 
repj'euabyH pat nw array to hode & body in so maruelus vanite has 
fun & broght vp pat to belialdara botlie drede & wondyr fat put. 
H IJot onely agayna f e aentena of pe aoatyU in golde & dreasynge of 
here to pryde & wantonhede pa go sarifand', bot also agayns mans 36 
'i kynde be god ordand! brode horns & in gretnos horribyli 
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of horc wroyglit fit gtw not fer, on |)ec liedis fa sett, of qwhome w. 
sum ))er fowks to liyUe or fef bewto fii stuOy to iiicreae with pitynt- ib' 
ynge of begilljnge avotre f*r faces fa color & qwhittyu, f CJetliyng "i 

i also newly korvin both niou & wynitnen ful fondly vsis, not seaiuti 
kyude qwhat beeemys, bot qwliat" newe nyBod! of titliandw & vayne m 
nwelte fe feyud stirande be may vp "brynfce. H If any of alyke «!■ 
fingiK jee ful saldum wnlii snyb, to acorne be is Inghyd, & mor fa 

8 charge a fonde tayH fen f er amondys. / Pass f u ^eriirce, takyn be fa 
& also snaryd, f is ladya & wymuien [p«t ar caldf worfi, fot desyre 
for a tyme to be fayro & euej'laatyngly to be fowle ; for afliy f is ioy 
belt payn fa saH feyfi (I'lt not criBt« in f is lyfte bot foulest vnnito of ^' 
12 pis wariJ has lufyd, fame-self crowuniid viiUi rose or fa welkyd, «t 
bot let va passe. 

f p«t \v/t/t ilk tyme & deyd godts lufe is to be 
mengyd pat failys not for wel ne wo. And of ]» 
worthynes Jwrof & of teria turnyd to songe. 

[Cap. X.] 

Luf of fe godhode man fot it pai'fitely firliia & witli fyre of fe 
holy gost truly enflaumys, wttS merwlhis gladiiea his aaule to 

it takis it fro inyndo^ of a lufav it byiidis fat to vayn itt may nof 
tutne & to Ills lufe biaily be goya. We may foraoyth, if we bo trw w 
iuffara of our lorde Ihem uriste, qwben we walk apon hyin finke, wj 
& songe of hia lufe hald qwhila we in felysohyp sytt^, & at f e bnrde 

4 his mynde we may haue & also in taatynge of meet & dryiike ; h 
H Att euwy moraeH of meef & draght of drynke god we awe to 
loyf, / And in tyme of our meet takynge & ajiace bc-twis morsKla 
to jeiliJ hyjit loueyngis with honily swetnes and cry of meteH & 

8 wil/t desire in meet qwhiel to jerne. 1i And if we be in Jnbur of 
hondya, qwhat lettys vs our hartis to hevyns to lyft & foglit of «r 
endles lufe wHIi-oute ceaaynge to haltJI H And so i« all tyme of 
our lyfo qwhiki & iioght alawe no-finge bot sleep our Itartf's fro hym N. 

2 aaH putt. H 0, qwhaf ioy & gladnea to fe lufar scritliis I ! O how j» 
happy & truly desyrefiiH swetnes bis saule fulfillya 1 H Luf c^rtan '" 
is lyte abydinge wit/(-owt end! qwher it ia Beef, qwhen fe lufe aftc;- 
lufely deayre in hevyns rotyd pj'ospente ne udueraite may chaungo, [p 

6 als wysist men lias writtyn. H ))en no mecuayli fa nyght* to day hi 

' i !ib atooris tnnti momoria noo ad momentum viigare pormittit, ligat 
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/ he saH tnrne, Djrknea to ]jglit, Iieuynea to melody, noy to solas d 
labyr to aweet rest. / H Jjia lufe truly is not of ymnginacion or fenyd,.. 
bot trw^ & pajiytte & to eriste Wi't/i-oiitt poctynge gywyn, aungel 

■■ Boage wtt/t melody to Iheea jeoldnnd', H And foraotbe if Jjou lufe 4 
iu ])is niane)' ae I linue BayiJ, wiUi. fie besf & ivorfieat in fe kyng- 
dome of go<|i to fuP qwliikjy ayglit" foil salt" be iiere fuH glori'W. 
H EuniDj," aH inpi3gnacione of fendys movyng' Jint risya of fleschly 
freiischyp, couetynge of warldly fiing/s in heet of lufe & veclew of 8 
prayer weH Jpdu salt oueruiim. Also fou salt ouefcum lykynge of 
faymes, acbewyng* fat for afi finge fat may be foglit^, foti wold! 
niif onB be filyd. Wi't/i faP also fou salf be fiilyd wit/i goatly fode, 
& fa delis of endles lufe fou BalP knaw in sykyrnes ; & ala wer in 12 
■vei'iay connjnge fat fou fe lufar art of fa kyuge euerlastynge. 
1 Neuer-fe-lea to no man f ia bappyna bot" if owdec god to byiii say 
if or fat be in byoi-aelf a grete parf of meyii to kum feyl bydynge. 
% Bot of fame qwarto speke 1 witft odyr fa qwbilk fof aVi fft bo IC 
ebosyn, fis lioly letwary jitt taatyd not! Sniu-tyme of niy-aelf I 
nieciiayle fat I baue apokyu of fe excelleiia of lufara of got* ala qwo 
any qivbo-euer wyH to it' mygbt cum, & jit it is not of ytk rynnar 
lie willsr, bot of criste lufaniJ, lyftand! i% takarai?, f ]3a smalues 20 
cp)-tan of my niynds can-nof opyn ilt fat aa a blabyrar I am besy 
to acbew, jitt* I am cojiipellyd eumqwbat to say, fof ait if bo vu- 
abyl to be apokynj fat herara or reUara may atody to folo itt; fynd- 
and fat- ali lufe of fayreat & luflyeaf wiirldly fiiige in oojHparison to 24 
godi's lufe ia aorow & wrecbydnea. *\ Jjei-fore bebalill to ytur vndet^ 
etondynge & kaaw woH our lorde hia lufar makes raejiiolu* & raysia 
in begbt, ife -with vn-wortlii luf" of vayn hope if HufEyra hym not be 
eastiu, bot in bym-self' awettyst' to lufe stabilly kepya, H Luf truly 28 
IB oowtinual f oghf \si\.h grete desyre of fayrc gode & lufly ; for if fo 
finge I lufo be fnyr & iiof gude, vnworfily I scbew my-self to lufe 
itf, if it be gude, to be lufiil it ia. H Lufe truly of creature, fof if 

iij bo gude & fayre, to me ia forbeil, fat to fe woH of gudenes & faymes 32 
bR my lufe I suliB otfyr & keyp, .f "t be be my lufo fat is my god & 
my IhesM*. H He onely of bym-selP baa fayrnea it gudeueH & fe 
BL'lf fayrhede & gudenes be is. / Odyr finge qwhat-eaer it be, fayr 
ne gude if is bot of by«i, & fe nar to hym f e fayrar & fe bottii' fa 36 
ar. 1i Worfiliest fejfore he ia lufyd fat aH finge in hym-self oon- 
tenya fat worfi es to be lufyd! & of a lufar to bo Boglif, qwbarfore 
of bis piirty no finge withaldis bot fat be moste byinyngly inygbtf : 
1 MS bot. trw bot trn- 
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be lufy(J. / Truly oglit ellis if I lufe, my consciens me bitys fat* I ifiiove 
lufe not ryghf. I drede fat at I lufe, luf not me agayn, & ^it [foi. xli. b.] 
I adred for drede iti lufars departis & all \er vanites wastis. wi^*^3J5}i. 
4 U Oftyms also odyr noys happyns fat gaynes & swetnes of lufars 
sturbyls ; bof he truly fat lufys god wit/i att his harf f e clerar is The more 
in his conscience, / f e more byrnynge he knawes hym-self in luf of the dearer 
god. Jperfore his luflyest lufe he knaws fro qwhos swetnes dede 
8 departs nof, hot* fen parfitely his lufe fyndis qwen he fro f is 
warld passis to hym sikyrlyesf he is lonyd fat* fro hym neuer afte?* 
he sail be putf, bof in halsynge* miriest besily he rynne & hym fat 
he has lufyd & couetycJ opynly seande wet/i-out* ende sal be glorify ed*. 

1 2 U Jjis lufe to fyre vnslokynd? I lykyn ; the whilk* no power of His love \% 
enmys may cast do wen, no softnes of flatery may ouyrcum. ^ J)is quenched, 
lufe clensis vs fro owr synnes, & in vnmesurde heet* of obstakyls it cleanses us 
byrnys fat suliJ lef to lufe, & in f e hattyst flawmys of godw lufe 

16 makes vs clerar fen golde & fe swn bryghter. / Jjis lufe bryngi« vs and brings us 
gostly medcyn, / & I hope no f inge emonge all of er fat may be mcdicSie. 
nowmbyrde of clark/« f af may vs socur so mikyH & clens & fro all 
dreggis of wykydnes vs clere als feruent lufe of f e godhede & con- 

20 tynuatt boght of owr makar. Teris fro defautis ar wonf to wasch Tears wa««h 

.11 . 11 ii»-n ^•'°"™ f«ult«, 

VS & heuynes of hai-t putts by dampnacione, bot^ byrnynge lufe aH heaviness of 

fioftrii puns 

odyr passys. More fen can be f oght*, & makis mans sawle schyne aside damna- 
moste excellently. )5erf ore before all f inge fat we may do, fe harf ^» ^^JJ^ 

24 of f e kynge euerlastynge itt gettts & in loyfutt songe is worf i to be **^"- 
seyn. / I say not, gretynge is vuprofetabyti, ne soro of hart vncmwly 
or not to be lufydf in fis exitt, / hot I meruayH fat any so hy^ 
rauyschyd in songe of lufe fat in his deuocion or pray inge or 

28 meditacion may not grete, bot rather I say fat prayer & meditacion 
of slyko a lufar in-to songe is turnydf in-to melody of heuenly 
swetnes multyn, fat rather he gyfis aungeH sownde fen mans, in 
qwhilk* honyly heet Anoy[n]t not to heuy bot* to loy he is takyn 

32 &, teris as wer wyp away, in f e spryngw of endles & tru loy is 

myrthyd. U Owr doctors say: pa?*fyte aw to greif, & fe more The more 
parfite more plenteu?;* of tenys fai suld? be, for wrechidnes of tuiieroftean-s. 
fis lyfe & for fe delay of heuenly lyfe : to me c^tan a wondyrfull 

36 longynge in god/s lufe was nere, & noy of bodily gretyngts for f e 

gretenes of inward? swetnes has cessyd*. He certan v:iih endles lufe JJft hlm»t* 

fat is not byrnyd^, wM teris nedis to be pwrgyd*. H To liym in IJve needfue 

lufe euerlastynge f af longis, lufe is enoght to cliastys, f er is no Karl! "^^^ ^ 

^ hy above the line in another hand. 
HAMPOLE. H 






I. The Fi/re of 

a Tvounde^ grettur ne sweeter fen of luEe, Foisothe^ slykone if 1 
walil wepe, ho is uot auffyril, most in pj-etiay deuocion, in Jiat pe 
lioly goste hym vp raisynge Jie niyude is vp takyn, & wttA aungels 
Bwetnea lafiy lonyngw & liia fioght/s to god he syng-is. ))e aoet of 4 
lufe is lyft on heght, for ijs-to heiiyns it ryonys, & in erth also me 
fiiiike itf soteH & crafty fat men aunityme lufly broyn it inakea & 
p.iyH, qwhome it makes to wcH fat afterwarii fa may wax greyne, / 
to fayH fat fa be stronge. Jjerfore to rest of endles loy he drawea 8 
nar, & dredales hym-self mengi's w»t/i eyngars to his makar ; for f o 
more hyniyngly he lufya fe swettar he syngis & more dehcius he 
felis fnt he strongfily desirde. / & if fe way seyme scharp ife lonj^e 
to fame fat lufw not, Infe neuer-fe-loaBC, god & man cuppyls & 13 
witft Hchort" hihore fulfylha fe abidars. 



4 



That p«)-fite lafe to god byndis wiU-oute lowaynge 
makis man mywdy of liis god, hot lufe of 1p& 

warlde fallis to nogbt, And of the kynde of trew 16 
lufe atabille ay lastynge swelt soft & profetabylle, 
k of fals lufe, venemua, fowle, & vnelene. 

[Cap. XL] 

w« siiouM T—ig warliF is pai-fite if we owr myndea fro lufe of o-eatm-w pyfchely 20 
Bi"'" to'iii deparf & to oncly god fame truly witA-owte dqwj-tynge loyn. 

Qnlta<a.' u And in fis wark moie pai'fyte we be fe betle)' we ar. J3ia deyds 
WBihimid is abowen aft od}T, for alt fat we do to fis ende is refen* fat we to 
iriihOmi. god porfytely he knyttyd in onned, IT And fro fis onned many 24 
f ingis draws, faf is hkynge hewte of fis warldi, vanite of men & 
wymmen, Eiches it worschyp, lonynge & fauyr of pepuH. Jje^'fore 
fis wark to fulfyH oiir-self VB must vse, att finge putbak & forgetin 
Our love Ib fttt -vs myghf lett. H Lufe certan to the qwbilk we ascent? in fia 28 
iwniinjf coui. wark is qwykkar fen a bymynge coyti & fe effect* in ts sal do, for 
hotB bymynge & auhynnynge owr aawlia it saH make. ]3is is Infe 
fat of a creature may not bebegylid not in heuyn scomyd ne put 
wtmciran fro meyd. / Flawm of fis fyer q\¥ho myght* loiige soffyr, [if] it m o 32 
u,B'"'°''*'foJ' ™^''^'" ^"^"^ "-y ^^*' '^* off-tymes if is tcijipyrdi; fat it wasf nof 
everp kynde be fa body fat nitys & greiiya fe sawie, for fe rotyiig* lieach 

suffyrs not owr myude in god bisily to be borne. H Heet cei'tan of 



(u he altered iff the vir^erfrom woynde lo ivoimde, 
' to ohasKs atr^itk out bfifore fotaolnc. 
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vejTay deuocion is be tymes as be sleep and niys-vse of body or 
labyr, & 3it* fe byrnynge is not slekydf, bot it* is not felt as it was 
be-fore. To vs truly it* cumys agayn qwhils we turn not* to god, & 
4 makw vs mend? of seyknes of mynde, & swetnes it gyffis ; be body it frees our 

bodies from 

also fro many seyknes it delyuyrs, qwhils it kepis vs in teraperans sickness, 
& sobyrnes, Owr saulis it raysis to hevynly desyres, bat* we in la we and raises 
bingi* haue no delite. if bis is be lute bat criste rauyscnis in-to our heavenly 

' ■''' desires. 

8 hert/5 & mdikis owr myudes sweet, fat* wz't^-m to songe of louynge 
w^e byrst vp, & als wer chauntand?, we synge. I hope to fis be no 
lykynge lyke, for wzt/i clene swetnes it* moystis & holy likynge it 
gladyns. J)e sawle fat* it* takzs vfiih blyst fyre is purgyd, & in it* 

12 bidys no rust ne fylf, bot alt-to-gidyr \fiih heuenly [ioy] is firlyd, so 
fat owr inward? kynde in-to godly Ioy & songe of lufe it semys 
tumyd?. U ))us forsoth euer-lastynge lufe gladis & plenteuzi« lykynge Everlasting 
insched^s^ so fat f e frendys ferof ar not* co?wpellyd [to] Any desire °^*^ 

16 of warldy creature to bowe, bot frely into louynge <fe luf of Ihe^u 

criste fa may melt. U Lem f erfore to lufe f i makar, if f ou desyre Leam then 
to lyfe qwhen f ou hens passys ; do so fat f ou lufe god, aftyr f i Make? if thou 
deed? if f ou wylt lyfe ; All f i mynde to hym gyfe fat* fro temporaH death. 

20 & endles sorois may kepe it. H Be-war fi hart* fro hym be not 
sondyrf f of f ou in adue?*site or wrechidnes bo sett, for so f ou salt 
be worf i wet// Ioy to haue hym [&] hym to lufe wet/ioutyn eyndf, [Foi. 
U In fat certan a trew lufar fi-self fou scheuys, fe mynde of god 

2-4 if fou suff'yr not slyp, prosperite or grefe qwhedyr so cum. If OgoodJesus, 
gude Ihesu. fat gaf me lyfe, me in-to f i lufe desirand lee(J, Al myn uiC ^** ™* 
entent take to [fe], fat fou be alt my desire nor be-3onde fe no- let my heart 
f inge my hart* sal desyre. IT Soro c^7'tan & ali heuynes fro me suld? twng beyond 

28 pas, & to me cum fat I desire, if my saule had hard or takyn fe 
songe of f i praysyuge. U ])i lufe eucr in vs myght* byde, qwher-of 
we may it fey It. / Jjerfore my mynde to f i power take & make itt Jesus, fix my 

lifi&irt oil 

stabylt, fat vfiih vayn & vnp?"ofetabil fantesis it vanisch nott nor Tiiee. 
32 with errors be scomyd, nor be it bow yd? to erthly felicite or lufe or 
louyng*, bot my mynde so in f e sattyld? so in f i lufe byrne fat, vfiHi 
no chauns sodan ne auysyd it* be kelyd. U Any creature of fis if i set my 
warld? certan if I luf, fat* to my list in alt kynde suld pleis, & I my inanycrea- 

o 1 i, , , ±' » J tureofthis 

36 Ioy & ende of my solace in it I sett*, qwhen it* to me suld cu??i I world the 

•^ "^ ' ^ parting 

my^t* welt dreed? for byrnynge & bittyr partynge, / for alt felicite would be 

fat I haue in slike lufe in f e ende is bot* greteyng* & soro qwhen it* 

drawes nere fat payn moste bittifly f e saul suld? ponysch. U Alt 

40 likynge also fat men in fis exile has behaldyn, to hay is likynde 

u 2 
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fat now floriacliyB & waxis greyne tot sodanly it vanyschis as it hi 
not bene. H So no meruayle }e icy of fiis M-arlde semya to (lame 
fat rights behaldi'g, & solaa of eynly bondo ilk* odyr filoynge in on 
astftte nexier abydes, bot pasais, to it cu»* to nogbf . In labyr neaer- 
Jie-lea & greyfe aH stjindiB, & no man may fat eschew. H J3e 
ityuda certane of ttew lufe & not fenytt is Jiia fat" if staad ay 
stabyH & with no new fing' channge. f )3e lyfe ferfore (laf lufe 
myght fynde & truly knaw if in mynda, fro soro it sal be tumyiS 
to iuy vnapokyn & in aej-uys of melody it is connerflant. Songa 
Cretan it eat lufe, & in Ihe^n synganti, to a byrd! it sal be liltkyniJ to 
■I fe deedl syngantP. f & in fe diynge pacaunter solace of charit«fiiH 
11 Bonge Bal not wante, if it^ happyne liym to dy & not swyftly to his 
Jufe go. AftyE his passage, foraolfi, rai i uelusly he sal he lyff in-to 
lovynge of hia raakar, & more fan may be trowetli syngand' w*t7i 
likynge saH flaw & iii-to aeraphms ctiynge sojne BaH risa, ao paV in 
louynge he saH gyf lijt &. bisilj b>rn endlflsly. per saH be hala- 
ynge of lufe, & swetnea of lufars m hart sal be coupyld', loynyiig of 
frendw sal atande eiier ; H fe awete mouth aal gyf likynge kiaaynga 
™ & per lufe sbI neuej' seea. fl Presena of niy hife to me gettia gladaea 
■ vu-meaurde & aikymps, & of heuynea vi\Ji hyia I haue no myndsj 
aH adnej'aite vanyschis & aH ofec deayres aperia nof, bof fa ac 
stiUyd & diapirischyd, & he allone me holly refreschya & inlappia 
Jint my mynde allone byrnyngly has desiryd. It Truly if fou criate 
lufe with aH fi wii & aH fylth of wyckednea fou hatis & fi harf 
fou gifis to liym it hoght", fer he fi lorde be begrace, not fe feynd 
be syn ; // Ala ))i saule criate truly has soghf & vnferde & in aekynge 
wolde not^ ceea to tyme Jjou fonde hym, so to eudles loy Jiou salf be 
led & in a bliate aeet to god be nere. jjei-fore I counaeH fe to lufe 
as I haue expouniJ : with aungela take fii place. H jjia ioy & 
woTschip he-war fou aeH not" for fowl vanite of fleschly luste ; 
behalil wysely fat lufe of creatures exclude fe not fro hife of god. 
f\ In erthe hate fou no wreuhidnes, hot fat may fi pure lufe caat 
OUCT" & sturbyil ; / for piirfite lufe is atronge as ileedi, hardo aa hett: is 
tru lufe, Lufe forsoth is a lyght byrdyn, fie berar nof chargeaniJ 
bof lightynandl; fe qwhilk jong' wiVi aid niakt's glad!; in fe qwhilk" 
loya acumfeturs of feyndts fer pray takyn ; in qwylk feghtara ar 
ml defeuilyiJ agayiie fe flescfi. and fe world!. Lnf is gostly wyne, 
niyndis of chosyn moystand', & makes fame bolJe & manly, fnt 
fe venemw* likynge of fe warhf fa ha forgetyn nor fcraf haa 
no care hot rather grete scorne. H Of holj- lufo no lufar fcrfore 
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may lose, bot* nedis wyn mykilt, if he kepe it truly in harf. U Lufe 
wttA-oute payn bidys in Jje saule of a lufar, as lufars has schewedf, 
for lufe makw porfyte & payne destroys. / Pa?-fyte makandf and 

4 destroyand ar contrary ; J>erfore Jje hart* pa;-fitely lufand? felis no 
payne ne heuynes, nor is not* sory ne stui-byldf. / J)us sothely standis 
not* to-gider* parfite lufe & wrechidf heuynes. U Eff-sones fat fat 
is doyne gladly is not doyne paynf uUy. A lufar sothely wilfully & 

8 gladly wyrkys ; ferfore in his wark he has no wrechidnes, bot* he is 
happy, not strenycJ, not heuy, hot* glad & miry hym-self ay schew- a lover ever 

_._ r». • o #11 shows him- 

anof. Tl Lufe ferfore is fe swetest fmge & profetabilest* fat* eue?* seifhanpy. 
resonabytt creature toke. / Luf to god is most accept & moste lik- 

1 2 ynge ; it by ndw not* onely mynde vfiih bandis of wisdom & swetnes 
<& to god loynys, bot alsso flescR & bloyd it strenys, fat* man slip 
not in-to bigilynge swetnes & in-to dyuers desiris of errors. U In 
f is lufe he suldf wax myghty, strong* & our lyfe stande. U A better 

16 dwellywg* place ne swettar neu^r I fandl, for me & my lufly if has 

made on & on of too. H Jit* wardly lufe sal growe <fe perysch als But worldly 
flour of fey Id? in somyr, & more sal not* be f e loyand bot* as it wer perisVas a ^ 

■•/•ii-i.-i Till on • 1 summer 

o day, / so sikyrly sal it schort qwhyti last, & aftyr fat* in soro end, flower. 

20 & so doutles it saH: be bitter in fonde lufars. IT ]>er pride & play 
in fals bewte in-to fyltR sal be custyn, qwen fai in-to tormentw ar 
downcast, f «t w^'t^ fame sal endles be, not saH: itt passe, as dyd f er 
fals felicite & loy fai had in schyiiynge bewte, voyde hafe fa gone 

24 & swyftly vanyschyd aH: fai iu-Ioydf. U God truly gyfw fayrnes Beauty was 
to men & wymmen, not fat* fai to-gider in lufe suld byrn, f er and women 
makar despisand', as aH: neiehandf nowe doys, bot fat fai godt^ giftis Qo^'s giory. 
knawar«J in al f er hart* hym fa suld! glorify & lufe vncessyngly, & 

28 to fat* heucTily bewte to qwhome aH wardly bewte in co7?iparisone 
is noght, bisily fa suld desire. If in fe se?'uand25 of fis warldf 
schew lufly forme, / qwhat sal be fe bewte of godis childyr in 
hevyn seett* 1 Lufe we f erfore byrnyngly, for if we liife, in heuenly [Foi. 

32 myrth to c?'iste we saH: syiige with melody qwhos luf aH f inge 
ouercums. Lyf we f erfor in luf & also dye. 



Of J)e felicite & swetnes of goAis lufe & of J)e night- 
ingale songe & pr^yar for p^^seuerans of trew 
36 gostely sange ]><2t warldly lufars has not. 

[Cap. XIL] 
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^wettar lust I Itnaw not fen in my liart to (le, Ih&ni, to sy?n 

1 » fcO qwliome I liife, songe of fi l(iyfyi)ge. A Lettyr I'elicito I k»oi^ 

iiof Si moro pleuteuus fwn i« iiiyiide to t'eyH sweit iieytt of lufe, {&n 

of aH fiiTigis I hEJil it beat Il]^*ii in hart t-> aoet & no ofer Jiin 

desire. He truly has guJe be)jy?iiiyiige of liife Jjiit* has lufely teiiu 

uied with HWete longynge & (iesyre of Jiingi's euej-Iaatynge. II Oriat*! 

'- truly as wer in our lufe longt'g, qwliils he ya to gett' wtt/i c 

heef to )>e cros hyda ; bof well it is 83yd in play : ' Juf goB befort 
& Icdis fiB dawns.' J)(*t crist put fjus kwe not was hot* lufe. 
my s&vioai; my soul to oomforth ; in J)i lufe mnke mo atabyH, (>at I 
neuer cese pe to lufe. Soro do f on nway qwen I sbH p 
a synnar per ia non pat may not loy il lie to pe pfffhtely be turnyA 
of ^ awettyst Iliesu, of J)i meirj htwe myiida pat my life mny ba J 
lyght, wit/i vs7-tw fulfyUJ, my stronge enmy pat I oiien:um {.-yf r 
hey], on fjia wise I pcfty fe fat' I ha not' lost' with Jie chylile 
danipnaciofl. H Sen my saitle truly wttft- holy lufe wiia cnsenay(l(,M 
in longynge I am set of seynge pi maieata / Jjei'fore pe borar o 
pouerte madp, erthly dignite I despyae & of no worschyp I care, my 
ioy truly is frenscliyp. Qwhen I began to lufe, pi luf my hart toke 
& anfiyrJ me no-Jiinge desire bot lufe ; & fen pnn, god, in awete 20 
Ijglif my sawle mayd hyrne, ferfore ia pe &: be Jib I may dy & J^| 
heuynea none feyH. DelectabyH heef nlso is in hifynge hai-f , fat:^H 
has deiioryd heuy greyf in fyre of byruyuge lufe, here-of ia gifyn'TB 
awetnra, niusyk goaud pj'incipally betwix, Jie snule softynaiid Jjei* 2i 
ibe ]jou, my god & my comforth, (li tempyit has oi-damt. IT Jjcit Ioy 
'«» cM-tan ia fuH deliciua to qwhillc I jerne, A no man more couotus in 
ive. alike desyre mny he, Qwarfona niy lufly aaule in-to fe kynge of hee 
empyre ala wer pe apouse aiayaiid pua ssya : ^1 Lufe haldis my harf 28 
with hnndis vnlouayd & in alike gouemance it aettis & so gretely 
byndis wit?; mefuel»a maiatry pat to dy rather Jjen lyfe itt plesya to 
Jint. J)i« flow;- cactan may not endf, so is my freynd! byruanrt in 
lufe & bis ioy deede ayngi's Sc melody. IT In the begynnynge truly 32 
of my coMuersiofi & t-yngidere purpoya I foghP I wah! be lyke ]» J 
lityH byrde fat for lufe of fe lemman longw, bnt in longynge it viM 
Tin niKhiin- gladynd! qwhen he cujjiys fat it lufis, Alao it longi>, bot in awetnoa ' 
Sght'i*"^ & heef.' It ia aayij fe nyghtgate to songe & melody all nyght is 3 
Cue, but' lam Syfy^i fft 8che may pleis" hym to qwliome ache is loyiiyif. If How 
>i™iiiTh?ng mykiH more with greltyst awetnea to criate, my IhcBu, I aiilil' synge, 
Tii?i.r"»ue. ffit ia apouse of my saule, be aH fia present lyfe fat is nyght in 
' k Ictnudo canit, caucnilo & laugiitt acd iu Julcsdiiio k a.: 



w 
e, 
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regarde of clerenes to cum, to longe, longyngly in lufe dee, deyngly 
I sal wax stronge & in lieet I sal be norischyd?, & ioy I sal & loy- 
and likynge^ of lufe synge vftih myrtli, & as wer of a pype hote [Poi. 

4 deuocion sal gif songe & aungelis melody my sa[u]l to fe hyest sal ^ 

3elde wil/i-iufortli dressyd. And of fe mouth offyrdf in the awtyr of 
god/« loifynge, so J>at* my saule ati-way be gredy to lufe & neuer 
fayti with heuynes or slawth fro jje desyre it tok. llolnes sothely 

8 of mynde, redyiies of wyH, heet of ve?Tay desire, & turnynge to god 
be contynuance of foght, fat ar in holy saules, suffyrs fame not 
dedly to synne, And if fa be freylnes or ignorans synne, ouone True lorers, 
viiih bo my\iis bai ar raysyd to tru penance, nor longe in synne ba ignorRnce, 

AFfl Qllll'klv 

12 sal byde, fof it wor \i\ijnff fat fa drw to. / Venyal forsoith fat fa raised to 
do, in fyre of lufe fa waste, o les fat any Ytiih slike negligens be 
cast down fat f ai weyn it be no synne in fat f ai trespas, & charite is 
not Inogh to putt away all f e payn worf i or els fa ha no tribulacion 

16 qwher-w^'t/i fer synne suldf be puigycK In comyng^ certan of luf fe 
lufar harf is byrnyd ; hattar f e?i fire is f is meruellus heef , f e qwhilk* 
f e mywdf swetelyest gladyns & fro f e heef off tynnes tenipms & 
schadois. U Gude ihesu, gyf me orgonly & heuenly songe of 

20 aungels, fat* in fat I myglif be rauL-^chyd? & f i worschip besily 
synge ; fat f ou gaf to me not* knawynt & vnconyng*, now gif agayn 
to me expcrte & askyng*. Chirw me in myith of f i heuenly lufe, cherish me 
fat I firy be fune in my last end', & w/t/i ioyf iiH: songe in-to my Thy heavenly 

24 sfiule liglite, schew me swete chirischinge in f i gude wylt, fat my 
defautis here be ponyschydf & clensyd in fat wys fat fou has 
knawen in fi me?'cy agayiis hy77i drawynge to fe, not* as fou 
chiryschis in fi wretli, floriscliars of fis warld', to qwhome temporal 

28 prospmte fou gyfs & endles puyns kei>ys. Warldly lufars sothely 

wordis or ditis of owr songe may knaw,^ for f e wordis f ai rede, hot My heart 
not & toyne & swetnes of sonce bai may not* lere. cude Ihesu, bound in the 

, . , 1 , .,,!.. « T , 'thoughtof 

my hart fou has bun \n f oght of f i name, & now I can not hot Thy name. 

32 synge it ; f erfore haue mercy on me, makand? pa;'fyte fat fou has 
ordanci*. If J)i tru & besy lufar is rauischid in-to gostly songe of 
mynde, fat it is inpossibyti any slike swetnes of fe feynde to be, 
or slyke hete of any creature, ne slike songe of maws wytt, in qwliilk 

30 if I abyde I sal be safe. 

Truly it behoues fat smale synnes we be not glad to do fat wilt 
grete synnes pa?*fitely eschw. He truly fat knawyngly & 
wilfully fallis in-to fe lest, vnauisyd? to gretter oft*-tymes sal fali. 

^ non autem cautica nostrorum carmiuura. 
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U Itt long/* truly to lufe to desyre iw-to grete wrechidnes rdpei' to 
faH: fen ona syn. No-J)inge if is nedefuH:, likynge, ryclies, strenglit* 
or fayrnes to seyk*, bof scorne it is to hym j)at in j>e dome of )?e 
kyiige euerlastynge sal be made kni^t "with p^rfite bewte of menibyrs 4 
& clerenes of colot^r ; qwher nowder sal be to mykyl ne to lityti in 
J>e heuonly haH: qwher he sal saryf to pe emprowx in warld? of \varldi«, 
Amen. 

Explicit Itbei de Incendio Amoris, Eicaidi Hampole Jiereinite, trans- 8 
latua m Anglicum instancijs domine Margarete Hesli/ngton, 
recluse, per /ratrem Eica.Td\xm Misyn, sacve theologie hacha- 
laureu7w, tunc Priorem. Lyncolmensemy ordinis carmelifaruni, 
Anno domini M\CCCCxjL'icv\ in festo tmnslacionis sanoti 12 
Martini jEJpiscop^*, guod est iiij nonas Iulij\ j^er dxcixim fratvem 
'EicB.ViJtam Misyn scxiptuin ^ coirectum. 
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II. Clje IHeiitring flf ^\it, or 

%\\\t flf Jibing* 

ENGLISHED FROM HAMPOLE'S "DE EMENDACIONE VITAE" 
4 By RICHARD MISYN IN 1434. 

[MS. in Univ. Coll., Oxford.] 

l)is boke is of mendynge of lyfe, or ellis of J)e rewl cfoi. 
of lyfynge, destinct in-to xij chapiters : The fyrst, 
8 of conu^rsyon or holy turnynge. pe secund^, of 

J)e despisynge of J)is warld^. ]>g Ipxide, of pou^rte. 
J)e fowrte, of ]>e settynge of mans lyfe. J)e fyft, 
of tribulacio2^n. J)e sext, of paciens. J)e sevynt, 
12 of prayer, J)e aght, of ineditacio?m. pe ix, of 

redyng^. ]>e x of' cle;*^nes of mynde. pe xj, of 
]>e lufe of god. J)e xij, of godis co;^te;;^placio^^n. 
Of ))is, als god wil gr<2unt, we salk^ pursw. 

16 ffirst, of conu^sion. [Cap. I.] 

lary J)ou not to oure lorde to be tumyd?, ne pnf if not* fro day Deia,r not in 



T 



to day : for oft-tymes cruelte of deecJ rauischis wrechis, & God. 



fame faf irkw now to bo turnyd, bittymes of payns sodanly de- 

20 vouris. U Of vs may not* be no>vmbyrdf, how many wardly, wykkyd 

presumpsyone has begilyd. / U Grete synne truly it is, in godis 

me?'cy to trest, and fro syn not* sees, trowyng* godz* mercy be so 

mikyti, fat to synnars, lightwes payn he wiS not* gyff. H * Wirk* 

24 30 f e^'fore qwhils it* is day : fe nyght* truly cu7??ys in qwhilk* no 

man may wyrk*.* Lyght* or day, fis lyfe he cals, in qwhilk* we aw 

neuer of gude wirkynge cees, knawand fat* deed to vs is sykyr, f e Death is <?«- 

owre of deed truly vnsikyr. J)e nyghf, deed? he cals, in f e qwhilk* uncertain. 

28 membyrs ar bun, wittis ar put* by. And any helefuH; f ingts now may 
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■we not wyrk', bof after owr warki's, Joy or tumieiitry we sal reaoyltt 
H III a pojTit we lyfe, 3a Itsa Jjen a poyiit*, for [if] aH our Jyle to lyfiH 
eue/'lastynge we waliJ likkyu, nojt* it' ia. H Jjerfore oui'e lyfe liuw 
waste we in lufe of vauite uoP wi't/i-aute greii7ia daiiipiineyone, & aH 4 
day neeligentf, w/t/(-out forjiinkynge, ydiH we stain V ! H Lorde, 
fe/'foi'e turne vs & we saH be tumyil ; h.eyl vb & we aaH bo helytt'. 
H Many truly ar not' belyd, bot rotis & \ei- ivoudya featyr, for to- 
day to god! tumyd toniorne fvo hym, [jiai ar tiirnanii], to-day doand! 8 
penance, to-niome, to yer iH tajTitiniB, [Of elike it is seid] : we 
bane cniyd babilon & it is not belyd, foe to criate it is not truly 
tumyiJ. IT Qwbat ia tumyng' to god bot fio fe warli! tumyiig', & 
fro Bynne, fro fe feynde & fro Jie fleseSI If Qwbat ia turnyn^'' fro 12 
god bot turnynge fro guyde vncbawngabyH to guyde cbiiwngabyH, 
to likynge bewte of creature, to fe feynd/s wavkjs, to Inst of Jje 
fleacbe & fe warW! not w/t/i goynge of feytt to goyd we ar 
tumyJ, bot wit?s ohawng/s of onr desyrs & manere. % TLirnyiigo 16 
also to goyd is doyno, Jie echarpnea of owr niyndya qwliils we in-to 
liyni drees, liis connsayH & hia C07imminentya euprmore we Jiinkiji 
fat of vs fa be fulfiUyd, & qwber-eiier we be, aytt we stanif we, 
drejd! of god fro our hartis pasaia nott. II Of dreyd I apeyk nott 20 
[:at !iaa payn, bot of ))at fat ia in cbarite, w/t/t qwliilk* w« gif 
renwence to fe pj'caence of eo grete a maieate, & all-way we dreyd in 
any lityH Jiinge fiat we offend! not. Jjus sotliely disposyd, fro fie 
warlrt! to god tmly [we] ar turnyd! [& fro fie warld turned]. % ffro 34 
fe warld to be turned ia not ellia bot iiH Inatis to put liak, & 
bitternes of fiia warU, for god glailly sufEyr, nH idyH occupaciona to 
forgott & warldly emnd/s, in eo niikyH ]j((t owr aaule lioly to god 
tumjiP, to an fiingis in fie warld to be lofyd or aojgbt pitbily it 28 
dyis. H To heueniy desyrea fierfore gy^yn ha gode euflcmore before 
fer eyue as bym vnwerily euej- fiai auld bebalde, ala beria witnes [m 
holy prophett wher be aayd! : PiouideJxiia rfoniiwum in coTiepedu 
meo semiiei, fat is to say ; ' In my eyght enermore owr lorde 1 before 33 
aawe,' not onely Jje space of a iiowre, as do fai fat aH ertbely 
fayre or lufly be-fore ]jo eyne of fiei' bartti's aettw, fie qwliillt fa 
bebalif, In wbllk fiame liki's & to rest be lufe deayria. And eft fje 
prophet aaya : 0(^iili mei, eeiiiper ad doTainwn, 5iioniam yisfi euell- 36 
ei de laqiieo pedes meoa, / fat ia : 'Myn eyn eumnore ac to owr 
lorde, for he fro fe snare ray feyt aaH delyuer.' // Be fiis ia schewyd 
fjfit bot if owr inward eyn to crist Ynweriiy be raisyd, fie snaris of 
temptucione wo niay not scape. And fat owi'e eyti of hart be not 40 
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fixyd in god, ar many Icttyngt^, of whilk put we sum. U Abun- 
dance of Riches, flate^ynge of wy??imen, ffayrnes or^ bewte of ^outbe : 
J>is is fe tbrefoldf rope fat vnnethis may be brokyn, & 3it it bus be 
4 brokynne & despisyd, fat^ criste may be louyd?. He truly fat desires 
criste truly to lutte, not* onely wet/i-oute heuynes bot vfiih a Joy He who 

• 11 IT- T -I mx k •% ' • would love 

yn-mesurde he kest/if bak an finge bat hym may lett*. if And m bis ciinst tmiy 

y ^ r J '^ . , cants aside all 

case nowdyr fader ne modyr ne hym-solf he sparis, no mans chere hindrances. 
8 he takt8, violence he doys to all his lettars, & all ostakyls he byrstw 
to-gidyr ; qwhat-euer he may do, hym fink it lityH: god for to lufe. / 
ffro vices he flees als man braynles, & to v^artlly solace he lokis nott*, 
bot c^'tanly in god holy dressyd nerhand his sensualite he has 

12 forgettyn. // U Ati inward he is geddyrd?, aS in criste he is lyfte ; 
so fat qwhen men se he als semys heuy, wondirfully he is glad. 
Eot many f er ar fat say to god f ai wilt turn, bot* 3itf f ai say f ai Many who 
may not, for by f is occupacions or odyr f ai ar haldyn bak ; qwhos to God make 

16 coldf myndf heviyngly we reprefe. fifor w/t/i-owten doute, and fai 
wer tochyd vfiih f e lest spark of crista* lufe, onone with aft besynes 
fai suldf seyk qwhilkts way to god/5 se?'uis fai myght* cum, and in 
sekynge fai suld? not sees to fa had fun. U Excusacioii oft-tymes [Foi. 

, A Li \ X • "• J 

20 fa feyn, qwhilk rather accusis fame more. / Kiches forsoitn many Many are 
wtt//-drawes, flaterynge of wymen begilys, & fa fat* long* ha doyne riehen and 

nAvLory ox 

weH:, su??i-tymo be f aim in f e warste dyke ar drownyd. I* or fayrnes women. 
soyne is lufyd, & qwhen it Mis f e self lofyd, lightly it is chirischyd, 
24 and chosyn is kest down, & wars he is made after tumynge or 
co«ue?*sion fen he was before. J)en his name is blekydf, and he fat 
before was worfi, of ati men now is despisyd & of ati hatyd?, Once worthy, 

' . ^ 1 • i_ J nowdespiaed. 

H Truly a man I saw of qwhome fai sayd? fat fyftcne 3ere his body 
28 [he] chastisyd with meruelz^ scharpnes and afte?-ward? skrithyn in- 
to synne with his seruandis wyfe for liir to his deed myght* not be 
partyd. In his diynge truly fai sayd, p?'estt8 fat to hyme come he 
waryd & sacrament/5 refuj*yd? to resayffe. Newly turnyd fe?*fore The converted 
32 aw forto fie occasyon of synnyng*, worde, deyd? & sight* to iti stir- J};^®^^ J^Jj;: 
rynge with wyHe a-woyd. \)e more vnlawfuti a fing* is, fe more it »"»». 
i« to be forsakyn. J)e feynde also strongly vp-braidys agayns fame 
qwhilk* he seis fro hym turnyd & to god turnyd, & cessis not 
36 fleschly <fe wardly desyr to kyndytt. H Lusti^ before doyne to 
mynde he bryngts desolacion of f e contrit,^ & vnprofetabyti desires 

^ or altered from off by the writer. 

2 et innumerabilia fantasiuata cogitacionum vananim & affeccioiium inu- 
tilium. 



Despising ihe World, 

■n.e penitent fame-Self' Tneiiya fiaf before wer slnliyncj. IT Emonge fiis )ie penitent 
umn fill I J, mill manly hym-aelf bus vae & gostely armore take, fie deuyH A att liia 
^nMthe suggestions gayuataniJ & fleaobly desires sloek^ & euer desire to godia 
lufe ; Jje warldis deapiayng" fro hym go not, oi fe qwhilk' now we 4 
saH speyk. ^^^ 

Of Jje warld/* despiajnge. [Cap. IT.] ^^M 

1^13 warlde to despyse is aH tempocaU fiingw & pasaand, wiiJi- 
J outen [ler lufe fiia lyffe to passe, / In ]jia no-))iiige bot' god to 8 
seyk', of aft vaynglory & aoLia not to charge, vnnetliis fi iieseeasaria 
takaud, & if fiai sum tyine wante guduly bere it. j)is ia ilespisynge 
Tiiiihiwdii. of ]jis warld. Haue Jiia ira mynde if }jou wylt not ho slayn. J3us fe 
■urti. warld is despisyd & nut lufd'. AB sotliely pat we lufe we worschip ; 1 2 

fowle it is alao dyrt to worachyp, And )>iit ia erthly pinge to lufe. / 
Jjiirfore |)is ricbc cbynchis in fowlest tiltbia & atyiilce tiyiidVs ptun- 
self praft, & loys to be caliJ lordi's of men, [^of ^id be |)rall to 
viuia]. If a man be lorde of men, not of kynde put ia bot of 16 
fortune ; pat man to visae ia aogett, ia off frawariF wili. Put away 
fecfore pi wickyd wiH, & fro fe fend pou sali be fi*e & fro syn 
made pe aej-uaiidw of rightwianea, pat teoliia pe erthly pingi's not 
hife. n Couetys of the warld! & god*'s lufe truly ar co/itrary and in 20 
one saule to-gidjr reatys not ; pe place is ao atraytte pe tone fallis 
oute. 1i J3e more sothely pou kestw oute couetis, god/s l\ife more 
pou tastw. ])e more couetys, pe lease charite. % wrechyd aawle, 
qwbat sekys pou in pis warlJ qwhere pou aeya aft pingis deaeuabyH 24 
'i& passanciJ J3ai aonneat begylis pe fat nioate flatyrs pe. Qwhy 
bisya pou for dedely pingi's 1 qwby jernis pou v/ilh grete desire 
pingM pat snH peryal Seys pou not somnar thai perya pen Jai ar 
gettynl H Bot I wote qwhere pou dweft, qwher satanas aeet is, 28 
fat pi eyn has blyndyd & be his falaed pe acorned, so pat fou sulde 
desire fleand fingj's & lufe hatefuft ping/s and deapyse abidynge 
piugis & to vanisthynge fiiigis drawea. & so Jjow sett('« fi-self on 
3 fawte grounde & qwhen jiou wenys to stand in fyre pou fallis. 33 
H Dwellars in tempocaft plente, be fyve pinges pat pa lufe ar 
bcgilyd! : he riches, be dignite, be wyft, be power, & be worschip. / 
Jjies byndia pame ire aynnes, in defautya stienys ; W!'t/( pis luatis ba 
ar ouej'comen & ueuyr ar lowsyd bot be deeiJ — bot ^er lowaynge ia 









3 later Iiuud abovo the liiie, 



iue, Bat^^l 
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to late, qwhen \er is no more but endeles payne. )?is lettw fame 
})e warld? to despise, fro godts lufe, fro kiiawlegi^ of fame-self, & fro 
be desire of be heuenly kyngedome. IT No man may be sauyd, be No man can 

bo savdd f x~ 

4 warld? wit/i alt fat^ is \erin bot* if he cees to lufe. U Sees f e?*fore cept he cemte 
qwhils beet is in fe body & 3it faire age of 30uthe abidys. Qwbat world. 
J?inges salt lyke hyme fat hym-self disposys criste to lufe 1 Jouthe He rau«t 
he saH despise, his streiight to god he saH keep, riches he countw ^oiieB, &c. 
8 for noghf ; fat faymes of f is vanite is gras desayuabyH he saS take 
heed. / Qwarto saH: I rynne be on & on 1 AH f ingw parfitely he 
satt despise fat in fis warld? as schadow passys. H ffleschly wimt is there 
lufar, in fe flescR what fyndis fou qwhar-for in it fou so delyte^l loving p 

12 U J)e forme or schappe fe plesys, or has fou now fi loy in a skynne, 

qwhat is hyd vndyr f e skynne qwhy takes fou not heyd? 1 Or is not fleshly 
knaws fou not fat fleschly faymes^ is coue?yng< of fylth, and covering of 
dreggis of corrupcion, & oft cause of dampnacion? U Enogh fe?'- ruption? 

IC fore be it to fe ati ofer despisyd god to lufe, god to love, YJith god 
to be, In god to loy, fro hym not to part^, hot to hym wtt/i desyre 
vnslokynd to drawe. U To despise fe warld? fe selfe compellis, fat 
is so fuH; of wrechidnes, In qwhilk^ is males abydand, pe?'secucion 

20 destruawd?, bolnand wreth & fretynge luste, fals blamynge of synnes, 
bitt^mes of sclaundyr ; qwher all f inges ar cowfuse wzt/i-owtyn ordyr, 
qwher nowfe?* rightwisnes is lovyd ne trewth apreuyd', qwher 
faythefulnes is vnfaithfuH, & frenschip crueS, fat* stand is in pros- 

24 perite & failis in aduersite. IT Odyr f ingi5 ^it fer ar fat vs suld? 
meue to f e warldw despisyng* : chawngynge of tyme, schortnes of 
fis lyfe, sikyr deed, vnsikyr chawnce of deed, stabilnes of euer- 
lastyngnes, vanite of f ing/5 present, trewth of loys to cu??i. Cchese choose what 

VOU will I 

28 what fou wyH; fe warld? if fou lufe, wit/i it fou saU perysch; If the world and 
bou luf criste, wet/i hym bou sal rene. christ and 

Of pouerte. [Cap. III.] 

If bou wiH be parfite, go sell aU fat fou has & gif it to pore, & seu^what*"^ 
32 Qwm & fylo [me], crist. In forsakynge of warldly f inges & in giveto^tVe 
filoynge of cristly f inges he schewis fer is perfeccion. / Forsoythe fouow Me. 
all felois not criste fat fer gudys has forsakyn, for many ar wars AUdonot 
after forsakynge of f ars fen fa before wer. })en certan fa sarif to 
36 bakbitynge, & gude fame of fer neghburs fa drede not to with- 
draw ; In envy fen fa bolne, In males fa gnayste, f am self fa sect SSdoui™* 

^ The u'ritcr was going to piit farcness, hut altered it. 
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before aH o|)er, Jjct" fltftte fa praiso, al odyr oivdyr Jm dispraye or 
dampnia. How trowea Jiou fat^ fio feynd elite liaa begUyd, fat 
nowfper has (le warld ne gode ; qwlioni be dyuers wyllis to endles 
toM;-me7itry lie ledya. H Jjou fat viidiistaudis fot I lia sayd, take fi 4 
pouej'te a-nofs!' way. Qwlien fat he says go & eeH, ha niarlti'a 
cliniviifiynge of fi desire [&] of fi foght', als f us : he faV was 
prowde, now be lawly, faV was wmtlifuH now be meyk', he fwt was 
enviuB now be charitefuH, be-fovo couetjis now lai^e & discrete. 8 
And if he wet vnclene, iiof only fro aH ili bot fro aH likjyiiea of 
yH now abstene. *\ And if tie befitre ba nieefr or drynke dyd 
exces, now be fustynge lat by7ii amenif. He sothely faf lufyj fe 
warlde to mikyH, now aH-to-gidyt to crbt^ lufo gedyr hym-self, aH 12 
fe BjKitpilynyt'i* of liia liarf fest lie in on desyre of fingtn euer- 
liistyng'. & BO 110 niemayti to hyni saH wylfuH pouerP bo frute- 
fiiH, & fe noy fot he for god suffyra, a gloriiw crown. Beaii 
paupeies sphitu, juoniajis ipswnm est regnaia rdomva, jj fat is to 16 
Bay : ' blissyd be fai faf a\ jmyr in spiiytt, for fees ia fe kyngdonio 
of bouen,' Qivluit ia poueit' of spirit bot' nieltenea of luyiide, be fe 
qwbilk a maue knawes liis awen i?jfirmite1 Seand fat he to pm-fyte 
» stabilnes niaye not cum bot be fe grace of goil, aH finge fat Lym 20 
1. myghf lett* fro pat grace, lie forsak/a & nndy in ioy of bis niakar 
he aettia bis desire. *\ And als of o rots apryngin many braundbes, 
BO of wyJfnH ponert^ on f is wyae takyn jwoced/s vertuea & mamilnea 
vntrowed!. Not as sum f it chawnges fu clufes & not ffi- aawlis, 24 
rychea sothely if semya fa, fcr^ake & viiia ixnowniberabiH' fni ceea 
nof to gedyr. / Qwhaf is wars fen a poyr man prowei?, qwhafc 
more enrsedl fen a envyii* bpg^ai 1 / If fon truly aH finge for god 
forsake, see more qwhat* f;u deipisis fon fou foTsakea. 1! Tak 28 
1, heed! biaily how fou feloi'i crjate m manei-s. Diseite inqait a jne 
quia mitit sum ^ ImmiliH curde: ' Lerne of me, be says, for I am 
meek* & lawe of hart.' he aays not ' lerne of nie for I am pore,' 
n pouert truly be fe self ia no vertew but rafer wrecbidnea, ne for fe 32 
It self prayaed bot for it is f e instrument of vertew & helps bliaaydnes 
■ to geet* & makis many eschew many occnsyons of synnynge ; & 
fei-fore it is to bee pcflsyd & deairyd. li A man [it] lettis to be 
wotaehipydf f of aH he be vci-tnus, bot raf ec despisyd it makes hyme, 36 
to be outii'led & cast oute enionge lufai's of f e warldf ; aH qwhilt" to 
a auifyr for crista ia hely medefuH. Jjei'fore criste to o^n' exsaiimpyH 
a poyr lyfo in fis ivay leed, fot he knew famu fjit bolne in riches & 
1 JUS. l>e 



n riches ^^^H 
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likywg of ])e hard hevyn to entyr. U Jjerfore, J)at men more gredily 
pouert* suldf desire, to fame J)at ati finge for hym forsakes liy 
worscbip be has behest, & lustisly power, sayand, Vos qui rell- 
4 quistis omnta ^ secvti estis me, sedehitls super sedes duodecim, 
iudicantes diiodecim trilms ibTael, fat is to say : * 30 fat* alt f iiige 
has forsakyn & feloyd me, sal syf on xij setis, demand fe xij t?-ibi3 
of israel/ U ])ai sothely fat* has wilfuti power & wantis meeknes 
8 & lawlynes fat criste techis, ar more wrechyd' fen fai fat has 
plente of alt riches, nor in f e day of dome fai saH not take f e place 
of fe apostils worfines, hot fai sail be cled? with fe dowblett* of 
confusion, fat* is dampnacyon of body & saul. U }5ai sothely fat in Even the 

12 mekenes & lawlynes schynys, fof fai haue mikeH ryches, on fe andWiy, 
right hand ^it of criste qwhen he demys fai saH be sett*. U Su?yi ^'^*1?*'* ^^^^^ 
men sothely say : * alt we may [not] leefe, we ar seek, our necessarys 
behouys vs kepe, fat we may lyfe, & fat is leefuH ] ' Bot fai ar f e 

16 les worth for angwysse, pouert* and nedynes for god fai dar not 

sufifyr. U Jit to f e heght* of vertew fai may cu??i be grace of god & They may 

••. «., , . .- ft come to the 

fam-self lyft to contemplacionne of heuenly finge.v, if fa foi-sake height of 
seculer occupacions & erandis, & rise vnwerily to f inke & pray. And go^'s Knwe. 
20 f e gudys fat fai haue not w^'t/i ful lufe to hald*, bot faim havynge 

to forsake. IT Take heed also, more to seek Ftanl Inogh it is fowle seek not 

■-r J o more than 

couetys, bi necessaris to kepe it* is freilte, bot to forsake alt binge is enough; 

•^ ' ' ^ ' r o to forsake all 

parfitnes. IT J)e^-fore qwhils fa se hy f ingw fat fai touche not, of "'lWj"„ 
24 smale f Inge's fat fai haue fa enpryd not nor p^^esumys, so fat to f e 
ordenance of mans lyfe mane?*ly fa may ascend, of f e qwliilk now 
felois. 

Of J)e settynge of mans lyfe. [Cap. IV.] 

28 T^at man to f e worschip of god & his awen profett* and profet of 
-» his neghbur rightwisly be drossyd, ffowr f inges ar to be sayde : 
ffyrst, what it is fat filis man. And it ar iij synnes or iij kyndz> wiiat defiles 
of syn, fat is to say, of foght*, of mouth, of wark*. U In boght of thought, 

■' ii M fj to word, and 

32 synnes man, qwhen he finkw oght* agayn god, if he his hart* occupy deed; 
not \fiih lufe & louynge of god, bot suflpyrs it vfiili dyuers foglitis^ not loving 
& f e warlde to go voyde. In mouth he synnes qwhen he lys, lying, 
qwhen he forswers,^ qwhen he weris, qwhen he bakbitis, qwhen he perjury, 

36 defendis a wronge, qwhen he fond spech, fowl spech, vayn or idyli foui speech, 
bryng?'8 forth. U In deyd he synnes many wyse : be lichery, syn- lechery, 

^ si illud diversis cogitacionibus abstrahi & in mundum vagari permittat. 
* forsakes is struck out hy the writer before forswers. 
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fiilly towchinge, kissynge, wilfully liym-aelf fllynge, / or proraryiig" 
oi. or BUSteiiyngB occnsyona wiVi-outyno greto cause be qwhijk' lie 

iiing, trows ho myght be filyd; in roLbynge, stelynge, begilynge, sinyt- 
Hntnuriaeiynge and odyr. H J)e aecuud, qwhilk }>a ar fat clensyg man) And 4 
iij ))a ar agayn. iij before Bayif, / [lut is to say : coiitriciou of Jjoglit 
& pullynge owt of deayrs fat' longe not to lovynge or woiscliip of 
iibsiinn, goU. IF Confessyon of mowth, fat aw to be tyniely, bare, & hole- 
ting, «iid Satisfaociofl of deyd, fat haa iij pajlris, Jiut ia to say ; fastynge, for 8 
be has synd agayna hym-aelf" ; prayer, for he liaa aynd agayna god ; 
Almus, for he has synd agayna hia neghbur. H Jit aay I not he euld 
do almiM of odyr mena gude, hot he aaH raatore, for ayn ia not for- 
gifyn bot if it be reatoiyd fat ia withdrnweii. If J3e fird, qwhilk" 13 
aiyiiionffhi kepya clennes of harf ; & it ar iij : qwhikk thoyth of gode, fat no 
tyme be in qwylk of gode fou finkea not exce[it aleep fat to aH 
roMKunra. ia conione. H Besy kepyng / of fi vtwanl wittis, fat tastyn[g] 
iw. Bauecynge, herynge & aeynge vudyr fa bridyli of gouej-nana wyaely 16 

be strenyil.'^ H Tlire fingi's also fat ar fa savis clennes of mouth : 
rafiiin™'" Aviaines of apech, mikett speche to eachw. And lyinge to hate. 
II Alsao thre fingts clennes of wirkynge kepya ; Meaure of mettis, 
oiiitnreof yH cumpany Ueyiig*, & oft mynde of deed, fl The fowrt', qwhilk 30 
ar fa f iit chiryach va, to cowforme va to godw wiH % & fee ar iij : 
fFyrst ensauuipil of nrenturea, fat ia bad be behaldyngo; H godw 
gudelynea, fat ia getyn be meditacion & prayer ; H & myrtS of fe 
heuenly tyugdoiae, f«t i[n] mnnei' is felt be contemplacioti. fl On 2i 
Ldh 1 man, f is wyae to lyfe f [e] niaa of god aete sal be as a tre fat is sett' be the 
[ram^.iiiL" vynyngB watyrs & flowyuge of gi'as, fat al-way sol be groyn in ysrtn 
iirtiiB, & neuer dry be synne, / fat sal gyfe frayt in tyme, fyt ia gude 
1- warki'a in exauropyH, & gude wordjB* to fe worscbyp of god, & fia 28 

sal not aeeli for vayngloiy. He says in tyme, agoyiia fame f iit gyfia 
eusaumpyH of fastynge in tyme of ettynge, & reuei-sa way also. 
1i And agayna couettis men f/it gyf fee fruyte qwhen it ia rotyn, or 
eliis fa pyf notf to fa dy. H (jeiior he prayd [wisely] fat aayd : 32 
H Bonitntem ^ digei/ilinaTa ^ gcienciam doi\e me, j/ fat ia to aay : 
' guydlynes, disciplyn, and conynge tech me.' qwliat is disciplyne bot 
iBipiino settyng* of nianera or oorrectynge 1 H ffirst f es-for be discijilyne we ar 
hIiudos- taght rightwysnea, & of iH correctyd ; & af te;* fat wee knaw qwat we 36 
suIiV do & what we suld' eaciiew. f At f e last aauei" wo no lleachly 



' st honestH occnpacio, sit stue legendo aiile aliiiuid de deo loqueudi 
gcribendo aut aliquiii nlile ngendo. 

' & bouB dal ad lubuldiwm : Ditbit iiii|nam ad liunoreiii Dei, noit veadet. i 



adet.^^1 
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l)Ot \mgis euerlastyng^, bot heueiily & godly. U And qwen a man yfi\h 
ati bisines to fe wyH: of bys makar bym-self has dressyd & growen a man, bav- 
in verteu, & o\er pa?"auntyr fat went before in stedfastnes of in virtue, 
4 lyuynge & desire of criste he hafe passyd, he aw^ not \er-oi to loy [Foi. 
np to hym-self gif no praisyng*, ne no trow hym-self better fen ode?* shouw not 
J)of fai be law, bot rather holdf hym-self foulyst & moste wrecliid. '**''» 
No man bot hym-selff* he sal deem & ati odyr sett beffore hym-selffe : and should 

Judge no mau 

8 he sail desire not to be cal(J holy of men, bot worf i to be despisyd?. but himself. 
Qwhen he emong*w men comys, he sold? procure to be last in noumbyr 
& leste in opinione. / ffor J?e gretter J>ou art, more meek fi-self in aft 
J)ingt».2 If ffor godw myght* is grete & of meek worschypd?; of 

12 prowd ferfore it is despisy<), for fa fer awn loy sekw, not* godw 
worachip. IT If fou truly in fauer of fe pepuH^ [pridis & wor- 
schip] for fame in f i lyfe fat* takw with gladnes, knaw it weel f ou 
base resaued f i meed, H And if f ou seme meruelt^ of penance & 

16 chastite, qwhils fou ioys more in mans loy fen aungellis, in tyme 

to cum noghf [bot] turmentry to f e sail be. )5e aw truly f i-self Despise yonr- 
parfitely despise & aH loy of f is warld playnly forsake, no-f inge bof the world. 
in f e sight* of godt's lufe to f inke or do, fat* all f i life inward & 

20 vtwarde f e p7*aysynge of god may cry. U In meet* & drynke be Be wise in 
f ow scars & wisse. IT Qwhils fou ettw or diynkw, mynde of f i god drinking. 
fat f e fedis fro f i mynde pass not*, bot prais, blys & glorify hym in 
ilka morsel, so fat f i hart* be more in goddis louynge fen in f i meet, 

24 fat* f i saule fro god be not partyd be any howr. J)us doand, be- Thus shait 

!> * -rt n-i • oi?T • thou deserve 

fore criste Ihe^u fou sail be worf i a crown, & f e fey ndis temptacions a crown, 
fat in metw & (Jrynkt's men moste waytis fame begilis, fou salt* 
eschew. H Owdyr sothely be vnmanerly takynge of foyde fro f e 

28 heth of vertew fa down cast, or be to mikyll abstinens in fat 

vertew fa breek*. Many truly fer ar fat in etyng< aSway flowe, so Many always 
fat ouer lityll or owr mekyll alway fai take, & fe forme of lyfynge ortoouttiein 
fai kepe neuer, q why Is now f is now fat fai trow be bette7\ Vnwyss 

32 & vntaght*, f e qwhilk* fe swetnes of criste lufe neuer feltte, trowes 

bat vnwyse abstinence be holynes, & bai trow bai may not* be of Abstinence is 

'^ "^ .. . not holiness, 

greet meed Anens god bott* if fai be knawen singuler of aU men be 
scars & Ynrigwys abstinews. Bot* truly, abstynens be f e selff* is not 
36 holynes, bot*, if it be discreet*, it helpis to be holy. If If it be indis- Street. ^ 

■I MS. an 

' & tunc coram deo invenies graciam sc. ezultantis, quia non camalia & 
terrena, sed celestia & divina. 

' Si in favore populi gloriaris & honorem tibi pro fama in vita tua oblatum a 
plebc cum gaudio sumis. 

HAM POLE. 1 
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erete, it lettis to be linly, fTor so it (JiBtrnya diaciplyne wit/(-oiit qwom 
vertnes ar tuniyd to wisse. H If a man will tuke syngulece abstjn- 
ence, sight of men Si ^er praysyng' he aw to eachw, JMt he be not 
onen thug prowd fro nogliV & eo loia aH. H Men truly WByti }iai be holiest i 
in.«iioi Jjaf pa. seo most abstinent, qwhen in trewl^ oft^tymes fiai ar fe 
warste. He certan fat truly has tastyd Bwutnea of endlea lufe, neuir 
[in] ahstynence he sal denie to paas any man, hot pe lawer a-nens 
hym-aelf he saif be eiipposyd in all mikylf aa a-nena men ha is 8 
liitldyn meruelua i« abstinence. J3e best is & to god plesand, as 
[F"i. I BUppos, to confonne fe in meto & drynke for |)e tynie & fe 

plase & honeste to fame wftA qwhome fon art, so pat Jjou seme 
not to wiifuft nor fenar of religion. H Knaw it truly wVtA- 1: 
oute dowt, if one or two thynke ivelf, jit odyr an ypocrite or a 
fiooiBwiii fenyd man wiH cali bym. H Eot sum per at couetua of vaynglory 
u wpminon j,at on no wise -wiH be haldyn oomon men, for owfej- bo lityH fai 
eett fiat alway apech of men to fame [la draw, or ofec maner of H 
metis fa procure to be spyn diuera fi'o ofsr— qwhos madnea and 
ohatinacioii be far fro me. Truly hokum counsel is frnt fai pat 
lityU faste, prefer fame of grettar abstinence, & sen fai mai not do 
ao grete abstinence, in niynde be aory ; And fai fat ar of grete 31 
nhatinens, siil<} trow oilyr Lear in veiteu, qwhoa verteu in qwhilk" 
fai paasa to men is hyiJ, Qwhils fer verteu, fat is to say abstinence, 
of many is prayaid ; hot if if be dyghf ivttA meekenes & charite, 
be for criste if is noght. ^ pe verteu treuly of oJyr is fe more in 3' 
fat if is nof of men scene. Qwho may knaw how mikyH lufe man 
has anens god, how grete compassioa anena hia neghbur! And 
doutles, fe vertew of charite al fastyng* or abstinence, and aH offr 
warkis fat may be seyn, wit/i-outyn comparison piiasia. And oft if 2' 
happyns, fat befor men is seyn lest« fastsr witA-in be-for criste in lufe 
is moste feruent. H It bohoues hyi« truly be strong* frtt manfully 
The iifjh la wil vse f lufe of god. // J)e flesch truly febyld vitli grete diseae, a 

man oft^tymea may not pray & fen mUtil more hym-self he may nof 3i 
lyft to he f ingw witft hote desire. H I wald raf ct" f erf ore a man failyd 
for fe gretnes of lufe fen for to mikyH faatynge, as fe spouse aayd 
of hir self : H Nwnciate dileeto guia amore langueo, fat is ; ' schew 
l)on»tt«<i- to my lufe for 1 longe for lufe.' / Be fou fei-fore atedfast in aH fi 3i 
myi." " ways, & drea fi lyfe after fe roule to f e schewyd. / And if fou 
maye nof get in fe begynnynge fit fou desires, mya-trist not, bot 
a-byde, for be longe vse & tyme sal fou cum to parfecoion. 51 If 
fou a pilgvym [he] & be fr way restw, (]whnt-?urr fnu doso in fis 4( 
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way, to god hafe euer a nee ; lat not fi foght go fro hym, bink bat Ever give 
tyme lost* in qwhilk* of god fou finkz's not. / In fe nyghf lufe hyme love Him ut 
& his lufe desyre, faf on no of er wyse occupyde fen prayand or of 

4 god f inkandf sleep fyndf f e noght. H Se fat f ou flow nott* viiih 
vayn f oghtz5, ne gyf f e nof to many chargz*, bot study f is, sted- 
fastnes of mynde to geef & haldf, fat f e wrechidnes f erof f ou drede 
not nor f e gudys f erof vnmanerly desire nof . He f af dredis aduersite He who 

8 to sofyr he knawes nof 3if how it behoves f is warld? to despise, And 8"ff«>* adver- 
he f af ioyes in ertlily f ingis is far fro euerlastynge f inges. U To [Fok 
f e vertu off strenght truly longis ali aduersites & p^-osperites & also knows 
deed for endles lyfe to despise ; and charite is onely heuynly to despiHe the 

world 

12 desire, fforsoth a parfite lufar Ioyes to dy & mekely he suflyrs 
lyfe. H To qwhilk* parfeccion if f ou ascende be cristis giff , jit sali 
f ou nof be wtt/i-out tribulacion and temptacion, f e qwhilk* to schew 
our wordw sail turne. 

16 Of tribulacion. [Cap. V.] mbuiation, 

a when f e feynd seis o mane of thowsandis, to god pa^-fitely when the 
turnyd, cristis steppis felow, f is present warld? despise, binsis man follow 
Christ. 

vnseyn only to lufe and seeke / parfite penance to take, fro ali filth 
20 of mynde & body hym-self powrg* ; a thowsand begilyngis of noiyng*, he tries looo 
a Mt craftts of feyghtyng* he^ reparells to kesf hym from fe luf of him\oio"e"' 

of tliG world 

god to f e lufe of f e warldf, and eff wyth filth of syn to fyti hym, ^i ms. be] 
fat at f e leste vfith lycherus f oght/s he sulci? be hatyd? of god. He 

24 rayses agayn hym persecucion, tribulacion, sclawndyr, blame of fals 
synnes, kyndw of hatred?, f af so paynis may flay & byrst hym fat 
prosperite myght not begyti. IT Now scharp, now chirischynge, he 
puUs ; ymagts of bodily f ingis he bryngts to mynde ; fantasy of syn 

28 be gedyrs to-gidyr / of old? schrewdnes & likynge of luf past he 
gayncals ; harf & flesch with licher?/s fyre he enflaumys. With leste 
he begynnes, bot [to] f e grettist flaume of wickidnes he cums. And The Devu 
Yfiifi more besynes agayn vs ali kyndes of temptacion, turmentry & temptations 

Rnd tribula- 

32 tribulacion, he study s to blawe, fat we be f e mercy of god fro his tions, 
chekis he soncs vs scapyA No f ing< he gettis, bof f af he myghf 
deparf vs fro vnbodily halsynge moste chaste & swettist of lufe 
euerlastynge, & eff defile vs in f e pitt of wrechidnes : fat to vs wer 

36 more wrechydd? fen I can teti. Qwho may fink* his wodnes, fat 

fro delitis of kyngis to swyne-mete wald? cum downe 1 And jit is he 

more wode, fat delicii^^ metis of wysdome vnwroghte forsakes, & awineiy aith 

hyni-self puttts vndyr f e fylth of flesch. IF Is not glotony & lichery and lecheiy. 

I 2 
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Bivynely filtK, And fa fat dose fame fedis foyiidisi Jjerfor, lio 
ia to do agayiia fe triiiulacioii & tewptaciofl of owr eiimya i 
gayiistand, paeiens Bal tech va, of whilk' now we wjH spftke. 

Of Patfiens. [Cap. VI.] 
Qod'irhii- /^ oddis oLildyr diadene to cum to meef of beatts vnresonabi 
'^^ tor ^J" ^'^^ '™^y f" despise all lustis vulefuH & warldly solace 



i-it 



^^_ 'ijsii"""' lufe of ciiste. He truly fnf wit/i fe brede is fed fat 
^^^b heuya, bis deaira enclinea not to fo fnt of fe dcnyH ax tncuyd. / 8 

^^H Qwheu temptttcioiia riae or tribulacioB, gostly armovr ia to be talcyn 

^^^Kyi & tyme to go to bateU. fl Temptacions truly wttA stedfastnes of 

^^^Hf faytih & lufe ar oucruomyn., / tribulacion truly wt't/i picieiia. // 

^^HBP"«™™i" Qwhat ia paciena bot gudely auffirynge & wilfnti of aduereitel he 13 
B^B> [Foi. L. ■,] f erfor fat is pacieut, in no greyf groclies, bot ratber witA f e profet 
\ Bdvoreiij. in sH tyme god louys. / J3e more pacienf a man ia in hia noys, fe 
R^nicain more gloriuB in heuyn he sal he. ^ Gladly ffii-fore tribulacions ar 

to be auffyrd in aduereitfl, noys & bittyrnes, payais & Btkenes & 16 

jjnt fiigte, for be fis & alike ofei" owr eyiines ar clenayd! & media 

"w^ enereaayd. H Truly awder hehouea vs in fis lyfe wit7i fyre' of 

purgatory or heif bitterlieat be crucifydi & ponyschitJ. IT Clieis pe|-- 

fore, fe tone we saH not scape. Here truly wj'tA litiH payne, ja & 20 

viHi. Toy to god if we drawe, AH payn to cum we may eschew. 

niBtions Jjerfore tribulaciona t^D va ar Bont, fro fe lufe of fe warld to caH vs, 

" ')!!'" P"'^ ^'^ "P*^' ^y^^ more greuusly we be not poniscliyd! ; wjtA soro 

truly bus be clenayd fat in lust we dyd itt. If synnara beeld! opon 24 
owr bak, fa noy va not, if we suffyr it paciently, bot fame-self ; for 
Htainnnuico if fa put to vB 3 lityH payne, to vs a crown to fans-self tunnentiy 
'^uIT'' ^^' wyk. / SynfoH truly ar Buffyrct f ia lyfe to pas wt'tA-outen grete 
'- tribulacion, for in tyma to cum no loy to fame ia kept. Jjej-fore 28 

holy men lufya tnbulacion, for be fame fa wote endles lyfe to wynn. 
H Contrarily repreuyd in aduersite alway groch & fleia all fat fa 
may ; for qwhils fa to seyn f iiigis ar gifyii to mikyH, hope of f itig?> 
eucrlaatynge fa ar depriuyd. In vtwanJ f ingts onely solas fa fynde, 33 
tsMii- for sauowr of heuynly fully fa ha losf. If Jjcr is no resonabyH sauH 
ml love here ahidynge hot owdyr it lovis creaturia or makar of creatMna. If 
^J' it lufe ci'eatui'Cfl, it lesea godj & wit/t fe gude louyd to deed if goya. 

^ Slike lufe truly iu fe hegynnyngi is labyr & fondnes, / In fe 36 



^ Ant enim oportet nos in hd 
Jfc sic a ascnli eordibua purgnri, ai 
•cerbissiinB «jTiciari. 



iseiun ^^ 
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myddis langore & wrechidnes, & in J?e ende hatred & payne. He 
sothely his makar fat louys / omnia (]ue / fat is in fe warl(J he The lover of 
forsakes, and of hym & y:ith hjm to speek he finkis f uti sweitt, on the world. 
4 hym to fink is his refreschynge. His vtwardf wittis he spans faf 
deed? ascend not be f e wyndowes ; [&] fat in vanite it be not vn- 
profetabilly be occupyde. H And sum-tyme ar raysyd despisyngw, 
repreuys, scomis & sclaiindyr a-gayn hyme, & f erf ore nedef uli it is He must be 

heedjsss of 

8 fe schelde of paciens to take / & be he redyar wrongis to forget fen repi-oof and 
to knawe ; pray for fare turnynge fat hym hatis & down castis, & 
care not men plese, hot dreydf god to off endf. In f e flesch if f ou be keep the flesh 
tempyd, make [it] sugett, faf fe spiryt be not vndirlowt. Tempta- the spirit be 

• A HOI 8UDj6C»9€l« 

12 cioune truly fat we consent not to, is mater of ve?'tew vsynge. 
Truly no man wot«< qwhedyr he be wayk or strange, to tyme he be 
assay cK On lyke wise In pesse no man is caldf pacient^ hot qwhen he 
js puUyd wt't/i wronge, if he haue paciens he sali see. H Many Many seem 

16 semys pacient qwhen fai ar not prickydf, hot qwhen a soft blast (I 

say not of wronge, hot of correccion) tuches fame, onone fer mynde but when cor- 

rected, they 

to bittemes turnys & wraytli : and o worde agayne ber wili if ba tum to wrath, 

1,* A 1 i ' 'f 'I ^ giving two 

here, two more vngudely f ai gif agayne : in qwnose cownsayle my woi-ds for 
20 sawle comys not. // H Jperfore f e dartis of owr enmy ar to be slokeiid? [Foi. l. b.] 
viiili mekeues & swetnes of eristic lufe, / nor it is nof to gyfe steed 
to temptaciono, f ofe it be greutw ; for f e grettar bateli f e worf iar 
■victory & hear crowne, as says be psalm : Beatus vir am suffert temp- Blessed he 

•^ ^ J jr J. ^ L ^Yio suffers 

24 tacionem, q\ioma.m cum pvobattis fuerit accipiet coronam vite, &c., / temptation^ 
fat is to say : * blyst be f e man fat suffyrs te?7iptacion, for qwhen he 
is proued, a crowne of iyf e he salt take, fat god behestyd to his for this is 
lufars ' / Dout not in parlite Iyf e f ou art* if dispisynge be to f e as crown. 

28 praysinge, pouert as ryches, hongyr as meet, so fat f ou sufl'yr f a??^ 
witJi evyn sawle if f ou fali noght fro heght* of m3mde. H ffie & 
hate as mikyH as f ou may mans praysynge, for it is moste worf i Avoid praise. 
Ii0uy7?g* to be worf i p'asynge, & of men not to be praysecJ. H Tungw 

32 of flaterers many begilis, and also fe tungis of bakbitars many Fiatteiers be- 
destroys. Despyse f ou f e^'fore fauyr, worschip & ali vaynglory ; Backbiters 
wrethis, hatredi^, detraccions mekely suflfyr ; & so be sclaundyr & 
gude fame, be tribulacione & angyr, to heuynly kyngedoms cese not ^""^ 

36 to go. H Of f-tyme we fali fat, be many casys taghtt, strenglyar we wo oft fail, j 
suld? stand, jpe stronge dredys not, nor f e pacient in aduersite is taught, we \ 
heuy, as it is writyne : Non tristahit iustiim quicquid. ei acciderit, firmer. l 

*qwhat-euer happyns fe rightwys man, it sali not heuy hyme.' .^ J 

40 pns disposyd, no meruayll all tewiptacion f ou sail ouercum, & a}l 
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:k ; )ii noyatirs wrechidar Jiou snl se, & wit/i alf fi niynJe 
'U snlf draw. M 



Of pi-ayar. [Cap. VII.] 



lm>al>!t 






I IToLLI. n 



' Bpase 

-to JiisJ^— 



I IT fmi in temptaciofl or tribulncion he eett, to prayer o-none Tyn. / 4 
Truly if jiou clerely pray, Jiou bhH haue help. Sparpilljnge suin- 
tyme coniya & wauyrynge of hart, & Jjof^htia raiiischys |)e hart to 
dyuera, & sufl'yre not fte harte to stand in praysing' of god. / pen 
paraunter wer ^ude & qwhyle to fiinko of liiilyiies, to fs mynJe wer 8 
more stahylt, & ho hia prayers fulfyit. H Truly if any ait wardly 
oecupaciona for hif of god ha left & aH-way to holy meditacion & 
holy pj'ayer he givyn, / I trow be goildi* grace w/tA-in schort* apase 
^er hartis atahyld' pa. aafl fynde & to luf & pray ; ni 
now ij(-tn fnt Jiai avdd wauyr, hot Taper in rest & endlea peae afayd4 
^ ffal mikyl it eoumforthis atahilnes of harP to geef , in prayers vi 
to be besy and paalraisdeuniitely to synge. WttA beay prayers trill 

ly fendys we oncrcum, Jiare waytyngwt & atiryiigiti we lawae. / J3ai ar 16 
eiifebulili A as wer witft-outen strenght qwhila we byde strange and 
not" onercoiiiyn in proynge, H In fos men truly Jsat baa if in custum 
wf'tft longe exsrcise to pi-ay, sutn-tyme more awetnea & more feruent 
desyre of prayinge fyndes. j3erfore qwhils fiat swetnea & heeP 20 
lastia, gude ia fro prayers not to cese. % Qwhen ps, cese^jjat oft 
happyna for fe flosch cnrruptibyH— Jja may turn holye scriptiirea to 
reed or Bum odyr pn^fetabil finge do, ao fat pa. suffer not per (loght 

.] wauyr fro god, so pat qwen fa riae to pray, pn be qwhickar fen ftai 24 
before wore. IT Truly fen pray wo weifi qwhen we fink of no 
oder, hot aH our mynde ia dressy^ to heuyn & out- aaule vith fyre 
of fe holy goat ia enilauniyd. 11 J)ua in va truly a mn-uelua plente 
of godw gudenea ia fun, for of fe inhirlioat mergh of our hartis aait 28 
rise fe lufe of god, And aH our prayer wj'tft desire and effeet aal be, 
ao fat we ouer-rynne not fe wordis, bot* nerehand aii sillabyla witA 
grete cry & deaire we aal offyr to owr lorde. 51 Our liartte witA bote 
fyre kyndlyd, our prayer also is kyndlyrt, & in f e aauoHr of swetnes 32 
of DKr mouth in fe sight" of god is ofFeriJ, ao faf grete ioy it ia to 
prny. IF ffur qwhils in prayer a meruellus swetnea ia givyn to fe 
prayand, fe prayer ia chaunged to songe. Here auiw are reprenyd 

I fat rafer to meditacion takes hped fen to prayer, vnkna wand fat" 36 
godw speoh ia fyiyd, wt't/t qwliilk fylth of synnes is clensytJ Se 
myndiB of prcyci's with lufe ar eutliUvrnvcV. J)a say fai wyH fyrst 
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finke and so stabyli \er hartis ; hot fe latte/* ar fa stabyli fat fa to 
prayer ar not cowmforthidl. ]>o ali we may not gedir our hartw 
to-gidyr as we woldf, ^it may we not leef, bot sokandly stody we to 
4 grawe, fat at f e last^ Ihe^ju criste may stabil vs. To f e qwhilk uonTs only' 

f, ••ty'-p', 1 1 a help to a 

meditacion helpis, if it pas not mesuro and maner. certain umit. 

Of Meditacion. [Cap. VIII.] 

It is gude meditacion of cristw passion & his deed, & oft to recordc it is good to 
1 1.11 ic 11. think upon 

qwhatt payns & wrechidnes frely he toke for our hele m goynge what chHst 

& prechynge, hongyr, first, cold?, heet, repreuys & cursyngs, suffyr- our sakes. 

yngi's, so fat it be not greuz^^ to an [vnjprofetabyli seruand to felo his 

lorde & emprowr.i He truly fat says he dwels in criste aw to go als 

12 he dyd. / Criste truly says be leremy : * ha mynde of my pouerte <^ 
of my passage, of wormwod <fe gaH:, fat is to say of sorow & bitternes, 
be f e qwhilk fro f e warldf to f e fadyr I went.' U jpis mynde truly Meditative 
& meditacion fe fendf ouercoms & his gwnnys destroys, ffleschly come the 

16 temptacions it slokyns & fe sawle to cristas lufe kynditiw, fe mynde 
it raisys and clensis & also purgis. I trow f is f oght of ali of er is 
nioste profetabyH to fame fat nwly ar tumydf to criste. Jjerfore 
truly is schewyd fe manhede of Iheau criste, in fe qwhilk emong* The manhood 

' of Jesus 

20 mail suldf be glad, in qwhilk he has mater of loy & also mowmy??.g. chnst gives 
loy for sikyrnes of owr gaynbiyng*, heuynes for filth of owr synyng*, redemption, 
for f e qwhilk* it is to heiiy fat so worf i a offirynge is oflfyrd'. For f e "^n*- 
boystus fleschly sawle in-to behaldyrig of f e godhede is not rauischyd? 

24 bot if it be gostely, all fleschly lettyngis vastyd. H Truly qwhen it 
begyns a clene hart* to haue & no ymage of bodily f inge may begyle 
it, fen sikirly it is to he f ingis admytte, fat* in fe lufe of god 
wondyrf ully it may be glad. H Sum treuly fink of f e ioy of blissyd some think 

of the blessed 

28 aungellis & holy saulys with criste ioyandf, & f is f oght* longts to anpis and of 
contewplacion. H Sum f inkw of wrechidnes of mans condicion & someofman's 

viIgiigss 

fylth of hym & in f er f oghtw f ai dispoyte of mans foly, for vanites [Foi. li. b.] 
of f is lyfe fat* forgetw f e loys vnsene. H Odyr f er f oghtis pus dis- 

32 pose fat* no-f inge f ai wyH bott lofyng* & desir of f er makar, fat* fa 
lufe hym as is possibil to men in f is lyfe. H To fis meditacion no 
man comys bot he fat* in fies finges before rehersydf is mikil 
vsyd. // Truly fer is a maner more excellent & makes a man moste 

36 co»templatyfe. j5e;-for as fer ar diners wa^k^s & vse of sayntis, so 
of fame ar diners f oghtis. H Jit all, for f ai cum of o sprynge, to o 

^ scruand stnick mU by the icrikr before emi)rour. 



fai go & 1o 

cliorite fat is 

Detluxil me sicpBi aein 

pafchia of tiuhtwysnef 

be Jie qwhilfc", 



qwliils ati 
dyners patliis to 
meue, & 
to Infe criate 
odyr / or giSi 
qwhilk luff 
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Jjai cum or led, bot dyners ways, Im o 
Jien ia a-nodyr, lieriov pe psalme pays : 

iiiKtieie, / ynt ia 'lie lias iwi me a-pon. Jw 
1 BO Bay : fer is o riglitwisiiea, & manj 4 
d to loy of lyfe euecbiBtyiige ; / for 



Ijeandl ar of diuers nedis, in o ryghtwi 
;od ar led!; sum goia be a laws path, sura be c 
hee. H To hym truly iB givi« jse hyar path f>at) 8 
endlesly ia ordand', not for he wyrkw mote fen 
more or suffyra more, bof for he lufis more. Jjo 
heet & swetues, & in aH men sekis reaf. No man 



> may sett hyni-aelf in any of fis pathia, bot fat he takes to fe q\¥hilk 12 
god chase hym. / Sum-tyme fa fat aemya m fe hyar ar in fe lawar, 
ir fat ia ooely inwanJ in aaule be-for god, nof in any 
f ingc ]J«t may he done of man vtwatil. H Aftw f e disposicion & 
desire of ^er meditacion fa ar dreasyd to fis palS or to fat. / No 15 
man be vtwarJ warkis may be knaiven qwho is more or lesa hefor 
god. / Foly ferfore it ia too deme of cliosyn & say ; he passis hym, 
T far fro media of f ia, qwhen plnynly f ai knaw not 
Jiej' myndis; fe qwliilk if fa knewe, Jefully fa mygbf deme. 20 
1i Truly fecfore to nH creatures god wiH it be counsayH, pat fa 
despyae not aum to mikyH or aiim woischip to mikyH ; for doutles 
if fa saw mens hartis, many fat fa worsehip, as atyiikaTtd & fowH 

ft waliJ despyse, & odyr fat pai sett not by, no jit desires to see, 2i 
als nioste lufely & hajy aungeH fai W!di( worschyp. % Gude foghtis 
also & meditacions of godis chosyn, & slike be his grate to ilkone 
he achedw as to per aatsyte & condicion beste acordis. H jierfor my 
meditacion I may say fe, bot qwhilk ia moate eifectuiw I can-not 23 
opyn, for per iiiward deaiie I see nop. I trow truly fat fo medita- 
cions in fe pleays god moste and profetis f e fat god be his mei-cy 
acbediV in fe. // IfBiie)--fe-le8se Iwgynnyng* fou may hay of ofer 

a n'ordia, fat I knaw weH in my-self. H Truly if fou despise 33 
techynge of doctoura, & trow fi-aelfe better may fynde, fen fa teeh 
1 per writyoge, knaw itt forsoith, criatis hife foil sal not' taste. 
VB. ffond aayinge truly it is : god tagSt fame, qwhy ferfore aal he not 
«.] tech me J I answere fe, for fou arP not alike na fa were. / j3on art 36 
prowd & sturdy, & fa wer lawly & meek, & fa pj-ssumaud of god 
askyd no-fing', bot fame-self vndyr aH mekand toke conynge of 
nve aayntis. H (jei-for he taght fame fat we in pfr bokea auW be taght. 
■tell. If Truly if fi meditacions cristi'e lufe now ile^fiie, or sownd iu his 40 



II. Meiiding of Life. Ch. IX : OfUcadivf/, Cli. X : rarity of Mind, ] 21 

louynge, as me semis pou art wele disposyd, / But fe foghtw in 
qwhilk* more swetnes pou felis in god, profetw pe more, / To fink 
wel wit/i-oute swetnes profetis pe litylt, bot* in pat case in qwhilk* 
4 for need swetnes is not felt*. 

Of Redynge. [Cap. IX.] 

If pou desyre to cum to lufe of god, & in desire be kyndyl^ of 
heuewly Toys, & be broglif to despisynge of eerply pingts, be 
8 noght necligent in pinkynge & redynge holy scripture, mofete in po Read the 
placw qwher it techis maners & desaytis of pe feynd to eschew, ^ p"**®^ 
qwher it spekys of godts lufe & of lyfe contemplatyfe. H Hard 
sentens to disputars & witty men be longe tyme vsyd in holy 

12 doctryne be left. It helpis vs truly mikyli to profett in goyd. In 
pis we knaw our defautw & gude dedys ; in qwhilk we synne, in 
qwhilk not; qwhat we sal do & qwhat forbere; & nioste soteli 
desaytis of our enmys to vs ar opynd. / ))a kyndil to lufe & 

16 prikkw to wepynge. Jja ordan vs a likandf horde if we in pame 

haue delyte, as wer in ali riches. / Bot lat no couetys of worschip, Let us not 
fauyr or mens praysynge sett vs to conynge of scripture, / bot onely scriptures 
entent to plese god, pat we may knaw how we suld? lufe hym, & men. 

20 teche our tieghbur pe same ; not to be haldyn connyng* a-nens pe 
pepuli, bot raper vs aw to hyde our conynge peri schew it to prays- 
ynge, as it is saydl : In corde meo ahscondi eloquia tua vt nan 
peccem tibiy pat is : * In my hart I hyd pi wordz^, pat I syn not to 

24 pe/ in voyd or vayn schewynge. / ]pe cause pe?'fore of our spekynge Let ns then 
be onely be louyng* of god & edificaciofi of owr neghbur, bat it may for the love 

.,/,/-. / mo, 1 . . .A, .: of God and 

be f ulnllyd of vs : ^1 Jbempei laua eius m ore meo. * Alway his the ediflca- 

, , o • 1 1 lion of our 

louynge be in my mowtli, & pat is qwhen we seek not owr awen neighbour. 
28 worachyp, & agayns his louynge we speke not. 

Of Clennes of mynde. [Cap. X.] 

Be pis ix degrese before tochyd cums mane to clennes of mynde, 
qwher god is seyn. Clennes I say pat in pis lyfe may be 
32 had — ^liow may par-fite clennes be gettyn here, qwher so oftt man 
wit^ venial synnys at pe leste is filyd? / Sayntis feet ar to be 
waschyd for bai draw duste of be erth. H Qwo may truly say * I who is free 

1 #. «» , . .ii.«. Ti from sin? 

am cleyn of synne i truly none in pis lyfe. nor as says loob : 

36 H Si lotvsfuero aquis niuia 4* effvlserint vdut mundicie manus mee, 

/amen sordtbna iuimges me ^ abJtom.inahunt\ir me vesiimenta mea, / 
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fat is to say ; ' If I be waachyd with snaw watyr, fat is to ineynft J 
ti-ew penance, & if my handw acliyue aa cleniiea, for waikis 
Innocens, jit aaH poti toclie me w/lA fy!th, for venial sjnoca pat 
may not be esschwyii, & my clothes saH vg mo,' fat is to say my 4 
tle-cli makw me vg of myself, & sensvialite, pat ia so freeH, alipei" 
i] anil redy to lufe likand bewte of fis warlif, oft^tyraea makes me 
Bynne. / Jjerfor says fe appciatyli : Non regiiet 2»ccatum in. nobiro 
viortali eorjxire, j 'Eono not syn in owr dedely body,' aa qwo say : 8 
•■- syn in va may vnrene, bot it may not vnbe. Qwat clennes fejior 
may man huue in fis lyfe 1 Truly worf i & gtete, if he hym-aelf 
rytbgwisely vse in stody of redynge, prayer & meditacion, as it 
before is notyJ. Truly fof he aum-tyme aynne venially, jit sone, 12 
for hys hole myndo dressyd to gode, it' is destruyd. H ))e hete 
truly of charite in hym aH tiiat of synne in hyra wastis, aa wer a 
droipe of watyr put in-to a grete fyre. Verteu fej'for of a clensyd 
saule is fe mynde to liaue bisy to god, for in fis degro aH fe foglif IG 
in-to criate is droasyd, alt fe mynde in hyra is apred, fof aH it 
seme he apeke to odyr. Truly i» clene consciens is iio-finge bittyr, 
aeharp or harcf, bot aH swoyt & lonely. Of clennes of hart' risis 
songe of Toy, sweta ditty Si iuyfuH myrth. }3en fnl oft' a wondyr- 20 
fun loy of god ia givyn & heviLily songe is im-sched. H In fis 
astate a man may knaw, fat he is in tharite, f«t hee aaH nener lose ; 
witAoute greet drede he lylis nof, not for sutHryng' turmentry, hot 
■e. f«t hia lufar he offend! not. I spare to say more here, for me 2i 
. semys niy-self a fuH greet wrech ; for oft my flesuh is noyd & 
*■ asaayd. fEoraoth fof aH in f is f ingw beforsayd ia godiV lufe & life 
eontemplatife coretinude, jit sum-qwhatt of fame more specially to 
yiKT neyd & profett is to be sayde. 28 



Of I)e lufe of go.*. 
I aweit light i 



[Cap. XL] 



M 



O aweit light & delcctabyH, fat ia my niakar vii-made : lijt 
face & acharpties of my Inward! eyn wit/i elernea vn-made, & 
"m?rth "'^ ™ynde, fat pithily cleiieid fro vuclennea &, meruelM made witft. 32 
giftis, awyftly [it] mo flee Into fe be myrth of lufe, kyndyH wttA 
f i savyr, f^t I may aytt And rest, in fe, Ihesn, lojand, And goand 
8S wer rauiauhid in heuenly awetnes, & stahyld' in behaldynge of 
B f inges vnaene neu«- bot godly I aaH be gindi. O Infe euer-laatand, 36 
ii enflaum my aaule to lufe god, fiit no finge byrne in me bot his 
halsynges. H gude Ihean, qwho saH gmuiife mo to feiH ) 



bot hiS'^M 
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now nowdyr may "be felt ne seynel / Sched pi-self in-to fe eiitrel 
of my sauti ; cum in-to my harf and fyH: it wtt/i fi clerist swetnes. 
II Moyst my mynde ^ith bote wyne of fi sweet lufe, )?at aH: yllis & 

4 att scomfutt visions & ymaginaciofis forgetitt &, fe onely hauand, I 
may be glad, & Icy in Ihesxi my god. H Heynforwardf, swettist Lord, aWde 
lorde, go not fro me, bisily wit/i me bidynge in fi swetnes, for only only comfort, 
fi presens to me is solas & onely fi absence levis me heuy. H 

8 holy gosf , pat gifis grace qwber J)ou wiH:, cum in-to me & rauisch 
me to pe ; pe kynde pat [pou] made, v^ith honily gyftis chaunge, 
pat my sawl, in pi likand ioy fulfyld?, aH pinge in pis warl(J despise [Foi. Liii.a.] 
& kast a-way, U gostely gyftis, pe gyfand, it myght take & goand 
12 be soundly ioy i7i-to light* vndiscrivyd in holy lufe be it aH: meltyd.// 
Bym my renys with pi fyre, & my hart pat in pin awter sal bym 
endlesly. H sweet & trw Ioy, I pray pe cum ! Cuwi, sweit & o sweet and 

truG iov 

most desiryd ! cum, my lufe, pat art aH my comforthe : Scrith in-to come! 

16 a longynge sawle for pe & to pe with sweifr beet*. Kyndyli with pi 
heef holnes of my hart*; with pi light lightynandf myn Inner 
partys, with honily songe of lufe feed me as I may take be power 
of body & sawl. In pis & slike oper meditacions be pou glad, pat Rejoice in 

20 so pou may cum to pe pith of lufe. / Lufe truly sufpyrs nof a tions, that 
lufand saule byd in it-self, hot rauischis it owt to pe lufar, pat pe the heart of 



saul is more per qwher it lufis / pen wher pe body is pat lyfis & 



love. 



felis if. Tiire degrese sothely per er of cristis lufe in qwhilk fro on Three degrees 

24 to a-nodyr profetis he pat is chosyn to lufe : The fyrst is cald vn- Christ— 
abyH to be ouercomen, / pe secun^ vnabyH to be partydf, / pe pir(J 
is calcJ singuler. / Truly pen is luf vnouercomyn qwhen with no o. That can't 
nodyr desyr it may be ouercomyw, when^ for it aH lettyngts he 

28 castw a-way, / ati tewptacions & fleschly desyrs he slokyns, / And 
when he suffyrs paciently ati greuis for criste & with no flaterynge, 
no likynge is ouercommyn. / Ati labyr is lyght to a lufar, no 
bettyr may no man ouercum labur pen be lufe. H Luf truly is 6. That is in- 

32 indepartyd qwhen with grete lufe pe mynde is kyndyli and to 
criste with poght vndepartyd draws, forsoth a minwt it suffyrs liym 
not pas fro mynde, bot als he were bun in hart hym it pinkis, t6 
hym it sygliis, if cryes with his lufe to be haldyn, to lawes pe 

36 fettyr of dedelynes & to hym pat he onely to se desires may leed?. 
And moste pis name Ihesu in so mikyti he worschyps & lufis pat in 
his mynde bisily it restis. H Qwhen pe lufe pe7*fore of criste in 
hart of godw lufar & pe warlJw despisar in so mikyti is seet pat of be overcome 
^ >€ secund is stntek otU by the writer before when. 



idmg Qj 
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i_ odjT desire of lufe itt may not be ouercomyn, it is oald! lie ; bot 
mjhi- wliBU he to criate holij vndejiartyd, crittc euei- l^iakand, be uon 
uiiiis- oooaaion hyin forgettamt', euwlastyng ftnd vndepnrtyd it ia callyd. / 

Ami qwhiit lufe may be hear or mote, if (lia l;e lie & eueclaatynge t i 
I" H Jitt fier is ]je fird! degre Jiat ia cald! siiigulove. / A-nodyr it is to 
Ijo lie, & be allone, Ala it is dyuers euei- to be present & a-no^er to 
ba no fela. / We may truly haue many fejaws & )it hafe a place 
Lefor aH. / If fou truly any courafotth seyk* or resaue fien of Jii god 8 
& il ^ou parauentoii)" lufej / ^iV not syngulete, ferfore ]>ou seis 
qwbatt yratnea of ivorj'ines is tn encres qwhen fou art bee, alien 
i»r" f>at ))ou may be. / Tu singulore dogre feHor luf ascendia qwben afl 
rem. uomtortB it excludys hoV on fat ia in ILesu, qiveu no-fiiige bot 13 
Ibesu to bym may euffys. / In fiis degre fe sawle sett, hym on it 
lufys, ouejy crista if jernis, ctiato desires, Onely in his desire it 
bidb, to bym it sighis, in hym it byrnis, in bym warms it leati*. 
So-JjinRfl to it is sweyt*, no-Jiinge it sauyra, bot in Ibeeu it bo made 16 
iii.b,] aweit, qwbos mynda als songe of musyk in feyst of wyen. H Qwliat 
euir the self to it offyr or cum to laynde, Boyne is caat bak, sodanly 
deapiaytJ if itt saryf not bia deaire or to his wili acorde not" aft 
rsT custum bat' to ciietis lufe be seis earifis not, he oppressis. Qwat-20 
In 111- eiiCT" be do, inprffetnbyli & iretolierabyft it aemys, fe end! of his 
desyre ic-to criate bot if it rynne & leed, H Qwhen he may Infe 
criste, aH finge piit he wiH bane he trowes he has, & witA-oulya 
hym aft fiiige hym vggi's & waxia fowle, Bot for be trowes to lufe 34 
bym endlesly, stedfastly be bidya in body & werus not in barf, bot 
lulls perse uerantly, & aft Jiinge suSyrs giadly. & fie more ]rus ia 
hym it lift's, ))e more in hife it ia kyndyld! & to hym it is lykkar. 
H Slike onejynea no meniayft acordia pat grauntw ne fela emangj* 28 
H Jje more it is rauiscbytJ inward! to loys, in vtwni-d Jjingw 
I it ia occupyde or witli heuynes or charges of J)is lyffa it ia uotf 
letf. And now it is in aawle als wer vtiabyti to suffyr payn, Jiat, 
non angwyselie iettand, ia god eaer he loys. my aaule, fro lufe 33 
of fis warltf sees, & melt in cristt's lufe, Jiat aft-ivay to {jb it be 
Bweytt of iiym to spcek, reydi, wryta & fiuke, liyni to pj'ay, bym 
euer to pmyse. H god, my sawft to |je deuoute, deayrea fie to se, 
froi fare to j;e it criia, in )3e it hyms, in fi lufe it longw. O lufe Jiat 36 
failia not, fou oiiprcomea has me. H euer-laatynge swetnes & 
fayrnes, my hart Jiou has woundyd, & now ouej'comyn & woundyd 
I faH, vnnef ia for loy I life & nehand I dy, for I may nott suf 



t suf^i^^u 
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swetnes of so greto a maieste in flescfi fat wyH: royte. If AH my My heart 
hert truly festjmd in desire of Ihc«u, is turnyd iT^to heet of lufe, & the heat of 
it is swaloyd In-to a-noper loy and a-nodir form. Jjerfore, o goyd 
4 JheexXy haue mercy of a wrech, schew pe to me fat longw, gyfo 
medcyne to me hurt. Seek I feyl me not, bot longynge in fi lufe. / 
He fat lufis f e not, losis ali to-gidyr ; he fat felois f e not is wode. He that loven 
Emong* fe?-for be fou my loy, lufe & desire, to I may se fe in syon, loses Thee. 

8 god of goddts. H Charite truly is nobilest of vertews, moste charitv is 
excellent & swettyst, fat loynis f e lufyd to f e lufar & crist vfiih vii-tue. 
chosen sawle euerlastyngly cuppils. In vs it refoimys f e ymage of 
f e he Trinite & makts f e creatur likkeste f e makar. / O gift of 

12 lufe, qwhat [is] it worf before aH odyr fat chalangis he degree w^'t/i 

aungellis ! Jje more truly of lufe a man takw in f is lyfe, the more The more 
& f e hyar in heuyn he sail be. H O singulere ioy of lufe euer- tike8*h™re? 
lastywg f af rauischis aH his to hevyns a-bown aH "warld^V, fame shaii be in 

16 byndand wit^ bandis of vertew. H O dere charite, in erth fat has 
f e nof is no3t wroght, qwhat-euer he haue. / He truly in f e fat is 
bisy, to loy Aboyn ertbly he is soyne lyft. J?ou entyrs boldly f e 
bed-chaumbyr of f e kynge euerlastynge, f ou onely art not a-schamyd 

20 criste to take. He it is fat f ou has soght & luffyd ; criste is fin : 

halde hym, for he may not bot take f e, to qwhome onely f ou how on to 
desired to obey, ffor wtt^-owtyn fe playnly no wark hym plesis; [Foi.Liv.a.3 
fou makw aH finge sauery; fou art a heuenly seef, Awngelis 

24 felischyp, a meruelt^ holines, a blistfuti syght, & lyfe fat lastia ah giory is 

yourSa 

endlesly. H haly charite, howe sweit art fow & comfortabyH, Hoiycharity, 
fat makts [hole] fat was brokyn, fale fou restoris, bond fou thou (S2t, 
delyuers, man to aungelis fou makes euyn, sittand & restand fou to the angels. 

J8 raisys, & raisyd fou makw sweet. In f is degre or state of lufe is 
lufe chaste, holy, wilfuH, / lufand f af is lufyd for f e selfe, not for 
f e godis, ali-to-gider festynand f e self in fat fat is lufyd, no-f inge 
vtward sekand, of itt plesyd, bolnandf, swete smelland, & harty, in 

52 fe self it byndand, meruelusly passand maner; H Te (!) fe luffyd ^ 
loyand, hym wit7i-owt forgettynge finkan^, ascendand in desire, 
fallawd in fe lufe, goand in halsyng*, ouercomyn in kyssynge, all 
multyn in fyre of* lufe. H Truly so cristw lufar in lufynge kepis The lover of 

J6 now ordyr, ne couetis no degre, for in f is lyfe, how feruewt & loyand not rank, 
it be in godts lufe, 3it more & more it f inkw god to lufe, ja f of he ever seeking 
myght lyfe here euermore, jit suld it not trow to stand any tyme more for love. 

^ ad solum amatum se extendens, omnia alia eontemnens & obliviscens, in 
amato iiibilans. 



Lil> .™» be, 
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& not pjtjfett in lufe, l)ot rather fe leiiger fat ho aulii lyfe ])e more 
in iulle he siiU byrne, H God tnily is iiilinit of gretnes, better ]>ea 
ive may finke, of awetnes vn-nowmhyrde, of aH wroglit kyniles 
\ncoiiBanjd, of vb may neuer he comprehendyil als he is in hym- 4 
aelf euerfastynge. Eot qwhen fe mynde now begyiiuiB to byrne in 
desire of his niakar, it ia made ahiif to resaue lighf vnwTDght ; & so 
enspiiyd & Wit/i Kyftia of fe holy goste fulfyldi, aa leful is to 
dedely, heuynly loy it has / & in heght of myiido all aeyn fiingii; 8 
[paasand] to swetnea of lyfe eiiei-iaatynge if is raisyd. / And 
qwhils }!B saule W(*t/( swetnes of fe godhedo & warmnes qf Jfakand 
lyght is Bpred, offyrd in sacriKce to fia kynge euerlastyng' & accept, 
it is aH hymyd. / mery lufe, atronge, rauischand, byrnajid, 12 
wilfuH, stronge, vnalukynd, ))at aH my aauH brynge to fi serais, & 
suffyrs no Jjinge to fiiike hot Jie ; H To |ie ])ou chalangis aH fat we 
lyfe, aH fmt we aauyr, ati fiat we ar. fl Ci'iste Jma J)e*-fore [be] 
begyjinynge of owr lufe, qwhome for hym-aelf we lufe, & ao we IC 
lufe ordinatly qwhat-euer ia to be Infyd for hym, Jiat is well of luf, 
& to qwhome aH Jiat we lufe & at lufyd we put /. Here aothely is 
achewyd parfite lufe qwhen aH fo entent of mynde, pe pnuay 
warke of aH J)e hart in-to godis lufe is lyft, so fiat Jie myght of trw 20 
lufe & myrth be so mikyH fat no wardly [ioy] ne flesthly mer- 
cbaadis he lefuH ne likands, H lufe indepartyd, o lufe aingulere, 
fof aH fer wer no turmentw of wyckyd, no meed auld he trowed! in 
hevyn, fro fi lufe fou aulii neuee fe sonnar lawae. More tullerabyH 24 
it wet to |)e a vntrowyd greife to enffyt fen oub ayn deedly. Jjer- 
fore truly lufya J)ou god for hym-aeK & for uo nodyr fiiige, nor 
fi-aelf hot for goJ, & fer-ot it felois fat in fe no-fiuge bot god ia 
lufyd!. H Ela how Buld! god be ail in ilk f inge, if fa- be any luf of 28 
niau in a man 1 / O clere charite, cmn in-to me & take nie iii-to )>q 
& ao present me before my makar. / Jjou atf aavir weH tastunJ, 
swetnea weH smeUanJ, & piesand! odnr, a heit clensaiui, a comforth 
eudlesly laatand. J)ou makes men coiitemplatyfe, hevyn-jate fou 33 
opyna, mowthia of accusars fou spars, gode fou mak/s be aeyn, & 
multitude of synnea Jiyu hydea. H We loif fe, we pteoh f e, be fe 
whilk fe watld we ouercume, ho qwhome wo Ioy & fe heuenly 
leddyr we ascend. In fi swetnea setyth in-to me, me & niyne I 36 
oommen(} fe wft/i-oiiten cnde. 
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Of Contemplacion. [Cap. XIL] 

Contemplatyfe lyfe or contemplacion has thre partys : Eedyng, 
Prayer, & Meditaciofl. In redynge, god spekw to vs ; In in reading. 
4 prayer, we speke to god ; In meditaciofl, awngels to vs cum down U) us^ftS * 
& techis vs, fat we erre nott*. In prayer fa go vp & offyrs owr fpSk'tooU; 
P'ayers to god, loyandf of owr profett, bat ar messy ngers be-twix tion, anpreis 

•z o come to teach 

god & VS. II Prayer certan is a meyk desire of mynde dressyd in a». 
8 god, of f e qwhilk he is plesydf qwhew it cums to hym. II Medita- 
ciofl in god & godly fingw, aftyr prayer and redynge is to be takyn, 
qwher is f e halsynge of racheti. H To redynge, longw resun & To reading 
inquisiciofl of treuyth, fat is a gudely lightte markyd apon vs. enq^SfJ into 
12 IT To prayer, longw louynge sange, passynge in behaldynce and to prayer be- 

1 • T1I.1 longs praise 

m^uayii : and so m prayer standis contemplatyfe lyfe or con- ancTsong; 
templaciofl. IF To meditacione, longi^ inspiracion of godd, vndir- to meditaUtm 
standynge, wysdome & syghynge. IF If it be asked qwhat is inspiration. 

16 cowtemplaciofl : it is hard to defyne. Sum says, contemplatyfe lyf Contempia- 
is not ellis bot knawlcgis of f ingt« to cum & hyde, or to be voyde to define, 
fro all wardly occupaciofl, or study of godis lettyrs. Odyr says fat 
contemplaciofl is free sight* in f e spectakyls of wysdom, with a f uH: ^ / 

20 he mcmayti. IF Odyr says fat contemplaciofl is a boke, & wys 
behaldynge of fe saule, sprecJ all abowt to behaldf his myghtis. 
Odyr says, & weH, fat contemplaciofl is loy of heuenly fingt«. some weu say 
II Odyr says, & best, fat contemplacion is deed of fleschly desires be ©f heavenly 

-. . m, ^r n^ • ^ ^' things. 

24 loye of fe mynde raisydf. II lo me it semys fat contemplaciofl is otheresav 
loyfuH songo of godis lufe takyn in mynde, with swetnes of aungell t^e death of 

tne uesires or 

louynge. Jjis is lubilaciofl, fat is end of parfit prayer & of he 5jfm®*H 
deuociofl in f is lyfe. / J?is is f e myrth in mynde had gostely for J^JJJ JJ® ^^ 

28 f e lufar euerlastynge, wtt^ grete voys oowt brekandf. / Jjis is f e ®°^'® ***^®* 
endly dede & parfittist of all deidis in f is lyfe. j)e psalme f erfore 
[says] IF Beatus vir qui scit lubilacionem, fat is to say : * blyste 
be f af man fat knawes lubilaciofl,' in contemplaciofl of god. Truly, None alien to 

32 per may non Aliene to god loy in Ihe^oi, ne taste fe swetnes of his joiceinjesos. 
lufe ; / bot if he euyr desire witJi fyre to be kyndyldf of lufe euer- 
lastynge, with pacience, mekenes & maner, wyth aH clennes of body 
& saule to be made fayre, with gostly oyntmentz^ be dight*, into 

36 contemplacion he is lyfte, / helefuti vertew lat hym seeke vncessand?, [Foi. lv. a.] 
be f e whilk in f is lyfe fro wrechidnes of synne we ar clensy(J & in 
anodyr lyfe fre fro aH pavn in blissyd lyfe endles it is loyd. J)us 



)( 
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atiK lAfe, 



}it in \\% Qiile he Hal t« wor|!i to fell IcjfaH myrtli of godM litfe. 
oiiriM ^ }}erSoT be not slaw )ii-£elf 1« cbaetya witii pmyer & >rafcynge, & 
VM ho); meditacioos, for doutles, wi'tA ^is gcslelj lahjrs with 
hnitynes & wepynge of inwanJ forf intynge in pe ix kyndyld (nstit i 
lufe, & bH Vfrtevs vtitk giftis of fe holy go£t ta-to |ii b«n ar £cbo>.i 
IT Bc^yn ferfure be wilful pouert, so f&t qwhila Jioa desucs aogbf 
i (lia warl'), befor god & man lyfe Bobyiiy, chastlj & mekely. / 
ffo-^tng* to hafe is eani'tyine of need, hot? nojf to may triU bane is S 
of grete vertew. We may hane mikyfl' desiis. T Truly J)e moste 
parfite is iiecesaari« behoues to take, ellis wer be nott parfyte if he 
refusyd to take qwlier-of he enld lyfe. 1[ ()ia maner is to keep in 
partilc men, all wardly for god to despyse, & jit of pe esme mete & 13 
ulotfa to lake ; & if ^is want any ^rme, not to groch, hot [god] to 
' loyf, & enperQuil« als mikyli as ^a may to refuse. H i)c wann&r a 
't mall waxis Vfith heet of lyght euerlaatynge, fie mekai in all ad* 
n!wl'ir''h> ""'■^''^ he sal be. / He pat truly is meek not fenyl fttV hyiToelf 16 
Stliirui"" '"''^"' worfi desptsynge & nowpw for harme nor reprefe to wielh is 
prouokyd, Qwharfore hym-eelf lawand to biey meditacioS, to rise 
to Iiym is givyn to belialdynge of heuenly )>ing«, & fe scharpnes of 
his iiiynde elenayd, as sufTyrs seekneB of fe flesch, to hym is* gyfyn 20 
Hweitly viith inward ioys, byrnyngly to synge. / And trewly when 
K(EMiti« he goia to aeyk any vtwarcl finge, not wi't/t a prowed fote he gois, 
fuui. fell H- liot ill he delitis only loyand onon vitli swetnes of godi's lufa aa 
fijiiiiii lie wer luuiachyd in trans, meruelusly rauiscliid is glad. % Slike 24 
forwoyth is lyfe contempktyfe, in dw nianer if it be takyn : / be 
longe vse of gostely warki's to conteiuplacioa of pingis eotiT'laatyng 
wo cum. / Myendly siglit tnily is takyn vp heuenly to behald be 
schadoly syghf )it & rocroly, not clere and opyn; qwhila we go be 28 
faith, be mero as wer & scliado we see. 5F Truly if our gostely ee 
be biay to pat spirituaH light, [to behald] fat light ire it^self as it is 
it may not ee, & jitt it felya it fiat it is fiere, qwhils it lialdis wj'tA 
it favyr Sc lieef of f att ligbf vnknawon, qwher-of in psalm is sayd : 32 
ludirti. iStcui tenebre et'us ita ^ lamert eias, pat is: '& as Jie dyrknes 
iijbi. fierof so fie liglit peroV IT l3of all tnily fe dyrknes of eya Iro a 

Llinly saule be gone, myrlT fiingea be passed & vndtne, fie myndo be 
purgyd & liglitynd, jit qwhyls it biJys in Jiis fleacb deedly fat 36 



' PoBSumue antem mulla hnb^re k tameu nO veOe liaberc, quuida 



bubemuB noii ud vulujitateiii aed ad n 
qui nil linbeC niulta cupit. Necessnria 
* of hu mynde siniek mU before is. 
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wondyrf uH ioy pa?'fitely is not seyn. Forsoith holy & contemplatif Hoiy men 
men yfi\h clere face god behaldt^, fat is owdyr far witt opynd^ J>at ood. 
is more [fat] as qwo say aS lettyngw be-twyx \er mynde & god put 

4 bak, fe barter er pui-gydl, / beuewly citesens fai bebalde. Sum [FoI. lv. b.] 
truly botb fis bas takyn. / Als we in dyrknes standand seys no- 
f inge, so in co^ztemplaciofi fat vnsemly ligbtis f e saule, noo seyn 
ligbt* we see. Criste also put/<{» bys restyng^ dirknes <^ ^if to vs be 

8 spekis in a pilar of a clowed, bot* it is fuli delectabyii fat is felf. 
In f is truly is p/^rfy te lufe qwben man goand in flescb can-not be it is perfect 

love when ii 

gladdf bot in god [&] no-f inge wili or desir bot god & for god. m«n, yet in 
Hereby it is scbewd fat bolynes is not in criynge of fe hart* orJo*«»w>wy 

12 teris or vtwardi wark?*, bot in swetnes of parfite cbarite & beuenly H""*J5JJ^** 
conte?>iplacion. / Many truly ar multyn in teris & aftirwarde bas iJ,**TO?fiSt*^ 
turnyd to yft, bot no man filys hym-self vriHi wardly bisynes ^^^^^* 
afte?* f flt be truly bas ioyd in lufe eue?*lasty7eg. IF To greet & soro 

16 longw to nw-co?iuertyd begy?inai's «fe profetand', bott ioy fully to 
synge & to go i72 contemplasyon longw bot to parfite. 11 J3a f e?*fore 
fat longe tyme dois penance, qwbils be felis ^it* bis conscience 
prikand of defaute, dow[t]les knaw be fat be dyd not jit pa?'tite 

20 pena?2ce. Emange f^*fore teris to bym be as breed day & nygbt, 
for bot if be ponyscb bym-self" fyrst viiHi wepyng* «fe sigbynge, to 
f e swetnes of conte7?iplasion be may not cxxm, Conte7nplatyfe contempia- 
swetnes not bot vfiHi f uH grete h^iour is getyn, & wtt^ Ioy vntolcJ new \% ob- 

nj.. i«T«» .,.. .I ■•• tained only 

24 it is possessyd. II norsoitb it is not mans merit* bot gods gyf t* : & with great 
jit fro tbe begynynge to f is day neu^r man mygbt be rauiscbyd in 
contemplacion of lufe euerlastynge, bot if be before pa^'fitely aH: 
be warldw vanite baddl f orsakyn. 11 More-owr we't/i beilf ul medita- He munt be 

' experienced 

28 cione & deuoute p?'ayer be agbt be vsyd or be truly cum to *" J®"''***^** 
contemplaciofi of beuenly ioys. 11 Contewiplacion is labyr sweif & prayer, 
desirefuii ; f e labyrar it gladis, & burtis not ; no man f is bas bot 
loyandl ; nott qwben it cums, bot qwben it goys, be is wery. 11 O Bieesed la- 

32 gude labyr to f e wbilk deidly dress fame. / O nobyS & mea'uelus y°'J'^\."*"y. 
wyrkynge fat sittars dois moste parfitely. / It bebouys truly fat "©ivea. 
be take grete reste of body and mynde qwbome f e fyre of f e boly 
goste truly enflaumys. Many t?aily fat can [not] in mynde rest ne 

36 jit woyde f ogbtis & vnprofetabyS put owtf , fat in psalme is bidyn 
may not fulfyft : 11 Vacate ^ videte ^oniawi ego sum deus, / fat is to 
say : * be voyde fro wardly vanite & se for I am god.' 11 In body 

^ quod fit aut ^erto eis sensu ut intclligant scnpturas, aut ostio cell aperto 
quod maius est ut quasi omnibus obstaculis. 
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Ti^J^ truly 



ife,^ 



■oyde & wauerauil in Imrt' ar not wor(ii to taste & see 
veil* our lordo isj how swtit fe hoglit' of contemplaciofi. 
!"«' '' ' Truly ilk man. coiitejjfpiatyfe liifes aolitarines, [jut more fement 

;oftar fat he of no man is lettyd in his desirea may be vsyA i 
Qwen it is knawn pcrioT ftaff lyfe coiite«iplatyfe ia woifiiar & 
lite nieeJFuIar ^eti nctife lyfe, & aB. coiitcuiplatyfe lie godi'jf nieuynge 
v, solitary lyfe lufaiiil & for swetnea of con temp] aciofi ar ferueiit, 
* namly in lufe ; It semya ]jat solitary men, v/itli gyft^ of contempla- 8 
ciofi raisyd, ar lie & lochia fe heest p'.o'feccion, hot if it liappjii 
[auiu] be in alike state ^nt fa haue evyn fe lieglit of conton^platyfe 
lyfe & jit fa ceea not |)e p'ethur office to fuKyH ; / |)is otiyr solitary 
LVi.s.] ill coHtemplaoion hieat, onely givyn to godly fingio, not to nctle of 12 

fer negbbiirs, In Jiia Jia passe in like degreia fat for pj'raliynge [Jiai] 
m verjr nr worfi a ctowne. Truly a man venay conte*i(platyfe ■wiVi bo 
• I'tiwi greet desire ia set iii-to jje light vnsene, fat oft-tymes as a foyH or 

■mwye of men he is deinyd — & ftit is for hia myiide in crista lufe IG 
seet infla^TOiyd, his bodily herynge plajTily chaungi'i' & his body 
also depa/land fro aH erthly wark/a godta chylde it maki.i als man 
owt of mywde. H Jjua truly ijwhiis fa saule in endlea' myrth of lufo 
godyra aH fe aeiff, wjt7(-haldand fe self iMweril!, it flowes not 20 
forwani to aeike bodily likyuge. And for it is fed wj't/i likand 
•iMii inwarJ luste, it ia no meniett Jiof it say syj,'hand! : // H ' Qwho satt 
roOiori' gif me fe, my brojific, Jj«t I roaye fynde fe fortB & kyase fel' fut 

is to say, lawayd fro fe fleach I may be worfi to fynde Jje, & seaud 24 
fe face to face wttA-outen enii viith fe be loynyd, and now man 
.■mit wrai me despyse. //HA deuoute saule gyfyn to lyfe conteufplatyfe, ful- 
Bioiy. fyld? vitli lufe euerlastinge, aH vaynglory of fiis warliV dofipisys dt 

onely in iliexu loyand coiiets to be lowsyd ; / H ftbr qwliy of fis fat 28 
sauci's & lufia fis warlilf, not heiiyn, it ia deapisyd, & grenualy 
longw in lufe & gretely dosyrea wiV* fc lufly coi;;pauya of aungels 
to be givyn to loys fat fe wanlly aduersite may not noy. / f Ko- 
f inge more pj-ofetabiH, uo-f inge meriar fen gj'oce of contewiplacione, 32 
fat lyftis vs fro fis lawe & to god otfyra. 11 Qwliat is gj-«ce [of 
contemplacion] hot begynnyuge of loy ? qwliat is paj'fitenea of loy 
bot grace coHfermydt] In qwbilk to vs is kept* a loyfuH hap & 
happy ioy, a glorius ondlosnos & eue/'laatyng* ioy, wj'tA sayntia to 35 
Jyfe & dweH wit/t aungels, / And fot fat is ahowne aH finge, god 
truly to knaw, parfitely to lufe, in schynynge of his muieste to se, & 
vfiti' woiidiifuH loyfuH songe & melody hym endksly to loyfi^ 
' stniek Old bcfwc oudles. 



1 



o ioyit^ -^ 
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to q whoine be wyrscliip & ioy, vfiili dedys of bankynge, in warld? of to whom be 

worship, ioy. 



warldys. Amen. 

IF Tims endi/8 fe xij chapetyrs of Richarde Hampoley in-to enr/lj/s 
4 tvomlate he ffrei's Richard Misyn, to infmnnacion of Ci'istyn 

saids. A" do* MilUino ccc(^'"' xxxiiij. 

Here follows in a 17 th century hand: — 

Eichardus Hampole ex Eboracensi Aiigloru7?2 Comitatu oriundus, 
8 Theologus insignis, scripsit explanationes 



aiid tliHiiks- 
giving for 
ever. 



in librum Job. 

Elogium nowitViis Jesii. 

De Incendio Anions. 
12 In Tlirenos Jereniiee. 

Regulam bene Viuendi. 

Expositiones in Canticas Pro- 

phetaru7>i, Esuise, Ezechielis, 

16 Annse matris Samuelis, 

Moysi, Abacuc, Danielis, 

Zachariaj, Marise, Simeonis. 



In OrationQm. Dominica?7i. 
In Symbola tria, Apostolicum, 

Ambrosianu?;i, et Atliana- 

sianu?M. Claiuit Anno Do- 

mini 1430. 
Josias Simlerus ita habet in 

sua Bibliotheca. 
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NOTE. 



p. 48, 1. 40. meethiyrdi meat-board, tray, litter ; Vulgate fercidum, * A barrow, 
litter, bier (for carrying the spoils, the images of the gods, &c., in public pro- 
cessions).' — White. 

The Wycliffite versions give the S(yng ofSdommi iii. 10, thus (ed. 1850, iii. 76) : — 

A chajer King Salamon made to hym, Kyng Salamon]; made to hym a seete, 

of the trees of Liban ; his pileris he made of the trees of Liban ; he made the pilers 

siluerene, the lenyng place goldene, the thereof of siluer ; he made a goldun 

stejing vppurper; the middes he enoum- restyng place, a stiyng of purpur; and 

ed« with charite, for the do^tris of he arayede the inyddil thingis with 

Jerusalem. charite, for the doujtris of Jerusalem. 

X Kyng Salomon; that is, God a king to 30U, specialy in the ^ynyng of lawe. 
a golden resting place; that is, the propiciatorie, that was the seete of God, was al 
of pure gold, kiyng cf purpur ; that is, a veil of purpur lianginge bitwixe th« 
pileris, and was reisid vp, whanne me entride in to the hooly of hooli places, the 
m,yddil thingis tvith charite; for in the hooli of hooli places on the pawment was 
the arke of testament, with the tablis of lawe, and manna, and the 3erde of Aaron, 
that weren sigties of Goddis charite to the puple. Lire here, C. 
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GLOSSARY. 



abilla'iidf making able or fit [liabilis], 

84/12. 
aboune, ahowne, above. 
abydes, (cp. habidys, 79/3 1), IOO/4. 
adred [O.E. andrasdan], dread, 97/3. 
€idyll, earn, gain [O.N. o^lask r> o*al, 

property], I9/34, 86/15. 
after, according to, I6/25 ^t passim, 
aght, eighth, 105/ 12. 
aghtj irapers. = behoves, I6/28. 
aU ondy, alone, 81/ 13. 
atid, aiide, an = if. 
anee, an eye, 115/i. See iiee, 
anens, concerning, towards. 
cmoytt = aiioijnt, anointed, 90/ 1. 
aostyll, apostle, 94/35. Cp. 122/;. 
apoUf upon, 88/38, 95/21. 
arm«, [O.E. earm^el misery. 
arrid [Dan. arrighed], wickedness, 73/28. 
asethcy sb. reconciliation, I/2 [O.E. saed, 

E.M.E. assyth]. 

Cp. " And who so harmes any man in 
his nede 
Sal no3t be safe, bot he make 
asseth at his power." 

Cos. of Love, 
aseyth, 67/26. See asethe. 
asovuiidf a sound, 7I/40. 
at, [>at, 97/2. 
audyr, aydere, pron. either (as conj. 

usually owdyr, I8/21). 
a^mtyr, adventure. 
avotre, adultery [O.F. avontrie], 95/3. 
auysyd, planned, a vised, 99/34. 
awj V. ought, 105/25. 
awter, altar, 123/ 13. 
ayth, empty [O.E. ea«e], 27/14. 

be, usu. prep. = by, 
beeld, build, II6/24. 
begieU, beguile, 63/9. 

^AMPOLE. 



begone, begun, 83/38. 

begrace = by grace, IOO/25. 

behestyd [O.E. beliatan], promised, 117/ 

26. 
behyght, promised, 67/27. 
beldes [O.E. baBldan], encourage, II/21. 
beylded, builded, 78/io. 
Uabyrar, blabber, 96/21. 
blekyd, blackened, 107/2 5. 
bli8t)iess, blessedness, 88/24. 
blys, bless, 35/3/. 
bolnand, swelling. 
bolnes, swells, II/22; bolnis (2nd sing.), 

27/20. 
borde, board, shield, 121/i6. 
bm'ionaiid, budding, 82/39. ^^^ burwu' 

bot if = except, 8/29 et passim, 

bovryd [O.E. bugan], bent, inclined, 90//. 

boystiis, rude, ignorant, 8/24. 

boystusiieSf foolishness, 77/6. 

bryimynge, burning, 2/13. 

bune, bound, 23/23, usually bim, 

burde, board, taole, 95/23. 

bn/rimi]fng [O.F. burjoner], budding, 5/2. 

biis [behowes, behoues], behoves, 107/3. 

byd, bide, abide, 123/21. 

byrsyd, by raetath. = brysyd [O.E. 

brysan], bruised. 
bivne (see bim), 44/36. 

caff, chaff, 18/6. 

cadis = chastise, 94/21. 

catn^s, chances, accidents, II7/36, 

cese, cease, 53/6. 

cetys, cities, 79/34. 

chalengis, 126/ 14. 

cliales, chalice. 

chargh, charge, I/27. 

chesys, chooses, 29/20. 

chiiiche, a niggard, 24/25. ^P* IO8/14. 
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^^M (iWvnne, 3I/3G. 


emHjyZy [O.E. efen, emn = equal], equally, 


^^m ehyneka. See ehinehia. 


84/14. More probably for enmyly = 


^H ded, clod, 3/Z4. 


hostilely. Cp. enmai, Wicl. 2 .M.cce. 
xiv. 11; wetavofi«tf«ivfce,87/,3. 


^^H eUthynge, clothlDg, outward sliow, 88/15. 


^^H eamforth, pt. coiuforted, IO/27. 


empruvitf, Emperor, 88/29. Cp. 104/6. 


^^^K coit^ortfi, Bb. comforC, 78/37. 


enpryd, take pride in, III/24. 


^^^H eommuitte = coinmoiinte, feiloweliip, 66/ 


«-.or,y/i2., Cp.n«-. ^^ 


^^H 




^^^H aomon, v. a. Bhare, hold in common, 42/6. 






e«,er = are, 82/26. ^^M 


^^m Lyd^. Chrmi. Tmy, v. 36. 


■ ^H 


^^^1 ooi(etj/a, covetousneSB, III/22. 


/a(|uii'«, flatterers [O.E. fiegDion^^H 


^^H coyU, coal. 96/29. 


tldtter], 20/30. ^H 


^^H cmomforlhid, comforted, 1 19/2. 


/iiinn', tiattered, 23/6. ^^H 


^H coioth, ca> = could, 82/29. 


/nni«e, faimcBS, 72/31. ^^H 


^^H cun, know, 14/39- 


/aict, be found wanting, 45/40. ^^^M 


^^^1 curiii«t«, ourioBity, I/3. 


tela, fellow, partner. ^^^H 


^^^B cnut^iL, p.p. oastiu = cast, IOI/21. 


fdaly, in fellowship, 92/38. ^^M 
/eirt,«I, feeling, 82/17. Cp. /«!/«, 8«^M 




^^^V (J(i»>)M, dance, IO2/9. 


/eio, follow. Cp./ebio, 116/18. 


^^H lUde, death, IO/5 et piusi'm. 


feloandly, 33/i6, aecordii'glv. 


^^M deddy, mortal, 43/19. 


/«.<ir, feigner, IU/12. Cp.feyn, 107/20. 


^^^P dedl'tpiei, mortality. 


/ende = tiend, 6/7, usually feynd. Lm^ 


^B rfe«f, death. 


115/17. jB 


^M ddu [O.P. dglice], pleasure, 96/i2. 


/enyd, feigned. ^^H 




feny», foigiie. ^^H 


^^1 depai-tyd, cut off entirely, 87/35. ^P' 


/.{j-l.;, made to fear, 27/3t. ^^1 


^H 


fedynd, I6/17, fastened. ^^H 


^H demytii. deceits, 121/9. 


/etvr, fetter, 2S/14. ^^M 


^H (jeatince, divided, 105/2. 


ftyd, fed, 71/22. ^H 


^^H dfWHiie, devoted. 


^ia, defiles. ^^1 






^m deyd, deed, 83/15, 111/37. 
^H di^iarudiijd, diBj-sreed, IOO/21. 




;iZ]/(J, defiled, 41/5, 90/15. ^H 


^^H dupoytf, diBpiile [cp. dixpuite Myre, In- 
^H Btructions for P.P. 6731. 


>w [O.E. fleognn], fiy, lOO/rS- ^H 


jUiMin. flniiie, 98/32. ^^^1 


^H <^iti<,ditiieB, 79/25. 


^!fl- [O.E. flair], 4O/20. ^H 


^^H dtmyrmare, lower down, 2O/23. 


Jliiyngej, contentiouB. ^^H 


^M do^ot, dove, 89/37. 


fMui, foolish, 64/26. Cp. 120/35. ^H 


^^K doyme, doom, 43/2^ 


/»nde,f.ui>d,69/io. ^H 




fonnyd, tried. O.E./aiKJian, 35/3(^^H 


^^1 drees, d^a^v [O.E. dragan, IO6/18I. 


/or )>a»i, becaose. ^^^| 




/ortt'njt, repent, 11 i'i3. ^^M 


^H rf.-,o, drew, 83/30. 


/orHniynge, repenting, IO6/5. ^H 


^H (Iw, due, 128/25. 


/<»«^food,90/.4. ^H 


^H rf>/te. poem, verse [O.F. dicte], 88/19. 


/m^«,foul. ^M 


^H dyttii. ditties, 8I/5. 


freell, frail, 122/5. ^^H 


^^1 d!r»i^& different tiling, 86/12. 


frenrs, freanesB, 3I/17. ^^H 




fretyngi. gnawing, 109/2a ^H 


^H «, eye, 23/3. 


fieyiU, frailly. ^M 


^H ejhen, ejen = eyes. Cp. eip^, IO6/34, 


frtyt, fret, 92/9. ^^H 


^V ev>». 106/37. 


fro. often = on acount of, becauM t^^H 




fnlfan, ? = fi.ll fair, 42 29. ^H 


ttij = erHy, 41/2, 44/20. Cp. MS. Uc. 


J 
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fyil^ defile, 41/5. 

fylo, follow, 109/32. Cp. IO9/33. 

garj make, 84/35. 

gaycally call back, B2/25. 

gaynby^ redeem, 16/ 16, 

gaynbyer, Redeemer, 6/35, 12/2. 

gaynes^ gay n ess, 97/4. 

gaynsays^ refuses, 94/ 12. 

gedyrynge, gathering. 

^ee, honour [O.E. gean = to favour], 76/ 

14. 
geet, get, 11 8/ 14. 
3«me, care [O.N. gaum], 89/33. 
generally^ universally, 86/16. 
^ernyd, yearned, 8O/32. 
gettiSf begets, I4/14I 
gnayste [O.N. gneistu], gnash, rnge, 109/ 

37. 
gouynvdy governed, 82/ 10. 

gfrow, grace, 109/8, 86/29 (but g^-aee, 86/ 

31). 
granej dig, 68/13. 

gre [O.F. gr^l, gradiis, step, 62/3. 

gretynge [O.K. gretan], weeping, 97/2$. 

gieiKnis, gnevous, I7/15. 

grexiys, griefs, 17/12, 84/6. 

greyn, green, 11 2/26. 

groch, grumble, 2O/38, 11 6/1 3. 

grochyng€y 86/25. 

grotimdly, deep, profound, 23/i. 

g ruche. See groch^ 69/19. 

gvmnys [O.E. gewuna], habits, 11 9/ 15. 

gyff^ give, 79/31. 
gyU guilp, 92/19. 

gylles, guileless, 86/40. 
gfyi<;i/ii, given, 96/3. 

hahidys, abides [cp. IOO/4], 79/31. 

habundance, 2/ 10. 

habyde, abide, 82/35 [^^* abydy^ige, 84/ 

9, IO8/30, and abydisy 84/iil. 
hcdSf hail, praise [O.E. hflBlsianJ, 78/7. 
halsyngey supplication, 76/40. 
halyd [O.E. geholian]. dragged, 88/30. 
happisy happiness, 8O/17. 
Jiard, heard, 99/28. 
hatyde^ heated, 79/38. 
haidl, whole, I2/29. 
hay, have, I2O/31. 
hayer, hair, 6/9. 
he, high [O.E. heh, heah], 6/34 ; hee, 12/ 

hear, higher, 69/21, 114/21. Cp. 120/8. 
heel, health, 42/34. 



highe [see he], 33/7. 

henes, highness, 71 /lo. 

henyly, heavenly, I2/32. 

here, hair, 94/36. 

/ictti/, grieve, 11 7/39 et passim. 

heyl [see ^lecZ], 102/ 15. 

/iei/iZ, hell, 92/30. 

hole, whole, complete, II2/7. 

holy, wholly. 

honeste, honour, dignity, 94/37, 114/ 11, 

honyly, honey-sweet, 

honys [M.D. hoven], tarries, 86/23. 

hoior, howre. See otwe, 83/2. 

hoype, hope, 78/25. 

hti^isly, hugely, greatly, 3O/38. 

hugsly. See httgisly, 47/8. 

hy, V. haste, 82/29; past tense hyde, 

102/8. 
?iy, sb. haste, activity, 76/31. 
hyar, higher, 87/ 1. Cf. hear, 
hy. See he, 33/8. 
hyde, hidden, I27/17. 

japis, trifles, 31/ii, 66/5. 

ilkoriy each one, 49/ 1 2. Cp. 92/i 7, I2O/26. 

indepartyd, inseparable, 1 23/32. 

inhere, inner, 77/3. 

inhir, inner, 79/37. 

inhirliest, innermost, II8/28. 

inhirly. innerly, 39/1. 

iuptignacione, struggle, 96/7. 

is, his, 128/ 10. 

iunyd, joined, 23/24. 

kelyd, cooled, 62/15. 

kelys, cools, 88/26. 

knavn/nt [for knawy^ig], 103/21. 

kunde, past t. of con, to know, 3/26. 

kynde, nature, 41/8, 86/8. 

laghys, laughs [O.E. hlihhan], 7/29. 

laghyst, lowest [O.N. lagr], 8/21. 

lawe, law, low. 

lawse, loosen, 118/ 16. 

leefful, lawful, 26/31. 

leffynge, leaving, ceasing, IO/14. 

lefnll, lawful, 

leghes, lies, tells lies, 9/35 [O.E. leogan. 

Cp. Orm. 4907]. 
lemman, leof-man, dear one, beloved, 

12/26, 82/33. 
lenghtyd, 88/15. Cf. strenghtyd, 
lese, lose, 3/2. 

lesnn, lesson, reading [O.F. le9on], I/18. 
lettynge, hindrance, 73/25. 
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/, electiifiry, 7/i2, 19/ii, 85/3, 
tiggu, lies. 
likyiigly, gladly, 82/20. 
ionffia, beroD^ IG/as, 93/21, 112/6. 
lot^i^Jnge, praise, 1/13 jp.E. lofiitig, pi 

bably inBuBnced by O.F. loange]. 
IttayTige. See Jotieynje, 
lyelwira, lecbera, 2-I/1 1, 
lywr, liiiuor, 82/36. 
I)fflge,lie, 82/i6. 
ii^^t, A(lj. ligbt, sligbt; ^/glU grttnei of 

pyftu = f«w ^ftB, 88/6. 
lykand, inclination. 

made, mod, 89/26. 

ftuUea, malice, 6T/23, 89/24 : ni'i'IcsM, 

ne/t. 

railttugr], 75/13. 
marygk, marrow, 77/3. 
meetOuyrd, meatboard, tray, 48/40. 
mekand ^ame-ielf, humblijig theiiiBelvea, 

120/38. 
mel, mallet, 47/7- 

■niellyd [O.F. iiiealer, medler]. mix, 93/i. 
metigyl, mingled, I8/1 1, 85/30. Op. 

mengii, 98/9. 
mennyi, aieuB, 9I/4. 
mergh [O.E. iiieurg], morrow, II8/28. 

Cp. mtirygh. 
mtTtjty, ns in a mirror, 12S/38. 
mctell = A.8. me^ = Bpeecb, 95/27, 
fnejktd = made meek, 17/i8. 
meuyd, moved, 20/ 12 eipamtn. 
meydles, meedless, 6T/32. 
mtTfniy, moderately, 8/35. 
miry, merry passim. 
3fi,millG, 115/21. 
MO, more, otbers, I/3. 
■moixtia, raoiateo [usually figurative). 
vwU, f trouble, 9O/3. 
moltijn. molten, melted, 41/30 [lique- 

ftcta], 
tmdtyn, 45/22, 65/6. See mvltyn, 
myendlr/, mental, I28/27. 
mynde -= memoria, 95/20. 
myndy, mindful, 98/15. 
mynwt, minute, 83/14. 
myrthand, making merry, IO/17, 87/27. 
myi^yd, made inerrj-, S2/20. 

nakkind, ? nakkid, 42/i3, stripped naked 

[O.E. nacodian = to atrip naked], 
nar, nearer, 96/36; iierre, 80/25. 



rifddiirt, adders, 35/2g, 89/22 

a'!l^, nneye, ns/i.' ' 
iwfionrf, neiirly, 26/i8. 
nor, nor, 8I/37. Cp. er, 9/i2, 
fiere, were not, 25/24. 
neyhand [A.8. neiili-band], 43/15. 
no. oft. = nor. 

nodi/i; no rodyr = none otiier, 123/2^ 
noghl, not, 1/4. 
Tioo.new, 129/6. 
lu^iidyr, neitlier, 19/8. 
nonfier, neitlier, 19/27. 
noum (it nowre, an owre), an liour, 7 

IO6/33. See otwe, hmore. 
nov [for )Hii], liurt, 67/i8, 9S/l, USfl 
noyes, noise, 3O/24. 
fvyghtyd, pasaed tlie nigbt, 46/29. 
™., n,w, 94/33. 
nwelte, novelty, 95/6. 

0. one, 110/22, 115/17. 

obak, aback. 

odir, odour, 9O/35. 

odyr, other, othera, 2I/38. 

oft aythea = often titnea, 8/35, 

on, orie, 41/28, 110/13. 

oiJiede, imhed fO.K, aiibad], 

oneness, 41/23, 41/30. 
anntd, 98/24. See onbede. 
or, before, 2/17, 83/31, 129/28. 
orgonly, belonging to ati organ, 103/^ 
oa, BB (op. ala jiasm'm), 42/20? 
M(r, prefiK = over, 20/13. Cp. 20/iJ 
oiwe, bour, IO5/27. 
owrq^vher, 46/1. 
metraya, outruges, 8O/2. 

parischyd, perisbed, 88/36. 

•party, side, part, 89/8. 

partynge, division, 96/3. 

pei'tnis, perilous, 92/22, 

pets, peace, 84/6. 

pile, pity. 

pithily, tlioroaglily, IO6/28. 

playly, pleasant, 85/7. 

pUyn [O.F, pliiindre], complair, 92 

poland, putting, 93/io. 

powrg, purge, II6/20, 

poyr, poor ^Mim, but cp, IO9/32), 

prays, prny, 47/2? (Bonietimea =pr 

preso7ul, imprisoned, 76/15, 

priiietia, privacy. 

profet, profess, 82/2. 

if^tand, tboae who profess, 129/i6. , 
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jyrykkis^ urges, 78/36. 
pytJiehjy 98/20. See pithily, 

qtvarto, whereto, wherefore, 96/ 1 6. 
qwhikestlyy most quickly, 94/ii, 
qwyldyavy more quickly, 77/28. 

rackdl [O.E. recels], incense, 127/ 1 a 
reny«, reins, kidneys, 123/ 13. 
reparayld [O.F. repareiller], repaired, 

restored. 
reparethf repair, prepare, 115/21. 
repret/e, reproof, 88/30. 
repreitydy reproved. 
rewiy rule, 105/6. 

reyk [O.E. rec ; O.N. reykr], smoke. 
rist, rest, 2I/9. 
rorynge, roaring, 89/36. 
rotydf rooted, 42/29. 
roty8[0,E, rotian], rots, 87/ 11. 
royse, rose, 78/30. 
roytei rot, 125/1. 

aady serious, 2/i. 

scUmys, psalms. 

sam, together, 92/39. 

samne [O.N. samunj, together, 78/20. 

saryf^ serve, I24/19. Cp. aarif (passim). 

sauyvy savour, 89/28 ; mvir^ 1 26/30. 

sawtrcj psalter. 

scars, scarce, sparing. 113/21. 

schadois, shadows, 103/ 19. 

schamyd, shamed, 77/21. 

scheed, cast down, 83/36, 

scomfett, 84/7. 

scrith, turn, turn aside, 7/23. [O.E. 

scriXan, wander]. Cp. 19/20. 
scri\>iiige, riches scrijnnge = loss of riches, 

92/3. 
scrithyng, erring, 49/28. 
scrythand, turning aside. 
scumfetiSf discomfits, 39/27. 
scnmfetore, conqueror, 84/8. 
seell = sail away [A.S. scglian] (a trans. 

of Lat. defluit, Ps, i. 3), 11 2/29. 
sekyr, secure, 3/ 10. 
sencj since, 91/ 18. 
senvandis, servants, IOI/29. 
sessys, ceases, 8/37. 
setysj seats, 90/6. 
seyk, V. seek, 9I/34. 
seyky adj. sick, 90/12. 
seyknes [O.E. seocnes], sickness, 65/36. 
seysj sees, 82/27. 
slee, slay, 84/2. 



slekf slake, destroy, 11 8/1. 

slenythy slotli, 23/ 18. 

slikCf such, 45/38. 

slikmif sucli a one, 26/39. 

slokkynsy destroy, 9O/23. 

slokyndy destroyed, 45/37. 

slyky such, 45/27. 

slyke, dike, 8ee dyk, 

dykoi}>e^ such a one. 

s^iyh [Dan. snibbe], snub, 95/7. 

sogett [O.F. sogez, sogiet], subject, 52/ 

14, 79/20. 
soroisy sorrows, 99/20. 
sortiSj for sorts or soroisy 11 5/33, 
sotdte, subtlety, 74/21. 
soundly f adj. making a sound, 40/i6. 
soyry sore, 78/13. 
spar [O.E. sparrian], bar, bolt, 7/28, 16/ 

31 ; enclose, cover, 75/31 ; shutest, 

126/33. 
sparpily^igis, flutterings, 110/ 13. 
spaipyll [O.F. esparpeillier = r^pandre], 

scatter, 14/6, 24/23. 
spisyd, despised. 44/19. 
stabyls, fixes, 8I/13. 
stedfunes, steadfastness, 91/8. 
straivgcy strong, 11 7/ 1 3. 
stretightydj strengthened, 84/13. 
strenyd [O.F. estreindu], constrained, 

101/9. 
stresy force, 90/22. 
stryiiesy strifes, 31 /32. 
stryuys, strifes, 43/8. 
stnrbelans, disturbance, 5O/27. See stur- 

hyld. 
sturhyld [Low Lat. sturbulare], dis- 
tressed, 80/8. 
siigett, 117/11. See sogett 
sune, son, 65/3. 

siceltis [O.E. sweltan], die, 93/13. 
svns [O.F. sewir], sue, pursue, 84/i5. 
s^mie [= O.E. suime] = snn, 88/39. 
syeth [O.E. sijje, O.N. »ig)>r], acytW, 

78/13. 
sykyvy sure, s«fe. 

sykyniesy safety, surety, 96/ 12. 

syoHy Zion, 125 fy, 

taghtty taught, 11 7/36. 

ta^ythy taught, 7O/26. Cp. comforth. 

taiiSy taken) 86/13. 

tcy scribe's error for to, Vibj^z, 

tempifdy tempted, 27/17. 

tent tO.F. tenter], try, 92/22. 

tenysy scribe's error for terysy tears, 97/34* 
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teyt [O.E. tylitan], persuade, teacli. Cp. 

te^ty VViiu of Shorelian, p. 97 (Percy 

tiiuc.). ? think, cp. tht (S.r Gawayn, 

1. 24H3). 
}?at toper, the other, 91 /i 8. 
thidedj pierced, 8/13; piriyd, 99/12. 
^nrland, 32/2/. 
ftoroWy through, 79/32. 
^/wj/^/iw [O.E. |»ohtl thoughts, I2/29, 23/ 

9, 90/11. Cp. ]>oghtts, 79/40. 
thyne, thin, 70/21. 
*itt, to, 87/29. 

to, till, 78/19, 79/31, 117/13. 
todyr, }pe iodyr, the other, 86/7. 
tooj two, 85/12, 101/17. 
too, to, 93/7, 120/18. 
tfjyme [O.E. toin], free from, empty, 76/7. 
tnrmentry^ torment, I7/34, I8/20. 
ttanys, tunes, 73/20. 
^»//wi., vexation [cp. A.S. tynan, teonan 

= vex ; Icel. tyna = to lose], 70/ 13. 

vastyd^ 11 9/24. 

isj [6.N. uggr], fear, 43/i8. 

t>f/, V. [O.N. ugga], abominator, I22/4. 

vUme, vice, IO8/17. See wisse, 

vmhelappydf wrapped round {ymb and 
lappian), 3/5, 22/31, 8O/3. 

vmbesett, p.p. [O.E. 3mbe8ettan], sur- 
rounded, 66/31. 

vmhraydis, reproaches, 25/i6. 

vtibej be non-existent, cease, 122/9. 

V7ibeingis, death, 84/20. 

viibyrsyd^ ^2/4. See byrsyd, 

viiderlotvt [O.E. underiuteu], submissive, 
117/11. 

vndyrjf^eytt, under the feet, 74/38. 

v^t^s, imease, distress, IO/36. 

f>ngeiidyrdj not engendered, 84/3. 

videfidl, unlawful, 43/ 12. 

v^nlmvsyd, unloosed, 78/ 12. 

vnmedefii^j not deserving reward,. 93/5. 

vnne\>j miiieithf scarcely, 23/37. * 



rtioeth [O.E. uueajjo], scarcely, 6/21. 

vnnethu. See r#4*4«|», 7I/13. 

vnretie, be depo:ieil, be powerless, I22/9. 

nislokyndt unslaked, 97/12. 

vn^tankCf displeasure, 92/ii. 

wito, until, 1*3/35. 

rH<rot<?i^,unbelieved, nnheard of, I26/25. 

vnwyttj foolishness, 77/6. 

vodiivgj voiding, 32/39. 

voyde, void, to go voyde = vagari, 111/ 

34. 
vppymare, higher up, 20/ 23. 

up so dotviiy upside down. 

vsyd, experienced, 121/1 1. 

vsynge^ practising, 117/ 12. 

wamentyiig, groaning, 88/12. 

wxtr, ware, ^bjyj. 

wardly, for warldly = worldly. 

tvarldy in warld of warldis = for ever and 

ever, 104/6. 
toaryd [O.E. warian], cursed, IO7/31. 
waytyngiSf watchings. 
toelcheryd, well cheered, 89/5. 
toelkyd, faded, 95/ 12. 
werus, 124/25, wearies. Cp. sonis. 
whatkyiis [qualem], what kind, I4/33; 

qwhatkynths, 24/4. 
whikly^ quickly, to the quick, 78/32. 
wisite, sb. vice, II4/2. Cp. visse, 
wisse, adj. wise, 113/21. 
toochyd'Safe, vouchsafed, 37/13. 
wodar^ madder, 89/37. 
wode, mad, 2O/20, 39/33, 8^/26. 
wodnes, madness, 90/5 . 
wwiedydj wounded, 78/24. 
wrethis, wraths, 117/34. 
wroght kyndes, created beings, I2G/3. 
myen^ wine, 124/ 17. 

ympnis, for hympiiis^ hymns, 38/28. 
ypocrite, hypocrite, 114/ 13. 
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